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An Earthwork and Historical survey at Stenhorn 

West Harptree, BANES 

Harptrees History Society Research Team 

 

1. Organisation 

The research team is a small group working on the Parish histories and landscape 

archaeology of East & West Harptree and undertaking archaeological surveys and 

historical research. The landscape of Stenhorn was walked over in 2013.The 

earthwork survey was carried out in 2014. The historical survey is ongoing. 

 

2. Location 

The location of Stenhorn is shown in Fig.1.  

 

    
   Fig. 1 Location of Stenhorn on 6 inch  

            to 1 mile O.S.  
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Stenhorn lies 1.5 kms south of West Harptree at ST 557554 . The area of study is 

bounded by Western Lane to the south and Harptree Coombe to the east and south-

east. The area of the survey slopes steeply from the north-west to the south-east.   

 

3.  Objective 

The objective of the survey was to record the earthworks of the farmhouse at 

Stenhorn and produce a history of the site.   

4.  Geology   

The study area lies in an area of dolomitic conglomerate. This is a coarse-grained 

breccia that formed in the Triassic period being deposited in steep sided desert 

canyons and on mountain slopes. The deposits at Stenhorn are in large boulder size 

blocks which have been used as field boundaries. This is seen in the north-west 

boundary of Rocky Ground and the nearby quarry (Green & Welch 1965).   

5. Soils 

The site is underlain with soils of the Wrington Series – a red soil with rubbly subsoils 

that are found associated with Dolomitic conglomerate. The redness gives rise to 

local names like Redhill and Rodway. In this area of West Harptree the silicified 

conglomerate forms areas of rock outcrops which occur on the site. The land is steep 

and the soils thin. It is generally permanent grass (Findlay 1965).  

6. Historical and Archaeological Context   

The earliest reference to Stenhorn occurs in the mid 12th century in a document1 

describing a land exchange between John de Tylly and the Cistercian abbey of 

Bruern2 in Oxfordshire. One of three half acre parcels is recorded as ‘lies below the 

marlpit that was Helyas3 of Stenburn’ and extended to the park of Harptree.’ The 

personal name could be modernised as Ellis of Stenhorn. The location of the half 

acre is in a block of fields that lie north-east of Stenhorn on the parish boundary with 

East Harptree opposite Great Park.  

In the 1327 Lay Subsidy for Westharpetre  Radulpho Stenhurne4  is recorded as 

paying 3sh. He may have been the occupant of the farm located at Stenhorn.  

In July 1482 a messuage and lands were leased by William and John Ruynon to 

Richard and Isabell Webb. The holding included ‘three acres of arable land lying at 

Stoneherne in the Highfield’. The name Stoneherne  is being used to describe an 

area or group of fields in the south-east of the parish of West Harptree abutting the 

parish boundary with East Harptree. See Fig. 2 for a map of the area with field 

names from the Tithe map.  

About 1600 the first documentary reference for a building at Stenhorn appears on 

the......... 

                                           
1 National Archives E372/272/001 

2 Founded 1147  

3 Elyas derives from Ofr. Helias and is found in England between c1110 and c1247. www. s-

gabriel.org/2665  

4 Somerset Record Society Volume 3 1889 ‘Kirby’s Quest for Somerset’  



 

The Perambulation of the Royalty of East Harptry 5 1768, commenced at Greendown 

Batch between Litton and East Harptree following the boundaries of the Royalty and 

  
Fig. 2 Six inch O.S.1885   Location of Stenhorn, West Harptree with field names 

        from the Tithe map  

 

terminating as follows in West Harptree: ‘...to Smethams Batch where there is a 

meerstone and from thence through Bell gate to the Cockpit on Kiton Hill Batch and 

from thence to White Pit where there is a meer stone and from thence along the 

lane to a place where a house formerly stood belonging to one Millard and from 

thence down Red Hill lane to Stinhorn’s upper gate and so in at the said gate and 

round the said farm to the north side of the Coombe where we ended our 

perambulation’.  The final stage of this perambulation follows a route that ends with 

a short description of the Stenhorn farm site, lying to the north - east of the upper 

gate which opened on to the land around the farm and the distinctive block of fields 

which lay further to the north-east. The lower gate probably lay near the fields 

Chancellors and Lower Stinhorn at the eastern end of the track from Ridge lane. This 

                                           
5 Somerset Heritage Centre DD/WG/4/4/1/3 



block of fields is divided by long field boundaries that run S.S.W. to N.N.E. Recent 

studies and observations have suggested a possible Roman date for these field 

systems6. Further subdivision would have taken place in the medieval period when 

assarting cleared much of the woodland.  

 

 
Fig. 3 Six inch O.S. 1885 Local names from the Perambulation of the Royalty of   

                 East Harptree 

A few years after this perambulation, in July 1774, a survey of the manor of East 

Harptree was made by Mr Butler7. He recorded a farm named Stinhorn with 19ac 3 r 

31p tenanted by William Vowles with Ann Vowles 61, Mary Vowles 56, Thomas 

Brookes 29 as lives in being.  

In 1797 the manor of East Harptree was surveyed again for Joshua Scrope, lord of 

the manor. The tenant is William Lasbury. His tenancies are two farms in East 

Harptree, one with a ‘scite of a house’. The third tenancy is Stenhorn in West 

Harptree (Fig. 4)8. 

                                           
6  I am grateful to Michael Costen and Barry Lane for comment on this topic. Also see ‘Anglo-Saxon 

Somerset’ 2011 M. Costen pages 98-100.   

7 DD\WG/4/4/2/1 A Survey and Value of the Manor of East Harptry in the County of Somerset taken 

July 1774  

8 DD/WG Box 12 East Harptree Surveys  for Joshua Scrope No. 7 1795, No. 8 1797  



 

 

 

 

 

  A   R   P 

W247 Bottom Paddock 1   0   35 

248 Bottom Paddock 1   0   9 

259 Wheat Close 3   2   39 

260 Little Mead 1   3   19 

261 House, orchard, garden 0   3   12 

262 Rocky Close 2   1   30 

263 The Six Acres Close 5   2   24 

264 Coombe Close 3   0   23 

 Total  19   3   31  

Fig. 4  Stenhorn from 1797 survey for Joshua Scrope, lord of the Manor of East 

Harptree 

     

Between 1787 and 1790 the Enclosure Act for West Harptree was passed and the 

award made9. Allotments were made to a person and messuage that held common 

rights of grazing on the former Commons of Mendip. The possession of these 

common rights indicated that the farm originated in the medieval period. The 

allotment for Stinhorn was 5ac 2r 21p.  

In the early 19th century Stenhorn Farm with its block of fields is shown on two maps 

of the Manor of East Harptree10. The farm is part of the manor purchased by the 

Waldegrave estate from Joshua Scrope in 1803.    

The next detailed reference for the farm occurs in 1841 when it is mapped and 

recorded on the tithe apportionment and map for West Harptree, 184111. This is 

shown in Figs. 4 & 5.below. The 1841 census provides supporting material on the 

occupants. William Lasbury, farmer (85), Martha, his wife (85) and Elisabeth Lasbury 

(50) are recorded as occupants with an agricultural labourer and a servant living in. 

Later generations of the Lasbury family continue to occupy Stinhorn, recorded in 

1851 and 1861. In 1861 three houses are recorded at Stinhorn and in 1871 two 

                                           
9 West Harptree Inclosure Award 1790 D/P/w.harp 20/1/2  

10 DD\WG/MAP/6 1809,  DD\WG/MAP/6 n.d. probably post 1817 

11 D\P\w.harp/3/2/1 West Harptree Tithe Map and Apportionment  



houses. It is likely that the name Stinhorn is being used for a wider area and may 

include neighbouring properties on Western Lane. No reference is made to Stinhorn 

in the 1881 census and it is probable that during the agriculture depression of the 

late 19th century the farm was abandoned.  

 

 
Fig.4 Six inch O.S. to show Stenhorn Farm and its fields from the Tithe  

        Apportionment of 1841 coloured in green.  

 

Owner Occupant Tithe No. Field Name A    R    P 

Earl Waldegrave William Lasbury 343 Park Hedge 3    0    3 

  347 Little Mead 2    2    20 

  348 House & garden 0    0    23 

  349 Garden 0    1    12 

  350 Rocky Ground 5    2    20 

  351 Bottoms 1    1    29 

  357 Six acres 5    1    38 



   Total 18    2    25 

Fig. 5 Tithe Apportionment entry for ‘Stenhorn Farm’ 1841 

 

 

7. Previous Archaeological Work 

There has been little research or archaeological work carried out on the site of 

Stenhorn Farm. Peter Ellis recorded a number of medieval farm sites on the fringes 

of the Mendip Plateau with sketch plans12. This was part of a survey carried out 

through 1986-8. Peter Ellis recorded the nearby site at Garrow (see West Harptree, 

Garrow Report, Harptrees History Society unpublished). There are no references to 

the site at present on the Somerset HER or Banes HER.  

 

8. Earthwork Survey 2014 

The Harptrees History Society carried out an earthwork survey of the site in 2014 to 

establish the extent of the remains of the former farmhouse at Stenhorn (see Fig. 6).  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 6 Earthwork Survey of ‘Stenhorn’ Farm  

 

                                           
12 Mendip Hills. An Archaeological Survey of the AONB. Peter Ellis 1992. 

 



The site is covered with the tumbled remains of the house consisting of small to 

medium size stones. These are strewn across an area measuring 40 metres by 30 

metres (Fig. 8). Many of the stones are sub – angular, some measuring 1.5 metres 

by 1 metre. These may be former gateposts or lintels. 

Significant areas of the farm are labelled as follows: 

 

A: the interior of the former farmhouse with a section of rear wall to the north 

 standing to 1.5 metres (fig. 7). There is a slight line of wall coursing to the 

 south representing the south wall with faint remains of possible coursing to 

 the west and east. The exterior dimensions of the house are 9 metres by 5 

 metres. The larger mounds of stone to the south-west end of the house may 

 represent the remains of a former chimney. Small amounts of wall plaster 

 were found within the house area. Wall thicknesses are approximately  

 70cms.The three large stones between A and B are part of the 

 porch/entrance that can be identified on the 1809 map.  

 

B: this area is probably the site of a yard in front of the house with the tumbled 

 remains of another unidentified building or walls to the S.S.E. This area of 

 tumble had the slight remains of a wall running south to north. There are 

 several stones measuring one metre in length in this area.  There may have 

 been an enclosure in this area fronting the yard.  

 

C: This area contains the remains of an outbuilding with several wall courses 

 along a section measuring 7 metres in length and approximately 70 

 centimetres wide (Fig. 9).  

 

D. The outbuilding abuts a foundation course of small stones  north-east to 

 south-west with another parallel row. These two rows are 3 metres wide and 

 may represent the line of a former entrance/exit to the farmyard. The large 

 stones at the north-east end were initially identified as posts but local 

 information suggests they are not ‘in situ’.  

 

E. These areas of ‘tumble’ have been identified as bulldozed areas from local 

 information.     

 

 

North-north-west of the farm at A lies a modern track separating the farm from a 

prominent boundary surmounted by many upstanding stones (Fig 10). These large 

stones of Dolomitic Conglomerate are also be found in the lower sections of Harptree 

Coombe They are the remnants of Triassic screes and have been exposed by later 

erosion13. They are used in other field boundaries across Stenhorn farm, probably as 

a result of field clearance. A quarried area lies to the north of the farm.  

 

                                           
13 Geology of the Country around Wells and Cheddar  G.W.Green, F.B.A. Welch   HMSO   1965 



 

 

 

 

 

   
 

Fig. 7 Rear wall of ‘Stenhorn’ Farm  

 

 
 

Fig. 8 View of site of ‘Stenhorn’ Farm from the north-west to the house site.  

 



 

 
 

Fig. 9 Outbuilding looking south with several courses 

 

 
 

Fig. 10 Boundary to the farm marked by several upstanding stones  

 

Routeways to the farm site were noted. From the east access was made across the 

stream that flows north-west from Garrow into Harptree Combe dividing West and 

East Harptree (pers. comm.. N. Roberts). Upper Stenhorn Gate lies on Western lane 



as recorded in the 1768 Perambulation. Access can also be made on Western lane 

where it crosses the Combe.    

 

9. Discussion 

 

The landscape of West Harptree in the medieval period was one of dispersed farms, 

scattered hamlets and a small village clustered around the parish church and the two 

manorial centres of Tilly and Gurney. This landscape was noted in the report on 

Garrow/Gorewell (July 2013, not published). The farm site at Stenhorn is part of this 

landscape. The documentary evidence indicates the site had its’ origins in the 

medieval period. The earliest documented reference for the place-name is mid 12th 

century, but both elements stean and hern indicate a much earlier pre-Norman date. 

It is not known when the place-name became linked to the farm. The recording of 

the personal name Radulpho Stenhurne  in 1327 is probably late as the ‘de’ has been 

dropped. Comparable studies by English Heritage at a site of dispersed farmsteads 

near Ebbor Gorge, on the southern flank of Mendip suggest a 12th to 13th century 

date for agriculture exploitation on the site14.  The linking of names from the 1327 

Lay Subsidy to deserted medieval farm sites in West Somerset was made by  

M. Aston in 1983.     

The location of Stenhorn is significant within the wider area of West Harptree, on 

and below, the Mendip Plateau. The presence of nearby sites at Gorwell, Rodway 

and Shortcombe, all dated to the 13th and 14th centuries are part of the medieval 

expansion of farming across the parishes of West and East Harptree. Stenhorn has a 

long history and it was not until the late 19th century that it was abandoned.  

 

This report is part of an ongoing project across the southern flank of the Mendip 

plateau in West and East Harptree. Further questions that remain to be considered 

for Stenhorn are outlined below.  
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 Appendix 

 The name ‘Stenhorn’. This location name is recorded many times with slight 

 variations of spelling – Stenhorn, Stinhorn, Stoneherne. 

 ‘Sten’ is derived from OE stán , stone. ‘Horn’ from OE hyrnan , to project in the 

 shape of a horn or wedge; or sometimes as horn, corner or angle from OE hyrne. 

 In eastern England (Norfolk and Suffolk) ‘herne’ has been defined as ‘a nook of land 

 projecting into another district, parish or field’ (A General Dictionary of Provincialisms  

 William Holloway  1839).   

    Extract from West Harptree Tithe Map 1839  

 

 The tithe map for West Harptree shows a distinctive ‘horn’ of land projecting from 

 the parish of West Harptree into East Harptree. This projection is separated from 

 West Harptree by the parish boundary. It is not clear why the parish boundary  

 bisects this piece of land at this point as the stream, Molly Brook, flows around the 



 ‘horn’. A possible explanation could be that the stream originally flowed along the 

 line of the parish boundary and later shifted to its’ present day position.   

   

 

 

 

 


