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NEWSLETTER No 1 September 2020 

 

Welcome to the first newsletter of the Harptrees History Society.  

Little did we know when we embarked on a new season of talks a year ago how much our lives 
would be changed by the appearance of a new global virus. We hope that you, our members, are 

staying healthy.  
 
The History Society’s events programme has been greatly affected by Covid 19.  

Last September we commenced our full programme of talks as usual at West Harptree Hall where a 

new projector, screen, wireless speakers and T loop system had been installed, greatly improving the 

viewing of slides and videos.  We had large audiences up to February but then our final two talks and 

all the summer visits had to be cancelled.  It is our intention to rebook all of these events when it is 

once again considered safe for us to meet in larger social groups.  Meanwhile we have made some 

changes to the future programme and the administration of the Society, details of which can be 

found at the end of this Newsletter.  

First and foremost of these changes is the appearance of a Newsletter. We hope that you find it 

informative and can treat it, in part, as a substitute to our regular meetings. Our intention is that it 

will be circulated every two months and it will be a vehicle to disseminate newsworthy items 

relevant to our history. We hope to include lots of pictures, links to useful websites, items of news 

that may not have made the national media, as well as stories and articles that you will find 

interesting.  

We also hope that you will respond with information and news that we 

may have missed. So please keep us informed!  

The editor can be reached on Nick.Roberts221@gmail.com and 

Lesley can be reached on lesleymmross@yahoo.co.uk 

 
Finally, the Newsletter is not a replacement but a companion for The 
Harptreenian, our annual journal which, as you know, is published 
every September. Your 2020 copy should be with you by the time this 
newsletter reaches your inbox.  
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Local News 

 
If nothing else, Covid restrictions have certainly meant more walks for many of us and my ‘lockdown 
perambulations’ have gleaned some wonderful archaeological finds adjacent to a local footpath. 
Bristol Water’s contractors pipelaying excavations, part of the works to upgrade water supplies, 
disturbed soils close to a stile at Harptree Woods, exposing a barbed and tanged flint arrowhead 
lying on the surface. It is typical of the late Neolithic – early Bronze Age period, and about 4,000 
years old. Although missing its tip and a barb it is still an important find for our area. This will be 
recorded on the National Portable Antiquities Scheme. 
 

 
 
 

If you have news of interesting sights or local finds, please let us know. You can send details to the 
by email to either of the addresses given. 

 

Snippets 

 
Bristol University’s research archaeologists have made the remarkable discovery that human 
remains were kept as relics during the Bronze Age. You can read the story here 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-wiltshire-
53947808?intlink_from_url=https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/c1038wnxyy0t/archaeology&link_l
ocation=live-reporting-story 
 
If you are interested in oral history you may like to look into a new podcast launched recently by 
BCfm, a radio station. It is called “12 Communities 1 Bristol” and will focus on particular 
neighbourhoods such as Barton Hill, Hartcliffe, Stockwood and Avonmouth. You can find out more at 
https://radiotoday.co.uk/2020/09/bcfm-launches-bristol-oral-history-podcast/ 
 
We were amused as well as fascinated by a piece that’s appeared on BBC’s bitesize website about 
long lost jobs! You may remember what a Lamplighter did, but how about a Pure Finder? This short 
article is worth reading https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zyvf6g8 
 

 
The Research Group 
 
Although HHS Research Group plans to take part in several local events were cancelled due to the 
Covid restrictions, members of the Research Group remain fully involved in assisting St Laurence’s 
Church East Harptree’s Project Newton with the interpretation and historical element of a future 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-wiltshire-53947808?intlink_from_url=https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/c1038wnxyy0t/archaeology&link_location=live-reporting-story
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-wiltshire-53947808?intlink_from_url=https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/c1038wnxyy0t/archaeology&link_location=live-reporting-story
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-wiltshire-53947808?intlink_from_url=https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/c1038wnxyy0t/archaeology&link_location=live-reporting-story
https://radiotoday.co.uk/2020/09/bcfm-launches-bristol-oral-history-podcast/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zyvf6g8
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exhibition.  Project Newton was awarded a Heritage Lottery grant to develop this project, part of 
which will support development of a website for the History Society to allow wider access to our 
Archive and research papers. It is hoped that the website will go live this autumn, with more records 
and material being added in future. Look out for news on the launch of our website.  
 
The Research Group has also used time in lockdown to scan many documents loaned to us. To our 
digitized records we have added the following: 
 

• East Harptree School’s Log Books from 1893 to 1982 

• East Harptree School’s Admission Register 1909 to 1961 

• East Harptree School’s Minute Books from 1879 to 1951 

• East Harptree School’s Punishment Book from 1903 to 1981 

• East Harptree School – various architect’s drawings 

• Various documents and books relating to the early days of Harptree Court, including an 
inventory dated 1821, and rent rolls from 1877 to 1890 

• A series of documents associated with deeds relating to land on Combe Lane, East Harptree 
from 1825 to 1920 

 
We are indebted to those who loan any historic documents to The Research Group. Following 
careful copying they are returned to the owner or, in the case of some of the above, offered to the 
Somerset Archives in Taunton. Here they can be safely stored and catalogued and made available for 
research to anyone interested.  
 
If you have any old deeds or documents relating to your house or property do consider allowing us 
to copy them.  
 

 
And now for something completely different........The Lay of the Hunted Pig 
(Lesley Ross) 
 
Two years ago in The Harptreenian Gill Hogarth wrote about the building of East Harptree Theatre 
by W.W. Kettlewell, and the plays and concerts the family produced.  Recently, I was sent a 
document from a granddaughter of Lt. Col Kettlewell. The typed script appears to be his part for a 
concert which may have been held in the Theatre. 
 
What follows are the words Lt. Col Kettlewell recited: 
 

 

“I am going to recite ‘The Lay of the Hunted Pig’, describing what used to take place as probably 

the main sporting item in the programme of Priddy’s Annual Fair. As all my neighbours of course 

know, Priddy is a village on the very top of the Mendip Hills, but what they do not all know is that 

the fair was moved to Priddy from Wells when that City was afflicted by the Black Death just over 

six hundred years ago, and has since been held there every year up to today, and when I was a boy, 

it was one of the most out of the way parishes in the South of England. 

 

Now the pig, which used to be chased by the crowd on Priddy’s spacious green, was greased or 

oiled so as to make it all the more difficult to catch and hold: and it is easy to imagine how exciting 

and screamingly funny it must have been, when some scores of people started shouting and running 

altogether after the pig. But what about the unfortunate animal’s feelings? I fear we are bound to 

admit that this was just one of those customs which public opinion today would never allow to  

continue, as it would undoubtedly, and rightly, be regarded as cruelty to animals. I doubt, therefore, 

if the hunting of the greasy pig has taken place at Priddy Fair during this century and on enquiry I  
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am told that there’s only one old man alive in Priddy who can remember it. 

 

Who composed “The Lay of the Hunted Pig”? I have no idea. All I do know is that I was taught the 

lines by my father, when I was a boy, and I have raked them up, word by word, and line by line, 

from the recesses of a now failing memory. But, though I may have had to introduce a word or 

even a line of my own here and there, I can assure you that they agree pretty closely with the 

original. These lines, which I am going to recite to you in a moment, are put into the mouth of the 

pig himself, and are spoken mostly to other pigs. And, as he was of course, a Mendip pig, he would 

naturally speak in what was then the language of Mendip, namely, in broad Zummerszet, in which I 

will now proceed to recite: 

 

Fathers, mothers, mother’s sons, you as loves your little ones, 

Happy pigs upon the stubble listen to a tale of trouble; 

Listen pigs, in yard and sty, how the Mendip chaps served I. 

I was born by Prospect Stile, where I frolicked for awhile, 

As fine a pig as e’er was seen, one of a litter of thirteen, 

 

 

Till some chaps wi’ cussed spite, aiming of I to make a right, 

And to have a bit of fun, took I down to Bussington. 

There, so as not their sport to spoil, they smears I over all wi’ oil, 

Shaves I of bristles smooth and bare, and takes I up to Priddy Fair. 

Where, when they’d set I on the ground mid a great crowd a-standing ‘round, 

There start a thousand chaps or nigh to run and hulloa after I, 

And I, till I were blowed, runned and hulloaed all I knowed. 

I runned and runned, and then so done I not another yard could run. 

Six chaps, as sure as eggs is eggs, catch I by the ears and legs, 

One to each, tis true I tell ‘ee, and three more clasped I round the belly. 

Under all the fellows lying, pigs, I reckoned I was dying! 

But then who should come riding by, but our good Parson Weatherby, 

Jumps quickly down – I still can see ‘un wi’ Farmer King a -ridin’ wi’ ‘un- 

Runs in and pulls I out the caddle, flung athwart the farmer’s saddle, 

And takes I safe from further harm to where I now lies snug and warm, 

Bless ‘em, pigs in yard and sty, them two friends as rescued I! 

Now, all you chaps to sport inclined, this little story bear in mind; 

Pigs aren’t made no race to win – be short of wind and tight of skin – 

Don’t ‘ee hurt ‘em but instead wi’ backsword break each other’s head, 

Cheeses down the manger roll or try and climb the greasy pole. 

Well, now you’ve heard I to the end: do try and always pigs befriend; 

Treat ‘em with care in everyway, and all you gives ‘em they’ll repay. 

 

Well so much for the hunting of the greasy pig at Priddy, and I needn’t tell you that this poem 

merely stresses what we all know to be a fact; namely that if you treat your stock, whether it 

consists of cattle, poultry or pigs, with all reasonable kindness and care, it is bound to pay you.” 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT PLEASE NOTE: Changes to the Society’s programme and 
administration 
 
Covid 19 has turned our lives upside down and we are all having to find new ways of operating in the 
current situation. Thank you to everyone who replied to Lesley’s email about alternative ways of 
holding our monthly talks. They have helped us decide the best way forward. Whilst many replies 
indicated that they were unlikely to attend a meeting until restrictions eased or a vaccine became 
available a considerable number indicated that they missed the social contact and friendship which 
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digital talks were unlikely to satisfy. But the spread of infection and the response to it is fast 
changing and so any talks at West Harptree hall will be subject to the hygiene and social distancing 
government advice and regulations current at the time of the meeting. The History Society 
committee has therefore decided on the following changes to our programme and future 
administration of the Society: 
 

• Membership will be extended until January 2021 for everyone who was a member in July 
2020. 

 

• A new bi-monthly History Society Newsletter, sent by email, will commence from the end of 
September 2020. 

 

• September – December inclusive 2020: There will be no meetings 
 

• January 2021: It is hoped that, subject to Government guidelines and conditions being 
favourable, the programme of monthly talks and visits will resume. 

 

• Membership dues of £10 (a combined annual fee plus monthly meetings charge covering the 
period January – September 2021) to be paid by Bank transfer or cheque to Treasurer. 
Details will be provided nearer the time. 

 
To be able to respond quickly to changing circumstances the Society’s primary means of 
communication to our membership will be by email and so we would like to encourage all members 
to give us a contact email address. As of now the HHS will hold only one email list for everything 
(until now HHS had one list for Snippets and a slightly different one for ALHA Newsletter). All email 
addresses will therefore automatically receive the new HHS Newsletter, ALHA Newsletter, Snippets 
and any HHS notices. In return you can pre-book a talk or visit by email or telephone. If we do not 
have your email address at present please consider giving it. The Society will not give it to any 
individual or other body and you are of course welcome to withdraw your contact details at any 
time. 
 
The committee will review our plans at regular intervals and will welcome any comments or 
suggestions. 
 
Please contact Lesley with your email address if you would like to be included on the HHS mailing list 
or need to make any changes to your contact details.  
 

As a reminder, her email address is: lesleymmross@yahoo.co.uk and telephone number 01761 
221758 
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