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Chairman’s Report 
 
Welcome to the new format Harptreenian edited this year by Nick 
Roberts. I would like to thank Brenda White for all the years that she has 
edited the magazine and for her continuing support of the Society. 
Without her efforts this magazine would not have been produced every 
year.  
 
This autumn brings the 20th anniversary of the formation of the Society. 
The monthly meetings remain much as first proposed with a wide range of 
guest and local speakers and external visits during the summer months. 
However, the Research Group has moved on from recording oral history 
and documenting the more recent history of the two villages. We have 
gradually been studying the much earlier roots of the parishes both 
through documentary research and archaeological techniques. Along the 
way we have been taught and encouraged by a wide range of experts 
including Mick Aston, James Bond and members of English Heritage.  We 
have learnt new skills and made valuable links with other societies and 
local groups. Much has been achieved but so much remains to be 
researched and we welcome anyone who would like to become involved, 
whether it be field work or studying documents and maps occasionally or 
on a regular basis. 
 
Over three months last autumn we had an exhibition of the history of our 
two villages at Radstock Museum. The feedback from the museum was 
very positive and they invited us to write a couple of articles based on the 
exhibition for publication in The Five Arches, the Museum’s magazine. To 
mark our 20th anniversary, we are planning an exhibition in East Harptree 
Theatre on Sunday, 12th November. This will have all the display from 
Radstock but also much more material including our extensive 
photographic collection. We will also be working with the Primary School 
and Pre School to involve the children in some workshops on the Monday. 
 
Individual and group research continues and contact with other local 
history groups and the wider local history and archaeological community is 
maintained through membership of the Avon Local History and 
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Archaeology, Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society and the 
British Association of Local History. These organisations produce regular 
magazines with interesting articles and information on talks and visits. If 
you would like to have access to these publications or become more 
involved with this Society please contact me or Andrew. 
 
Regrettably one element of our monthly meetings has had to change in 
the past year. We have had to discontinue refreshments at the end of the 
evening as the committee is too small and there were too few volunteers 
to assist. We would be happy to restore this pleasant end to the evening 
should more support be forthcoming. There are only seven evening 
meetings and so please consider whether you could assist at one or two of 
them. 
 
Finally, I wish to thank the committee for all their support and hard work 
and to all who help set up and clear away at our monthly meetings. 
 
Lesley Ross 
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The Harptrees in 1939 
 
In the days when there was no internet, no Google, few telephones and 
no Yellow Pages, the curious traveller or merchant or shopper could turn 
for information to trade directories, of which Kelly’s was perhaps the best 
known. Founded by Frederic Festus Kelly in the 1830s, his publications 
listed businesses and tradespeople in a particular locality, together with 
gentry, landowners, charities and the like.  
 
The curious traveller, merchant or shopper would need strength and 
dedication to consult the 1939 Kelly’s – the volume covering “Somerset, 
Gloucestershire and The City of Bristol” weighs in at 4.7 kg and is 5½ 
inches thick. Within its 2,870 pages is a wealth of fascinating information 
pertaining to the Harptrees on the cusp of war. 
 
 

 
 
 
Both East and West Harptree suffered from an identity crisis – they were 
in the Frome parliamentary division, in the hundred of Winterstoke, the 
rural district of Clutton, the petty sessional division and county court 
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district of Bristol, the rural deanery of Frome (East Harptree) or Chew 
(West Harptree), the archdeaconry of Wells and the diocese of Bath and 
Wells.  
 
In East Harptree, the vicar was the Revd Thomas Cyril Lewis with a yearly 
income of £320. Mrs Wardell-Yerburgh lived at Eastwood Manor (tel. 45) 
and Charles Loraine Hill (tel. 32) resided at Harptree Court, “an elegant 
and substantial mansion in the Renaissance style, with wings and a central 
portico, and stands in an inclosed [sic] park, ornamented with waterfalls 
and beautiful gardens and plantations”. Lord of the manor was Earl 
Waldegrave (Chewton Priory and Travellers’ Club in London). Among the 
commercial concerns were 13 farmers, confectioner Mrs Defreze, the East 
Harptree Cooperative Society Ltd under manager Samuel Rees Allender, 
motor engineer and car hire provider Luther Charles Lyons (tel. 43), the 
Chew Valley branch of the National Farmers’ Union (Mr D G Peters, 
Widcombe Cottage, tel. 57), newsagent and tobacconist Eleanor Parker 
(Miss), stonemason Farnham Pickering and the Women’s Institute under 
the honorary secretaryship of Miss Loram. For those fortunate enough to 
be able to afford it, “electricity is available” but there were no buses. 
 
With 696 inhabitants, West Harptree was smaller than East Harptree 
(1,124). Their spiritual needs were handled by the Revd Frederick Hugh 
Cresswell Higgs with his yearly income of £340. Col. Sir E.G. Hippisley Cox 
resided at Gournay Court and Herbert T King at Tilly Manor. Despite fewer 
people, there were more businesses – including 15 farmers, dentists Boyd 
Joll (“attends Wed. 2 to 3 pm”) and Henry I. Sampson (“Wed. 3 to 5 pm”), 
boot repairer Ernest William King, baker and confectioner S.F. Moulder & 
Sons, grocers (and corn dealers, boot & shoe dealers, drapers & clothiers 
and postmasters) E.G. & V.L. Payne (tel. 38), guesthouse proprietor 
William Sheppard, butcher Charles Henry Veater of Newton House (tel. 
30) and the Westminster Bank (“Wed. 10 am to 1 pm, Sat. 9.30 am to 12 
noon”). In West Harptree too, “electricity is available” but, unlike East 
Harptree, “there is a good omnibus service daily with Bristol, opened by 
the Bristol Tramways Co.”. 
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West Harptree’s touristic claim to fame was “Lamb Hill, 1 mile south-west 
from the village, a very remarkable cavern, the property of the Somerset 
County Council, with a perpendicular shaft nearly 70 fathoms deep and 
240 feet in lateral extent at the extremity …… the pendent stalactites, 
together with the continual dropping of the water, make it an object of 
much local interest”. 
 
Interestingly, the description of the cavern seems to have been lifted 
almost verbatim from the 1805 edition of W.C. Oulton’s ”Traveller’s Guide 
or English Itinerary: Containing accurate and original Descriptions of the 
Counties, Cities, Towns, Villages, Hamlets &c and their Exact Distances 
from London ……..” (they loved their snappy titles in those days!). Oulton, 
however, described the stalactites rather more romantically as 
“arborescent marcasites”.  
 
He was rather disparaging about West Harptree, which he described 
merely as ‘vill. near East Harptree’!  
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
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Time Flies!  
 
One hundred and twenty years ago an important event took place in East 
Harptree – one that has left a visible legacy that probably almost every 
Harptreenian reader has seen and perhaps uses. You may even see it on a 
daily basis.  
 
Here’s an extract which appears on page 8 of the THE SHEPTON MALLET 
JOURNAL, published on Friday, July 16, 1897: 
 

EAST HARPTREE 
FESTIVITIES AT HARPTREE COURT 

 
“The completion of the sixtieth year of her Majesty's reign was celebrated 
at Harptree Wednesday in a delightfully original manner. Mr. and Mrs. 
W.W. Kettlewell, who are always prominent in every good work in the 
village, took the matter entirely into their own hands. They drew up the 
programme, issued the whole of the invitations, found the funds for the 
entire rejoicings, and, in addition, provided a permanent memorial of the 
Queen's Diamond Jubilee. They were not allowed, however, to settle 
every detail of the day's proceedings. Two o'clock was the hour they had 
fixed upon to make a start, but half an hour prior to that there was a 
goodly gathering of villagers on the lawn in front of Harptree Court. In the 
midst of them was a mysterious box, the contents of which were quickly 
disclosed on Mr W. W. Kettlewell and some members of his family 
appearing on the porch, three noble silver bowls of handsome design 
being produced. These had been subscribed for by the tenants, cottagers, 
and workpeople on the estate, as a coming-of-age gift to Mr. Harry 
Kettlewell, who attains his majority next Tuesday. It was at first proposed 
to make the presentation on the morning of that day, but it was deemed 
more convenient to perform the ceremony when the villagers were 
enjoying a holiday, and when it would form a fitting prelude to a 
memorable festival. 
 
“Mr E. B. Gifford, the steward of the estate, acted as spokesman, and said 
the tenants, cottagers, and all employed at Harptree Court desired him to 
tender their congratulations to Mr Harry Kettlewell upon his coming of 
age, and to ask his acceptance of their present, which was a token of their 
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appreciation and regard. He also had to read an address, which had been 
drawn up as follows:- "To Henry William Wildman Kettlewell, Esq., 
Harptree Court, Somerset. We, the undersigned tenants, cottagers, and 
others employed on the Harptree Court estate, offer you our hearty 
congratulations on the attainment of your majority. We beg of you to 
accept these three silver bowls as a mark of our esteem and regard for 
yourself and your family. We wish you most heartily a long and prosperous 
life. July 20, 1897." Attached to the address, which was beautifully 
illuminated, and framed in oak, were seventy-one signatures. The largest 
of the bowls also bore the following inscription:- "Presented to Henry 
Wildman Kettlewell, Esq., on his majority, by the tenants, cottagers, and 
employees on the Harptree Court estate, 20th July, 1897." 
 
“Mr. Harry W. W. Kettlewell, addressing the company said he thanked 
them very much for their great kindness and the unexpected honour they 
had done him. He only hoped that in future years he might have some 
opportunities of repaying them for their great kindness they had shown 
him not merely on that, but on many occasions. 
 
“Mr Kettlewell said he could only say, on behalf  of Mrs Kettlewell and 
himself what his son had just said - that they did not deserve the kindly 
feeling which had prompted the making of those presentations. What 
little they had ever been able to do for the village had been well repaid by 
the honour they had conferred upon them that day, and he trusted they 
would be able to do a little more in the future. 
  
“Mr. MacBrayne, the butler, then stepped forward, and handed Mr Henry 
Kettlewell a silver cigarette case, which bore the inscription, "Presented to 
H.W.W. Kettlewell on his coming of age, by the house servants of Harptree 
Court.  July 20, 1897." 
  
“While three hearty cheers were being given, The Rev. George Pridham, 
vicar of West Harp-Tree, produced a framed address from his parishioners, 
which he read as follows:- "We the residents and parishioners of West 
Harptree, desire your kind acceptance of the accompanying small token of 
your esteem on the occasion of your twenty-first birthday. Pray accept our 
sincere wishes for your health and happiness." Then followed a number of 
signatures. He also produced for Mr. Kettlewell's acceptance a silver cigar 
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case, upon which had been engraved, "Presented to H.W.W. Kettlewell, 
Esq., as a mark of esteem, on his obtaining his majority, by friends of West 
Harptree, July 20th, 1897."  The people of West Harptree appreciated the 
squire and his lady quite as much as the residents of East Harptree, and 
they were only too delighted to have been able to share in that morning's 
happy ceremony. The movement he should like to say, was started by the 
young men of the parish. 
  
“Mr H.W.W Kettlewell, and Mr Kettlewell briefly acknowledged the gifts, 
the gathering breaking up with three hearty cheers. 
 
“An adjournment was then made to the centre of the village, where, in a 
tower specially erected, a large chiming clock has been erected, at the 
expense of Mr. W.W. Kettlewell, as a permanent memorial of the Queen's 
long and happy reign. The unveiling of this was regarded as one of the 
chief functions of the day. Under the direction of Mrs. Kettlewell, assisted 
by the teachers, the school children had been decked out with much taste 
and skill. The whole of the subject races of the Empire were represented, 
as well as all the Colonies, the costumes being as accurate as they were 
picturesque. With commendable rapidity the children were marshalled 
into procession, and headed by a triumphal car on which Britannia rode, 
supported by Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, they marched, to music 
supplied by the North Somerset Yeomanry Band, to the tower. There, just 
on the stroke of two o'clock, Mr H. W. W. Kettlewell removed the white 
ensign which had hidden the face of the clock, amidst loud and 
enthusiastic cheering. The National Anthem having been sung, Mr 
Kettlewell delivered a brief address. 
  
“The clock tower, it may be added, stands in a prominent place in the 
village, and it is built of local stone of a warm colour. At night it will be 
illuminated by electricity from the Court. On the wood-work above are 
carved the words, "Heaven's light our guide," and carved in the stone 
surrounding the dial is the motto, “Time flies, don't delay:" while on a 
marble slab below is the inscription, "This clock was erected to 
commemorate the 60th year of the reign of her Most Gracious Majesty 
the Queen By W. W. K.  June, 1897." 
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“At the conclusion of the ceremony the procession was reformed, and 
marched to the park of Harptree Court. There Mr. Harry Kettlewell planted 
an oak tree. Subsequently there were sports and amusements of many 
kinds. The children, at half-past four, were given a substantial tea. In the 
evening there was dancing, with a grand display of fireworks to close the 
day's proceedings.  

*** 
You may have noticed the grammatical error in the wording around the 
clock. One can only wonder whether any of the Kettlewells noticed this on 
the occasion of the opening and, if so, did they choose to ignore it?  
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‘’...tidying up a messy network of lanes near Stowey...’’ 
 
Robin Atthill in his book ‘Old Mendip’, from where the title of this piece is 
taken, describes the road improvements of the 18th century brought about 
by the introduction of the Turnpike Trusts. These improvements are 
noticeable on the ground in many places, particularly in Bishop Sutton and 
Stowey. A study of maps and documents from the period make it possible 
to explain the impact of these developments on a small local community.  
 
The condition of England’s highways had been a problem for many 
centuries. At the Manor Court of East Harptree on Tuesday May 8th 1386 it 
was recorded ‘...that the common road between Colyereslane & the hill 
Mendepe is low-lying and flooded, which John Sokkes & Simon Gode are 
bound to repair...’ They were fined 40d. In the 16th century the highways 
Acts of 1555 and 1562 established the responsibility of highway 
maintenance with the parish. In Easter week two parish surveyors of 
highways or waywardens were to be appointed with the responsibility for 
the maintenance of the highways within the parish. The surveyors were to 
plan and oversee four days of ‘parish work’ on the highways. The Act 
stated that ‘people owning a ploughland or hide (approx. 120 acres) or 
keeping a plough team should provide a cart and two able bodied men. 
Every householder was to send themselves or a substitute and provide 
equipment.’  
 
The entries in the Somerset Quarter Session Rolls in the early 17th century 
illustrate how difficult it was for some parishes to meet and agree the 
requirements of the acts. 
 
In 1608 the Court was informed of the digging of lead ore upon Mendip 
and the King’s highway, ‘...it is become very founderous and exceeding 
dangerous...none shall dig or make mines in the said highway...’  At the 
Wells Quarter sessions, held on 11th to 14th January 1631 it was reported 
that Stanton Bridge was in decay ‘...half whereof lyeth in Chew Magna and 
tother in the parish of Stanton Drew...alleged that the inhabitants of both 
parishes are to pay equally ... Chew Magna refuses ...ordered by the Court 
that Chew Magna shall repair their share of the bridge or else shall cause 
why not...’  A similar case was brought to the Quarter Sessions at Ilchester 
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in 1638 when Chew Stoke and Chew Magna could not agree who was 
responsible for repairing Woodford Bridge.  19th century Ordnance Survey 
maps show the respective parish boundaries in the middle of the river 
Chew with the bridge divided between each parish. Miners and the 
movement of their goods was a recurrent problem. At the Wells Quarter 
Sessions held on 14th to 17th January 1634 it was declared that the 
Brislington highways had become ‘...very founderous...great resort of 
colliers with their horses to certain cole pitts...’    
 
The difficulties of local travel continued into the 18th century. In the 1780s 
Edmund Rack, collaborating with Revd. John Collinson to produce ‘The 
History & Antiquities of the County of Somerset’ rode across the county 
collecting historical material for each parish. After a visit to Stowey he 
noted:  
 
‘The roads are narrow, steep and very rough. That leading to Chelwood is 
very deep, with high banks of red rocky strata on each side undermined by 
currents of water and very craggy’. For Norton Malreward he wrote: ‘The 
roads are remarkably bad, narrow, deep and fill’d with great loose stones.’  
Whilst at West Harptree he found: ‘the roads narrow, deep, stony and 
overhung with hedges.’   
 
This was a problem that had to be confronted in the 18th and 19th 
centuries with the developments on the North Somerset coalfield. Urban 
expansion, internal trade and the growth of overseas trade to and from 
English ports continued to put pressure on the poorly maintained and 
inadequate road system. 
 
The problem was tackled by introducing the Turnpike Trusts to improve 
the main highways across the country. The first Turnpike act was made in 
1663. The Bath Trust was established in 1707/8, Bristol in 1727/31 and the 
West Harptree Trust in 1793. 
 
The Act of Parliament for the West Harptree Turnpike Trust was dated 3rd 
June 1793. It opened as follows: 
 
‘An Act for making, amending, diverting and widening the Roads leading 
from West Harptry to the Bath and Wells Turnpike Road at Marksbury, and 
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from Stowey to Chew Magna, and from West Harptry to the Bath Turnpike 
Road at Emborow, and from West Harptry to Fore Cross in the Parish of 
Churchill, and from West Harptry to the Blue Bowl Inn in Compton Martin, 
and from Berrington to the Town of Wrington and from the Nine Elms at 
North Wedcombe to Coley in the County of Somerset’. The list of roads are 
then repeated followed by the statement ‘...are in a ruinous Condition and 
cannot be sufficiently and effectually made, amended and widened, 
diverted and altered, without the aid of Parliament...’  
 
The opening statement is followed by a long list of Trustees for the 
establishment of the Trust, it included: Sir Charles Warwick Bampfylde, Sir 
John Henniker, Sir John Hugh Smith, John Billingsley, Matthew Brickdale, 
Samuel Baker, Henry Hippisley Coxe, Thomas Coates, Thomas Horner, 
William Gore Langton, John Robert Lucas, Thomas Miles, Alexander 
Popham, Henry Strachey, Francis Edward Whalley. It is a list of the local 
land owning, gentry class. John Robert Lucas, for example, had established 
the Nailsea glassworks in 1788 and operated the glassworks at Stanton 
Wick. Road improvements would help his company to move raw materials 
and products.  
 
Some of the Trustees met on the 24th September 1799. They received 
from another committee ‘appointed to view the two lines of road from 
Stowey to Farmer Loxton’s paddock...’  estimates of the costs of buying 
land, road surfacing and hedging. The committee stated that ‘... it is their 
opinion that the Expense of making the road by Golds Cross will be 
considerably more than by Sutton Court...’  The costs for the road 
improvement by Sutton Court totalled £473.16s.7d. It is this route which is 
followed by the A368 today.  
 
The report contains a breakdown of all the costs and is accompanied by a 
plan drawn by Mr Brown of Wedmore, July 1796.The plan shows the new 
route. This is shown with dotted lines from A to D on the sketch map 
which appears on the following page. 
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A summary of the detailed costs is listed below:    
       £ s d 
Land purchase from Mr. Hasell, Pascal Weeks, ) 82 12 4 
Lady Jones Mr Henry Strachey and Mr Collings ) 
One bridge and two tunnels    35   0 0 
Hedge grubbing 63 ropes @ 2s 6d     7 17 6 
Forming the road 309 ropes @ 2s.   30 18 0 
Quicksetts 80 per rope, 289 ropes @ 2s. per 100  23  2 0 
Beating up stones to admit the Earth from the roadside   1 10 0 
Stones to cover the road including carriage              160 16 0 
Raising and breaking the stones                107   4 0 
28 loads of wood for Hedge    14   0 0 
Setting plants and making the hedge   10 16 9 

Total costs               473 16 7 
 
 
 
 
   
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sketch map to show the route of the improved turnpike road at Stowey 
(A to D) 
 
It is interesting to note the use of the lineal measurement ‘rope’. This was 
a Somerset measurement and is recorded in Elworthy’s ‘West Somerset 

 

B 
C 

D 

E 
A 
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Word Book’ as ‘a common measure used in husbandry for draining or 
hedging’. In imperial measurement it is equivalent to 20 feet (6.096 
metres).  
 
The quickset hedge, usually hawthorn, was recommended by agricultural 
writers of the late 18th century. A Somerset gentleman farmer writing in 
1783 recommended raising ‘quick-hedges using in particular white & 
blackthorns or such kinds as are best adapted to his respective soil’. John 
Billingsley in his ‘General View of the Agriculture of the County of 
Somerset’ (1798) states in the section describing different methods of 
fencing on Mendip at enclosure: ‘.. these hedges, if rightly managed and 
attended to whilst young, are in themselves great advantage and profit, 
they afford good shelter for the cattle and they furnish fuel..’  The cost for 
the quicksets suggests that this method was valued and would bring good 
business to local nurseries. 
 
The building of the road surface accounted for over half the expenditure. 
Road surfaces improved with the arrival of the turnpikes. John Metcalf 
was responsible for the construction of about 180 miles of turnpikes in the 
north of England and he used a system of angular broken stones overlain 
with smaller gravel stones as a cambered surface. The costings, for the 
provision of broken stones, indicate that this improved surfacing was 
taken seriously by the West Harptree trustees.  
 
The building of the new road to the east and south of Sutton Court meant 
that the road passing close to Sutton Court from A to E gradually fell out of 
use. It had been clearly shown on the estate map of Mr Brown (1796) and 
the county map of Day & Masters (1782). It was shown on the county map 
of Greenwood (1822). On the 25 inch to 1 mile O.S map of 1885 it is 
shown as a drive to the house and continuing as a footpath to the lane 
running between Gould’s Cross and Stowey Bottom. By this date it had 
fallen out of public use. 
  
 Useful references: 

• ‘Old Mendip’ Robin Atthill 

• Documents at the Somerset Heritage Centre: 

• DD/SH/33 File of three documents forming the committee papers of 
the Trust 1799 
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• Somerset Record Society Volume 23 Quarter Sessions Records 1607-25 

• Somerset Record Society Volume 24 Quarter Sessions Records 1625-39     

• Somerset Record Society Volume 28 Quarter Sessions Records 1646-60 

• ‘Edmund Rack’s Survey of Somerset’, editors Mark McDermott & Sue 
Berry. Published by Somerset Archaeological & Natural History Society 

Websites: 

• www.turnpikes.org.uk 

• National Library Scotland/maps for old Ordnance Survey maps covering 
England, Wales & Scotland   

 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The HHS has a growing collection of postcards and photographs, many of 
which will be included in future issues of The Harptreenian. This one is 
postally dated 1929 but the photograph was probably taken a little earlier. 
 

 
 

  

http://www.turnpikes.org.uk/
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Common Rights and Enclosure in West and East Harptree 
 
The research group of the Harptrees History society has started a project 
to investigate aspects of the enclosure of the ‘waste’ land of Mendip in 
the two parishes. The enclosures took place in the late 1700s. The initial 
aim of the project is to establish the location of the tenements that were 
allocated allotments in the enclosures and had common rights. 
 
Common rights had probably evolved in the early medieval period, 
becoming more formalised after the Norman Conquest. They existed 
across much of England and related to the lowland common fields and the 
upland pastures or ‘waste’. The land was, of course, owned, often by a 
Lord or the King. Late medieval grants contain references to these 
common rights.  
 
12th November 1387, grant by Walter Catecote and his wife Joan Gournay 
to Jordan and Alice Huchynes and their son John of a fulling mill: 
 
‘…and with all common rights of animals and with all other common rights 
and on the hill of menedepe bracken, rushes, heath and the right of 
digging turves together with the trackway between the vill of East 
Harptree and Schirwoldes (Shrowle) for his carts at all times of the year 
just as the other tenants have and hold…’ 
 
1482, lease of a messuage in West Harptree Tilly by William Ruynon to 
Richard Webb: 
 
‘…common of pasture upon the hill and below the hill of Menedep in the 
fields and meadows of Harptree aforesaid used from ancient times…’   
  
Disputes, when they arose, would be settled in the manorial court. 
Occasionally disputes would go to a higher court. Between 1544 and 1551 
Robert May, lord of the manor of Charterhouse, was in dispute with the 
tenants of Burrington in the manor of Wrington over the boundaries of 
pasture and common rights across Blackdown. The case was heard at the 
Court of Chancery and the Court found that Blackdown had been 



17 
 

intercommoned and Robert May must cease to impound cattle and that 
the bounds should be agreed and set out. 
 
Another dispute in the 1570s went to the Court of Chancery. The issues 
were similar, rights of common grazing, involving West Harptree and 
Compton Martin. The case produced what is known as the Compton 
Martin Tudor map. Members of the research group studied this map and 
the related documents producing much information which is well known.  
 
In the 18th century the pace of agricultural change quickened and the 
‘improvers’ looked to enclose upland ‘wastes’ to provide consolidated 
land holdings and remove common rights. This process would enable the 
‘improvements’ to take place. In the last decade of the century and the 
first of the next, England was engaged in wars with France which drove up 
grain prices and encouraged agricultural improvement.  
 
The enclosure process produced an Act of Parliament followed a few years 
later by the Award. The West Harptree Act is dated 1787 and East 
Harptree 1794. John Billingsley, one of the enclosure commissioners for 
East Harptree wrote in his book ‘General View of the Agriculture of the 
County of Somerset with Observations on the Means of its Improvement’ 
(1795):  
 
‘commons are in general overstocked…but this is undeniably certain, that 
the same land, when inclosed and improved,will maintain at least three 
times the stock breeding, or any other, than it did in a state of nature..’  
 
The Enclosure Award for West Harptree details at length the plans and the 
allotments to those who had common rights. When the allotments were 
made the rights of common were extinguished.  The Award is 
accompanied by a map showing the location of the allotments on Mendip 
and it is these fields with their straight, walled boundaries that are such a 
distinctive feature of Mendip today.  
 
The research group has started to look at the details of the Award, 
particularly the names of the tenants and the names of their tenements. 
Using other sources like the survey of West Harptree Gournay 1793, 
survey of Tilly Manor 1797 and the Tithe map and apportionment of1841, 
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it is hoped that the location of the tenements can be identified. This will 
provide a useful map of the farms with common rights attached to them in 
1787 and further indicate their medieval status.   
 
Useful references 
 

• Mendip-A New Study edited by Robin Athill 1976 (see chapters 4 and 
5) 

• Enclosure Records for Historians by Steven Hollowell 2000 

• Compton Martin Tudor Map – booklet produced by Compton Martin 
History Society 2013 

• The Harptreenian 2006 and 2012 for two articles on the Compton 
Martin Tudor map by David Hart   

• The grant was transcribed and translated from the Latin by Andrew 
Sandon. The original is held by the British Library.  

• The lease is held at the Somerset Heritage Centre   
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Gurney Court and Phillips City Studio, Wells 
 
The History Society has a large collection of copies of postcards of soldiers 
and staff at Gurney Court VAD Hospital during the First World War. These 
were taken by a photographer from Wells, Bert Phillips who regularly 
travelled to West Harptree to record the patients and staff. Most of the 
photographs are of formal groups, occasionally there are posed scenes 
showing nurses treating the patients but others have a comedy element. 
Cars often feature and sometimes a donkey is included in casual groups 
but the oddest posed group is of a ‘musical band’. It is difficult for our 
generation who use mobile phones or a digital camera to easily record 
images to understand how labour intensive early photography was.  These 
pictures intrigue me and I wondered about the photographer and his 
business. 
 
Bert Phillips was not the first professional photographer in his family and 
the history of the business dates back to the early days of photography. 
The Great Exhibition at the Crystal Palace in 1851 had given a great boost 
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to the development of photograph and in 1855 Wells was visited by an 
itinerant photographer called Mr Phare. He was probably producing small 
tintype portraits and only stayed for a few months. In the same year John 
Budge, a cabinet maker in Sadler Street, Wells opened a photographic 
business and studio at no.10 Market Place (now Anton’s Cafe Bistro), at 
that time next to the Royal Oak (now the Crown).  
 
After John Budge’s death in 1861 the business was carried on by his 
widow Maria with the assistance of their 19 year old apprentice Thomas 
William Phillips (1842-1914). Five years later Thomas married Maria 
Budge’s sister Amelia and took over running the business and managed it 
successful for almost 50 years. The shop studio on the south-west corner 
of Wells Market Place was for more than a century to become known as 
Phillips corner shop. In the 1871 census he is listed as employing one man 
and one boy. By 1881 he listed himself solely as ‘Photographer’, the 
cabinet making part of the business having ceased. He was however, 
making picture frames which perhaps development from his cabinet 
making training. As well as taking and developing portrait photographs in a 
studio the shop sold prints, maps, guides and view books. Picture postcard 
views of Wells and the surrounding beauty spots were popular as were 
postcards recording people and local events.  
 
Thomas was not only a prominent member of the business community but 
he also played a full role in the life of the city. He even achieved some 
worldwide fame in the 1870’s with his photographs of the great Victorian 
restoration of the Cathedral. His glass plates and the catalogue of these 
photographs are now held in the Cathedral Archives. 
 
Thomas and Amelia’s second son born in 1872 was Herbert Charles 
Phillips.  After leaving the Blue School Bert joined his father in the 
photographic business. He started work on the counter but proceeded to 
learn all aspects of the trade. This included the use of the heavy wooden 
cameras, developing, printing, and retouching the glass plate negatives 
and prints and often hand colouring prints. Before the advent of more 
convenient and less fragile plastic film in the 20th century a light sensitive 
emulsion of silver salts was coated on a thin glass plate. Collodion Wet 
Plate Negatives were in use from 1851 until the 1880s but gradually this 
was replaced by Silver Gelatine Dry Plate Negatives which first became 
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available in 1873. They were the first economically successful durable 
photographic medium and unlike the wet plate variety were more easily 
transported, usable when dry and needed less exposure to light.  But both 
were heavy and fragile requiring a great deal of protection especially 
when outdoors. 
 
A few years before his death in 1914 Thomas handed the running of the 
studio over to Bert, who remained working from there for the rest of his 
life. The range of photographic subjects comprised mostly portraits, 
wedding and a vast variety of social and public occasions. Large glass lights 
were set into the roof at No. 10 to flood the studio with natural light for 
the portraits but Bert with assistant Mrs Southwood also took 
photographs on location which until the 1930s involved travelling with all 
the cumbersome equipment in a hired horse-drawn trap. It was by this 
means that Bert journeyed to Gurney Court. The resulting photographs 
sold as postcards to the patients and staff to send to family at home. 
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Bert opened other businesses too, with a toy shop called Phillips Fairyland 
at no.4 Market Place (now part of the Crown), a gift shop at no 5 Market 
Place (now Santander) and an antique shop at no. 7 (now Chubb Bullied). 
His other activities included long-standing associations with the Carnival 
and the Wells Advertising Association. He was joint secretary of the latter 
and ran the Information Bureau from the shop. Bert instigated the Fair 
coming to the Market Place each November for the Carnival and he was 
also a member of the Wells Volunteer Fire Brigade for 22 years. 
 
Mrs Southwood (1895-1987) had joined the studio as a young girl on 
leaving school and like Bert before her learned everything about the 
photographic business. As well as portraits she photographed wedding 
parties in and around Wells, the No. 134 MTASC (Motor Transport, Army 
Service Corps.) and Carnival participants all photographed outdoors. The 
distinctive white lettering on Phillips Studio photographs identifying the 
date and the occasion were done by her scratching the letters in reverse 
on to the rear of the glass plate.  
 
When Bert died in 1949 Mrs Southwood became the last proprietor until, 
with the decline in demand, photograph ceased in the early 1960s. In 1979 
she donated many hundreds of glass negatives from the Phillips City 
Studio to Wells and Mendip Museum and even today it is considered one 
of the most important accessions that the museum has ever received.  
 
Well’s Museum have scanned and digitised most of the delicate glass 
plates in the archive. They have created an amazing resource for local and 
family history research. An index of all the photographic portraits is 
available to purchase and prints made digitally may be ordered. Although 
the studio was based in Wells, the index lists people from all across 
Somerset and further afield and spans more than 100 years.  If you are 
researching ancestors from Somerset it may be worth your while 
contacting the Wells & Mendip Museum. www.wellsmuseum.org.uk 
 
We are grateful to Wells Museum for information and photographs 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 

http://www.wellsmuseum.org.uk/


22 
 

 

Who painted the paintings? 
 
When did ‘Charlie Chaplin’ perform at the Theatre as part of the Harptrees 
Festival?  I remember thinking how well the venue suited the 
performance. I like the fact, that despite the changes made by the 
addition of the kitchen, the theatre seems to have retained many of its 
original features. The paintings in particular have always intrigued me, so I 
was fascinated to read one particular newspaper report from 1891.  
  
William Wildman Kettlewell, of Harptree Court had the Theatre built. Born 
in India in 1844 and educated at Harrow and Oriel College Oxford, he 
spent his early years serving as Lieutenant in the 85th King’s Light Infantry, 
then in 1874 he married Florence Balfour Olphert, daughter of Wybrants 
Olphert of Ballyconnell House, Falcarragh, County Donegal. The couple 
made Harptree Court their family home and settled into county and village 
life.  William served as a lieutenant in the North Somerset Yeomanry, as a 
JP for Somerset and was High Sheriff for Somerset in 1891. The Kettlewell 
village philanthropy is well known locally and 1891 is a particularly 
important year in the life of the village. This was the year that the 
Kettlewells built the Theatre that has now become the Village Hall and 
home of the pre-school, the hairdressers and the community shop. 
  
   On 5 February 1891 the Wells Journal1 reported: 
 

DINNER TO WORKMEN:- On Saturday evening all the employees of Mr 
W W Kettlewell, Harptree Court, sat down to a good substantial dinner 
given by him in the new theatre-room, which has been recently built. 
The head of the table was taken by Mr Kettlewell. Dinner over, Mr C J 
Redwood proposed the health of Mr and Mrs Kettlewell and family, 
which was received with musical honours. 
 

And so to the newspaper report, which shows another side of Mr 
Kettlewell: from the Wells Journal 23 April 1891: 
 

                                                             
1 All newspaper reports accessed through Findmypast.co.uk. All online sources accessed 
May 2017 
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Opening of the Theatre:- For several years the want of a large room for 
public meetings etc, has caused great inconvenience at East Harptree, 
all concerts and meetings having to be held at Harptree Court. Mr 
Kettlewell has now built a new theatre from plans furnished by himself, 
and it has been erected under his personal supervision. The stage, 
which is 24 ft by 22 ft, is fitted with all the latest improvements for 
scenic effect. The proscenium was especially designed by Mr Davis of 
Bath, and the panels have been beautifully painted by Mr W 
Kettlewell. Seating accommodation is provided for 280 persons, and 
special provision has been made for rapid means of egress in case of 
danger. The whole of the theatre is brilliantly lighted with electric light, 
the installation of which has been supplied by Mr F W Newton, of 
Taunton. The Theatre was opened on Thursday evening, when the elite 
of the neighbourhood assembled to witness the performance of a 
drama by H T Craven entitled “Meg’s Diversion”. The piece was 
beautifully staged, and the costumes, which were designed by Mrs 
Kettlewell, were magnificent. The principal characters were sustained 
by Mr A Llewellyn whom as Jeremy Crow, a Devonshire famer with two 
marriageable daughters, caused plenty of fun. Ashley Merton Esq had 
his character well sustained by Mr P Blair Oliphant; and Jasper Pidgeon, 
with an eye to business was most ably personified by Mr E Ponsonby. 
The characters of Roland Pidgeon and Eytem, a lawyer, were well 
rendered by Messrs G Fyffe and Olpert. Cornelia was represented by 
Miss Blair Oliphant. Miss J A Hill, as the other daughter, Margaret, 
evoked rounds of applause for the talented manner in which she 
rendered her part. Mrs Kettlewell also scored a success as Mrs 
Netwell, a widow. The drama was followed by the burlesque “Mr and 
Mrs Bluebeard at Home”. The various characters were undertaken by 
Mr Blair Oliphant as Bluebeard; Miss Hill scored another success as 
Fatima with her song “Pretty pretty maiden”; Mr E Ponsonby evoked 
peals of laughter in his part as sister Anne, with his song, “Coming 
through the Rye”, and he was well supported by Mr George Kettlewell 
as Selini. At the close hearty cheers were given for Mr Kettlewell. The 
performance was repeated again on Thursday.’ 

 
I can only presume these are the paintings which still exist, to each side of 
the stage, and across its top. Most of us will recognise the birds – but who 
has studied the clouds and butterflies which float across the ceiling? 
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COURT THEATRICALS 
 
Meg’s Diversion by actor-playwright, Henry Craven was a popular 
domestic comedy; first performed in the New Royal Theatre, London in 
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1866, where it ran for 330 nights. 2   It seems the Kettlewells and their 
friends greatly enjoyed their forays into amateur theatricals. The 
newspapers reported an annual entertainment until 1896. The plays 
chosen were   popular light-hearted pieces, suitable for performing in 
drawing rooms. 
 
In 1892, a triple bill of fare was given in Easter week. Uncle’s Will by S 
Theyre Smith was a popular piece needing only three actors.  A Cup of Tea, 
translated from French, by Charles Nuttier and J Berley of a one act 
‘comedietta’ for three actors staged in a handsome drawing room in 
modern costume, well suited for amateurs.3  These were followed by an 
operetta, ‘specially written for the occasion by Lady Arthur Hill, entitled ‘A 
Lost Husband”.  The scenery for the operetta was ‘exquisitely painted by 
Mr Harry Kettlewell.’ (Wells Journal 28 April 1892). 
 
In January 1893 ‘through the kindness of Mr W W Kettlewell, the Paulton 
Minstrels gave their entertainment in the Court Theatre,… The programme 
consisted of selections by the band, recitations, and songs by the 
minstrels. Mr H T Blinman was encored for his “What an afternoon”. … the 
entertainment closed with a military display by the awkward squad, this 
evoking much laughter.’ (Shepton Mallet Journal 6 January 1893). 
 

In 1893 the rectory ladies organised the annual entertainment. Mrs Jane 
Eleanor Nutt MacKenzie was the rector’s second wife, (she was 32 to his 
62 in 1891). Her step daughters were Mary and Frances (27 and 18 in the 
1891 census).  A ‘most successful concert, ending with a comedy. … the 
songs were, without exception, beautifully rendered , while the acting in 
Part II, kept the house in continual laughter, which increased towards the 
close to almost deafening applause.’ (Wells Journal 26 January 1893).  The 
two-act farce about choosing a spouse was Perfection or The Lady of 
Munster by T H Bayly4 - first performed at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane in 
1839 - was   a favourite with various aristocratic amateurs including the 
Marchioness of Londonderry.5  The only identifiable character in the cast 

                                                             
2 Full script  https://archive.org/stream/megsdiversiondra00crav#page/n4/mode/1up 
3 https://archive.org/stream/huntingslippers01bech#page/n25/mode/2up 
4 https://archive.org/stream/musingsandprosi00baylgoog#page/n28/mode/2up 
5 https://archive.org/stream/musingsandprosi00baylgoog#page/n64/mode/2up 

https://archive.org/stream/megsdiversiondra00crav#page/n4/mode/1up
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of five in the local performance was Miss MacKenzie, who played Susan. 
(Bristol Mercury 21 January 1893).   
                                                      
In 1894 ‘two dramatic performances were given by ladies and gentlemen 
staying at the Court and in the neighbourhood in aid of the funds of the 
Harptree Cricket Club.’  The first item was a farce, Cross Purposes, written 
by William O’Brien in 1772.6 This was followed by The Jacobite, a two act 
comic drama by J R Planche (1847): ‘Widow Pottle, landlady of the 
Crooked Billett, was so well undertaken by Mrs Kettlewelll, with her old-
time “Kerks, and what thees’t broake.” (Wells Journal 19 April 1894). It is 
not beyond the realms of possibility that the Kettlewells knew of J R 
Planche’s various published writings on the use of scenery and use of 
costume.7  Incidentally, Planche described Frances, Countess Waldegrave’s 
father John Braham as ‘the greatest English tenor perhaps ever known 
[and] about the worst actor ever seen’8 in his autobiography published in 
1872. 
 
In 1895 the Kettlewells and ‘ladies and gentlemen staying in the 
neighbourhood’ put on another successful entertainment. It was hoped 
that ‘considerable alterations [would] be enabled to be made to the 
village school as a result of the performances’. The first item was a farce 
called My Turn Next, set in a country apothecary’s shop parlour. Written 
by Thomas J Williams, another prolific playwright and first staged at the 
Holborn Theatre in 1866.9 The principal role was taken by Mr M A Olphert, 
who, as the apothecary, Mr Taraxacum Twitters, evoked peals of laughter 
– many would have recognised taraxacum officinale as the common 
dandelion. The farce was followed by a drama called A Sheep in Wolf’s 
Clothing, a tale of Monmouth’s Rebellion by Tom Taylor. This had been 
extremely popular with the theatre going public – in April 1857 Charles 
Dodgson (Lewis Carroll) saw it in London and described it as very clever.10  

                                                             
6 
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=6QVXAAAAcAAJ&pg=PA1&source=gbs_toc_r&cad=3
#v=onepage&q&f=false 
7 http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/22351?docPos=2 
8 
https://archive.org/stream/recollectionsan00plangoog#page/n102/mode/2up/search/Bra
ham 
9 http://www.simonbeattie.co.uk/catalogues/shakespeare.pdf 
10 Waking, Edward, Lewis Carroll: The Man and his Circle, p. 217 
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It was a wonderfully colourful play in period costume, with plenty of scope 
for Mr Hope as the villain, Colonel Kirke; and for Harry Kettlewell and 
Frances Mackenzie, the Rector’s younger daughter, to show their skills at 
speaking in the Somerset dialect. 11 
 

Mrs Baker ‘rendered her part with nearly professional ability. …[Mrs 
Kettlewell] was also most successful in her part of Dame Carew. Mr W 
W Kettlewell played Colonel Lord Churchill (of the Life Guards); Mr 
Harry Kettlewell, who as Kester Chedzoy was “old Zummerzett” to 
perfection.  Mr E Kettlewell, who, as, John Zoyland, was a most 
business-like locksmith.’ (Wells Journal 2 May 1895, Shepton Mallet 
Journal 3 May 1895)’  
 

In 1896 ‘two dramatic performances were given in this pretty little 
theatre…this theatre always draws from the slopes of the Mendips a large 
and appreciative audience.’  The first piece was set in ‘a lodging house at 
Chewmouth, with a charming view over the harbour. This was painted by 
Mr Kettlewell.’ The second piece was The Bonnie Fishwife was a ‘pretty 
Scotch play in two acts. …The scenery being painted by Mr W W 
Kettlewell. It represented a Scotch shooting, with its views over the 
braes and burns’. (Wells Journal 30 April 1896)  This play, written by 
Charles Selby, a member of the company at The Strand, was for three 
male and one female characters: ‘a very sprightly piece in which the lady is 
required to sing, and to be capable of assuming the Scottish dialect’.12 
 
It appears that 1896 was the last Kettlewell theatrical performance – in so 
far as they were reported by the local newspapers. The baton was taken 
up by the East Harptree WI, formed in 1917, their drama group won 
county WI competitions in the 1920s.

                                                             
11 https://archive.org/stream/sheepinwolfsclot00tayluoft#page/6/mode/2up 
12 https://archive.org/stream/huntingslippers01bech#page/n27/mode/2up 
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The West Harptree Miracle Influences a Dispute Over the 
Manor of West Harptree Tilly 
 
In The Harptreenian for September 2005, I wrote an article about 
‘The West Harptree Miracle’, which took place in 1485/6. At that 
time I tried, unsuccessfully, to find some further information to add 
to the description in the main source I had used, ‘The Miracles of 
King Henry VI’ (see note 1), from both The National Archives and the 
Wiltshire Record Office. However, documents about a dispute over 
the lordship of the manor of West Harptree Tilly in the early 1500s 
have helped to fill in some of the gaps. 
 
To recap briefly on the story as told in ‘The Miracles of King Henry 
VI’: a certain young man called Richard Bays of West Harptree was a 
member of the Bays family (several spellings including Bayous, 
indicating that the family originally came from Bayeux). The family 
had been the lords of the manor of West Harptree Tilly from 1361 
until 1476 when Thomas Bays sold the manor to William Roynon. In 
1485/6, when the events described took place, Richard held the 
office of cupbearer – a key personal role – in the household of a 
member of the powerful Stourton family of Wiltshire. 
 
For reasons which are not entirely clear, perhaps associated with 
settling accounts with the Stourtons at the end of the Wars of the 
Roses, an unnamed nobleman of higher rank than the Stourton 
lords wrongly accused Richard of being an accomplice with others in 
robbing a priest. Accordingly, he was thrown into the gaol at 
Salisbury to await trial by the circuit judges on their next visit. In due 
course, Richard was arraigned before the judges, found guilty of this 
crime (of which he was innocent) by a bribed jury, sentenced to 
death and hanged. However, when he was eventually cut down he 
was found to be still alive. He was saved from rehanging by a priest, 
who was the procurator of the Hospital of St John in Salisbury, and 
who claimed the body according to the law at the time.  
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Richard attributed his miraculous escape to King Henry VI, who had 
appeared to him while on the gibbet. Later he told his story and 
eventually received a pardon from King Henry VII.  

***** 
A large number of documents held under the designation ‘SPY’ in 
the Somerset Archives at Taunton refer to the manor of West 
Harptree Tilly over a long period and are of great local historical 
interest. In addition, these are well indexed in the on-line catalogue. 
 
Last August 2016, when searching the catalogue for interesting 
West Harptree material, I chanced upon the description of SPY/59, 
which comprises a bundle of 19 documents of Roynon family 
papers. The description includes that some of the papers related ‘to 
the claim by Edmund and William Roynon to the manor of West 
Harptree Tilly, allegedly found by inquisition of 1507 as having 
belonged to Richard Bays, previously executed as a felon’; and that 
a copy of Richard Bays’ indictment in 1485 for robbery at Little 
Langford, Wiltshire was one of these papers. The name, the year 
and the nature of the crime seemed inevitably to point to the 
events set out in ‘The Miracles of King Henry VI’, so I eagerly 
examined some of those documents that seemed most pertinent. I 
was not disappointed. 
 
The first document of interest is what appears to be a transcription 
or extract from the official entry of the trial of Richard Bays from the 
record of the ‘gaol delivery’ (i.e. trying by the circuit judges) at 
Salisbury of the prisoners held in the prison of Old Sarum on 
Wednesday 22 February 1485/6 (at that time, the year began in 
March not on 1 January). If so, it a copy of one of the official records 
from the date(s) that I had been told previously were missing from 
the National Archives. 
 
Richard was described as ‘lately of Little Langford in Wiltshire’. He 
was accused that he, together with Richard Adams, lately of New 
Sarum (i.e. Salisbury) a goldsmith, had broken into the home of 
Thomas Gifford, rector of the parish of Little Langford, armed with 
swords, bows and arrows. They had assaulted Thomas, tied him up 
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and mistreated him ‘such that he despaired of his life’. Then they 
stole and carried away a number of his possessions, as follows:  
 
‘11 silver spoons worth 36s. 8d.; four gold rings worth 40s.; five 
silver rings worth 8s. 4d.; one belt of silk decorated with silver gilt 
worth 23s.; three other belts of silk decorated with silver worth 
20s.; a nut called a ‘standing nut’ (perhaps refers to a coconut fitted 
with a base so that it stands upright?) of silver and gilt with a cover 
for the same worth 60s.; one silver powderbox worth 16s.; one 
rosary of red coral worth 13s. 4d.; two rosaries of jet? with silver 
rosary beads worth 10s.; a short sword called a knife decorated with 
silver worth 4s.; one rosary of silver worth 16s. 8d.; and a certain 
purse of silk worth 12d. with eight marks of legal English money in 
hard cash contained in the same purse from the goods and chattels 
of the aforesaid Thomas’. The total amount comes to £17 15s. 8d. 
    
When he was asked for his answer to the accusation, Richard said 
that he was not to blame for the crime of robbery and ‘placed 
himself for good or ill upon his reputation’. However, the jury found 
him guilty and, because he had no lands, tenements, goods nor 
chattels (which would presumably have been forfeited instead), it 
was determined that he should be hanged. The rest of the story is 
told in ‘The Miracles of King Henry VI’. 
 
It is particularly important for what is said in some of the other 
documents in the SPY/59 bundle to note that, at his trial, Richard 
Bays was said to have had no lands nor tenements. This was to be 
significant, it seems, in settling the later dispute over who was 
legally the lord of the manor of West Harptree Tilly. 
 
The next document of relevance records the results of two separate 
inquisitions and a subsequent action in the Court of Chancery. The 
first inquisition was held at ‘Harptre Tilly’ on 20 May 1508 in the 
presence of William Bedisley, eschaetor of King Henry VII. (The 
eschaetor was the official who looked after the king’s interests, 
particularly in the case of the death of a person who may have held 
land directly from the king.) 
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A jury of local people was summoned, including: John Brither, John 
More, Richard Speryng, Thomas Webbe, John Radford, John Aleyn, 
John Batell, John Symms, William Voul, John Grey, Richard Combe, 
Walter Tege, Thomas Egell, John Sherbourne, Thomas Purnell junior, 
William Purnell, Walter Spor’, Richard Webbe, William Shephard 
and John Colman. These said on oath that, at the time of the felony, 
Richard Bays (identified in another document as the son of Thomas 
Bays), ‘was seised of and in the manors of Harpetre Tylly and 
Tykenham...’ and that he held these from the king as of his honour 
of Gloucester by military service. The manor would therefore have 
been forfeit to the king. (See note 2) 
 
This decision by the local Harptree jury about who had held the 
manor of West Harptree Tilly 23 years previously must have been 
very difficult to arrive at, as this was the confusing period when 
William Roynon was buying the manor from Richard’s father 
Thomas (see The Harptreenian for September 2015). No wonder 
they got it wrong.  
 
The second inquisition, by the order of the writ of the then king 
Henry VIII, is only briefly mentioned and is undated. However, it 
seems most likely to have taken place as a result of the death of 
William Roynon in 1511, and is said to have repeated the conclusion 
of the earlier one. This second inquisition led to the court action 
that took place on the 23 November 1512 in the king’s Court of 
Chancery. Edmund Roynon (son of William Roynon and his wife 
Joan) appeared through his attorney, William Nanson, and claimed 
that, long before the condemnation and death of Richard Bays, the 
manor of West Harptree Tilly had been held by his parents jointly, 
then by his father as widower and on William’s death passed to him 
as the legitimate heir. Edmund, therefore, had entered into the 
manor until ‘by the lately specious inquiry he was removed and 
expelled unjustly’.  
 
Luckily, Edmund was able to produce evidence to support his claim, 
including presumably the documents detailing his father’s claims 
and cross-examinations on the subject when he was alive. The 
judgement of the Court was that ‘the hands of the lord king should 
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be removed from the possession of the aforesaid manor of Harpetre 
Tylly with appurtenances. And that the aforesaid Edmund Ruynon 
should be restored to his possession together with the income from 
it, from the time that the deceitful inquiry (i.e. the second one) was 
held’.  
 
It is surprising to note that, even by 1512, the parties concerned 
were not aware that Richard Bays had not in fact died, but had 
survived and been pardoned by King Henry VII. Maybe Richard 
never returned to West Harptree and probably distanced himself 
from Salisbury as well. The story of the miracle, therefore, still 
cannot be completely verified. 
 
Notes:  
1.  ‘The Miracles of King Henry VI’ by Father Ronald Knox and Shane 

Leslie, published in 1923. This describes the findings of the 
commission set up by Henry VII to enquire into the authenticity 
of many posthumous miracles attributed to Henry VI. It describes 
in detail the few that were validated.  

2. The official record of this first inquisition, together with the writ 
of King Henry VIII ordering the second inquisition is held in the 
National Archives under ref. C 142/25/35. The record of the 
second inquisition is not held there unfortunately, according to 
the catalogue. 

 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Housebreaking – Harptree Hill, Tuesday 21st 
December 1847 
 
On Tuesday 21st December 1847 two strangers were in and around the 
area of the Harptrees. They were 19 year old Thomas Webster and 19 year 
old William Williams. Both were prolific thieves and were out looking for 
things to steal. 
 
62 year old labourer Thomas Currell and his 71 year old wife Mary lived 
with their son John at a house on Harptree Hill. On the same day that the 
strangers were in the area Mary locked up her house and went with her 
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husband to the Parish Vestry in West Harptree, taking the front door key 
with her.  
 
The house was secured by a lock on the front door, the back door was 
bolted from the inside and the kitchen window had been nailed shut.  
 
As the Currells made their way along the Turn Pike Road1 towards West 
Harptree, their attention was drawn to Webster and Williams coming 
towards them. They stood out due to being strangers in the area. The 
Currells continued on to the Vestry but found that it was locked so they 
then split up.  
 
Thomas went towards Mendip2 with Mary returning home. When Mary 
got back to their house she found that the kitchen window had been 
forced from the outside and the back door was open after being unlocked 
from the inside3. 
 
As Mary went into the house she found that it had been ransacked. Her 
sons sleeping room4, which had been secured with a padlock, had been 
forced open. Stolen from a locked box in that room were four sovereigns 
and two half sovereigns5. Mary also found that a silk waistcoat from John’s 
room had been stolen as well. From her sleeping room another secured 
box was broken into and a cotton handkerchief taken. 
 
As she continued to look around the house she also found that her 
husband’s knife with the initials TC carved on the handle had been taken 
from a work box in the kitchen. It was suggested at subsequent court 
proceedings that this knife had been used to break open the locked boxes 
and force the padlock from the door to John’s sleeping room during the 
offence. Mary informed the village constable of the crime.  
 
PC Millard knew exactly who the offenders were and where they were 
from. He began to give chase towards Keynsham6. As the officer reached 
Pensford, PC Hale joined him and when the two arrived at Keynsham a 
third officer, PC Penny, joined them as well. 
 
All three officers went straight to the home of Hannah Russ7 and found 
Webster and Williams there. Both were arrested and claimed that they 
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were innocent of any crime, having just arrived at Webster’s Aunts house 
from Bath. They were taken to the Lamb and Lark Inn8 and searched. 
 
Webster was in possession of a Half Crown and 3/- in silver. This was 
wrapped in a bit of paper enclosed in a bag which was tied with a 
bootlace. He also had Thomas Currell’s knife with the initials TC inscribed 
on the handle. He claimed that the money was his and that he had bought 
the knife about one month earlier in South Wales, paying four shillings for 
it.  
 
When Williams was searched he was found to be wearing John Currell’s 
silk waistcoat and had Mary’s handkerchief tied around his neck. In a 
trouser pocket he had the sovereigns and half sovereigns that were stolen 
from John Currell’s room. When asked, Williams claimed to have bought 
the waistcoat a fortnight earlier in Bath and gave 6d for the handkerchief 
at the same time. There was also a shilling and a farthing in a pocket of the 
waistcoat. 
 
Thomas returned home from “towards Mendip” an hour and half later. 
Upon hearing of the burglary he went in pursuit of two strangers. He got 
to Pensford and found the 3 officers and their two prisoners coming back 
from Keynsham. He identified both prisoners as the strangers he had seen 
earlier and also identified his son’s waistcoat and the other stolen 
property. 
 
Both men were detained overnight and appeared before Captain Scobell9 
at Temple Cloud Magistrates Court10 the following morning. They were 
committed for trial at the next Assizes and remanded in custody11.   
 
The next Assize was the Epiphany Sessions in Wells on the 4th January 
1848. 
 
On that day Thomas Webster and William Williams12 were convicted of 
housebreaking and stealing property belonging to Thomas, Mary and John 
Currell13 and sentenced to be; 
 

“Transported beyond the seas for seven years” 
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So off to Australia it was for Thomas Webster, travelling on the Blenheim 
with 294 other convicts on the 23rd March 1850, arriving 24th July 1850 at 
Van Diemen’s Land (Tasmania). I am still researching the fate of William 
Williams.  
 
 
Talking Points/Notes 
 
There are many talking points that come from this report. Some of the 
points themselves will raise other talking points from any replies and 
suggestions. Below are just a few; 
 

1 Was the Turnpike Road the A368 Bath to Weston Super Mare 
road?  
 

2 What did going towards Mendip mean? Attending a Public House 
of that name, going for a drink or just a roundabout way home? 

 
3 This was necessary to prove the offence of housebreaking under 

the larceny act in force at that time, ie the house was secure and 
broken into. 

 
4 What would commonly be known now as bedrooms have been 

described as “sleeping rooms” in the original official 
documentation regarding this case. 

 
5 Thomas Currell was a farm labourer. His wife didn’t work but their 

son, John, had managed to save £5 in Sovereigns and half 
sovereigns and owned a silk waistcoat.  

 
6 The journey to Pensford would have been more direct as there 

was no lake in the way! 
 

7 The 1841 England and Wales census has Hannah Russ aged 35 
living in Keynsham and married to an agricultural labourer. 
 

8 The Lamb and Lark Inn was situated on the High Street in 
Keynsham having opened in 1745. It also acted as an Excise Office 
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and as such would have had some form of security which is no 
doubt why the prisoners were first taken there. The pub was 
demolished in 1970. 
 

9 Captain George Treweeke Scobell was a Naval Officer between 
1798 and 1843. He was also a Member of Parliament for Bath 
from 1851 to 1857. He regularly appeared as a Magistrate at 
Temple Cloud Magistrates Court. 
 

10  Temple Cloud Magistrates Court would have jurisdiction over 
Harptree Hill.  
 

11  Both were held at Shepton Mallet prison. 
 

12  From prison records the description of both men are as   follows; 
Webster; 19 years old, 5’2” tall, sallow   complexion, hazel brown 
eyes, single and squints. Williams; 19 years old, 5’3” tall, sallow 
complexion, dark brown eyes, single with scurvy marks on face. 
 

13  In the 1851 England and Wales Census the Currell’s have moved 
from Harptree Hill and were then residing in the Farthing of 
Moreton not far from the Blue Bowl Public House. They are both 
registered as being born in West Harptree. 
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Announcement in the Bath Chronicle and  
Weekly Gazette Thursday 23 June 1803 
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‘one of the men who really won the war’ 
 
Long after the war was over, Colonel Kettlewell happened to meet a ‘well 
known admiral’ and on mentioning his good friend, Bayntun Hippisley, the 
admiral remarked Bayntun was ‘one of the men who really won the war’.  
 
Colonel Kettlewell wrote The Times obituary for Commander R J B 
Hippisley (1865-1956) of Ston Easton Park: ‘Few are left now who can 
appraise the value of an almost unique personality, that of Commander 
Hippisley, of Ston Easton Park, North Somerset, who died recently, aged 
90.’  Known to everyone as Bayntun Hippisley he inherited the Park from 
his grandfather, the ‘Old Squire’.  Like his grandfather, ‘he entered fully 
into the communal and sporting life of the neighbourhood as a JP and a 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the North Somerset Yeomanry and he was a keen 

shot and fisherman.’  More 
unusually, he also shared 
with his grandfather ‘a 
most remarkable 
mechanical and scientific 
gift’.  Colonel Kettlewell 
wrote that ‘it was a 
privilege to be admitted to 
his beautifully equipped 
workshop’ at Ston Easton 
Park. ‘He had no need to 
use his remarkable gift 
save as a hobby’. ‘But it 
was the First World War 
that afforded him the 
opening to a place in the 
roll of fame.’ He was 
appointed Commander 
RNVR and ‘given carte 

blanche to select, organize and maintain throughout the war the wireless 
stations round these isles; so secret and of such importance was his work 



39 
 

that he could then only be communicated with through the Admiralty.’ 
After the war, ‘Hippisley could never be drawn to talk of these 
experiences’. Colonel Kettlewell feared they may have been buried with 
him.13  
 
But not so. In 1995 William Rees Mogg wrote in The Times of his 
memories of attending Commander Hippisley’s funeral in 1956: ‘In 
Somerset we believe that Bayntun Hippisley personally won the First 
World War.’ Bayntun was the ‘man who solved the problem of listening to 
the U-Boats when they were talking to each other on the radio by devising 
a double tuning device which simultaneously identified the waveband and 
the precise wave length.’14 The centenary of the Great War has seen 
numerous projects to develop our understanding of the war. One such 
project was Innovating in Combat: Telecommunications and intellectual 
property in the First World War, conducted at the University of Leeds and 
the Museum of the History of Science, Oxford and funded by the Arts and 
Humanities Research Council.15 Bayntun also has a page in Grace’s Guide 
to British Industrial History.16  Information on Hippisley family comes from 
Mike Matthew’s family history website (thank you Mike).17 Gradually a 
picture begins to emerge.  
 
Richard John Bayntun Hippisley was educated at Rugby, but rather than 
continuing his studies at Oxford or Cambridge, Bayntun went to Hammond 
Electrical Engineering College, (Faraday House), London to study 
engineering and maths before completing his apprenticeship at Thorn 
Engineering. His grandfather, a member of leading scientific societies, was 
interested in astronomy and his uncle, Colonel Richard Lionel Hippisley, 
Royal Engineers, served as Director of Telegraphs during the South Africa 
War. In 1903 he published a History of Telegraph Operations during the 

                                                             
13 Lieutenant-Colonel H. W. Kettlewell. "Cmdr. R. J. B. Hippisley." Times [London, 
England] 11 Apr. 1956: 13. The Times Digital Archive. Web. 16 June 2017. 
14 William Rees-Mogg. "Tradition and the innovative talent." Times [London, 
England] 5 June 1995: 18. The Times Digital Archive. Web. 14 June 2017. 
15 http://blogs.mhs.ox.ac.uk/innovatingincombat/hippisley-hut-hunstanton-
wireless-interception-world-war-one/ 
16 http://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Baynton_Hippisley 
17 www.boddyparts.co.uk/hippisleyfamily. Also the photograph – from Mates 
County Series (1908)   

http://www.boddyparts.co.uk/hippisleyfamily
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South African War, 1899 – 1902.  In the same year he was a British 
representative at an international conference of wireless telegraphy in 
Berlin. The conference emphasised the importance of wireless telegraphy 
as a means of communication at sea and between ship and shore.18   
 
Baytun followed in his uncle’s footsteps. In 1912, whilst operating his 
wireless station at the Lizard, he picked up messages from the Titanic. In 
1913 he was appointed a member of the War Office Committee on 
Wireless Telegraphy. On the outbreak of war, despite confiscation of 
private wireless receivers, the Admiralty welcomed the voluntary help of 
many skilled amateur wireless enthusiasts - Bayntun and a friend, Edward 
Russell Clarke, had already been monitoring German wireless traffic. They 
were appointed to the Naval Intelligence. Division and given their own 
listening post at Hunstanton, on the Norfolk coast, near the Marconi 
station in 1914. Later in the war Bayntun, with the rank of Commander, 
set up listening posts along the South coast and abroad in Oranto, Malta 
and Ancona.  
 
Wireless interception and decryption had improved so much that during 
late 1917 significantly more U-boats were being destroyed; enabling the 
Navy to clear the way for the ships bringing supplies and American troops 
across the Atlantic and. They were also able to monitor the Zeppelins. In 
the first four months of 1918, four Zeppelins were shot down over England 
and 24 U-boats were sunk. In June 1918 Baytun was awarded the OBE for 
his ‘exceptional service.’19  
 
But it was too late for Colonel’s Kettlewell’s cousin Lieutenant Commander 
Wybrants Olphert DSO and bar, DSC, RNR. Wybrants had been educated 
at Bristol Grammar School, and no doubt spent holidays at Harptree Court. 
He joined the Merchant Navy and gave Harptree Court as his home 
address.20 During the war he was appointed to the Q-ship HMS Salvia.  The 
Navy’s job was not just to protect Britain’s shores but also to make sure 
her supplies got through and to prevent the enemy getting his supplies. At 
the beginning of the war the Germans had the upper hand with their 

                                                             
18  "Conference On Wireless Telegraphy." Times [London, England] 5 Aug. 1903: 
3. The Times Digital Archive. Web. 14 June 2017. 
19 RNR records, The National Archives, accessed through Findmypast.co.uk 
20 Merchant Navy Crew Lists, accessed through Findmypast.co.uk.  
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submarines, so the British developed the Q ships - heavily armed 
merchant ships with concealed guns, designed to trick the submarines into 
making a surface attack.  The Salvia had already survived one attack by 
enemy submarine on 20 October 1916 but on 20 June 1917 she was 
successfully torpedoed by U-94 off the west coast of Ireland. The men 
managed to take to the boats and were later picked up by another Q ship, 
but Captain Olphert had stayed too long with his ship; he was taken off by 
the submarine and spent the rest of the war as a prisoner of war. Money 
was collected to provide parcels of comforts for prisoners of war. The 
Taunton Courier 17 April 1918, listed contributors, including ‘people of 
East Harptree, per Mrs Olphert, £1 4s,’  The Taunton Courier reported a 
further 14s given per Mrs Olphert from East Harptree on 17 July 1918. This 
is probably Wybrant’s wife, Evelyn, born in New Zealand; they married in 
1910. After the war, Wybrants and his wife moved to New Zealand, where 
he died in 1938.21 
 
Colonel Kettlewell, Shropshire Light Infantry, saw action in South Africa – 
he was a second lieutenant when he was wounded with the 2 Bn at 
Paardeberg on 18 February 1900.22 During World War 1 he served in 
France as a Deputy Assistant Quartermaster General (DAQMG).23  This 
rank was a Grade Two staff officer with the rank of Major at divisional 
level – in other words he dealt with supply matters.24 He was mentioned 
twice in dispatches.25  Dealing with supplies, he would have known all too 
well the multitude of items needs by an army on active service. The items 
could not have reached the Front if it had not been for the ships. Many 
more ships would have been lost without the skills of the men at the 
listening posts. The men at the listening posts could not have done their 
work without the men who devised the techniques. So yes – Bayntun was 
one of the men who really won the war!  

Postscript 
The Daily Telegraph 19 March 2015 property pages featured Bayntun’s 
listening post which had become a holiday home called Hippisley Hut. It 

                                                             
21 The Times, Saturday, Jan 08, 1938 
22 http://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=gbm%2fbw%2f031410 
23 Oxford University Roll of Honour.  
http://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=gbm%2funiv-roll%2f28688 
24 http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com/forums/index.php?/topic/2809-daqmg 
25 http://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=gbm%2funiv-roll%2f18910 
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was for sale for £575,000.  The same article also included Somerset’s 
Cranmore Tower, which was used by the Home Guard and the Royal Corps 
of Signals during World War 2 – it has views of six counties from its top. Its 
asking price was £850,000. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
A Railway to Harptree? 
 
You may have noticed the newspaper advertisement reproduced on the 
front cover of this Journal, which on 23 August 1873 advertised the sale of 
Harptree Court in East Harptree. The penultimate sentence of the 
announcement refers to the passing of an Act of Parliament to allow 
construction of the Bristol and Chew Valley Railway (BCVR).  The estate 
agent of the time clearly recognised the market value of convenient access 
to the rapidly growing national rail network.  
  
The station for Harptree, like the BCVR, was never built, and it is 
interesting to speculate what the Harptrees would be like now if this 
investment had been realised.  
    
Setting the scene 
 
The opening of Great Western Railway (GWR) company main line from 
London to Bristol in 1841 marked the beginning of a huge change to the 
rural landscape of the West Country, physically, socially and economically. 
Instead of local produce being marketed to the local community, the GWR 
opened up markets and opportunities for employment further afield. It 
didn’t happen overnight, but from the mid C19th the railways gave access 
along previously undreamt-of swathes of the country, bringing irreversible 
social changes. 
 
The routes of the big railway companies were seen as the motorways of 
today, and it was not long before people in hitherto very rural areas 
wanted a ‘junction’ close to them. Important inland market towns found 
themselves at a major disadvantage when the trunk railways invested in 
rival communities, giving them cheap and fast transport for the export and 
import of goods and services. Towns like Wells and Shepton Mallet knew 
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that their future vitality was dependent on being linked to the railway 
network.  
 
A railway could not be built without an Act of Parliament and it was 
inevitable that many Bills went forward, promoted by entrepreneurs 
attracted by the lure of joining the ranks of the business tycoons emerging 
on the back of the Industrial Revolution. The Wiltshire, Somerset and 
Weymouth Railway (WS&WR) was an early runner, granted by an Act of 
Parliament on 30 June 1845 which allowed construction of a line from the 
GWR main line near Chippenham, to Salisbury and Weymouth, via Frome, 
Witham and Castle Cary. The company was soon taken over by GWR and, 
in the event, the line was built only as far as Frome by the autumn of 
1850. Nearby Shepton Mallet residents could see the viability of being 
linked, and the East Somerset Railway (ESR) company was formed in 1855. 
It wasn’t long before the City of Wells wanted its share of the benefits of 
rail transport and, having failed to achieve a link to the Somerset Central 
Railway’s (SCR) broad gauge line between Glastonbury and Highbridge, 
sought a connection to the ESR. The new connection opened in 1862, 
although ironically, and presumably owing to the competition, the SCR 
also managed to open its branch to Wells in March 1859. Thus, within 
three years Wells had two stations. The SCR was merged with the Dorset 
Central Railway in August 1862, together forming the Somerset and Dorset 
Railway (the well-known S&DR). 
  
The ESR was later sold to the powerful GWR, but the S&DR meanwhile 
decided to proceed with an earlier scheme to link Wells with Yatton, and 
thence with Bristol and Exeter Railway’s (B&ER) main south-west line.  The 
Act of Parliament for the Cheddar Valley and Yatton Railway was passed in 
July 1864. The scheme was transferred to the B&ER the following year and 
opened as far as Cheddar in August 1868 and Wells the following May. We 
now know this route as the Strawberry Line, and for very good reason. The 
well-known crops of the famous Cheddar area strawberries could at last 
be marketed beyond the local economy. The rail link meant that produce 
that had to be fresh at the point of sale at last had access to quick and 
efficient transport, a godsend to the growers, pickers and the 
communities which depended on this seasonal market-garden industry for 
their survival. 
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The villages of Blagdon and Farrington Gurney were among many which 
were unable to raise the necessary backing to attract a working link to the 
burgeoning rail network. They were eventually able to take advantage of 
rail technology via The Light Railways Act of 1896, which enabled the 
building and running of railways to lower standards.  This paved the way 
for the Wrington Vale Light Railway (WVLR), which was built from 
Congresbury to Blagdon in 1901 and enabled the construction of Blagdon 
Lake by the Bristol Waterworks Company shortly afterwards. 
 
The Bristol and Chew Valley Railway 
 
Whilst the growth of the railway network in Somerset, in the decades 
following GWR’s link to London in 1841, gave most of Somerset good 
access, the Chew Valley and the northern slopes of Mendip were notable 
in their continued isolation.  The Bristol, Winford and Chew Valley Railway 
(BW&CVR) company, later known as the CVR, was formed in the 1860s. 
The promoters argued the merits of the route to generate the revenue 
required for its creation, focussing on the rich agricultural and mineral 
resources of the area and, whilst advertising and fund-raising proceeded, 
so did the business of surveying the route, with John Anstiel as chief 
engineer. It took three attempts before the Private Bill submitted to the 
House was successful and the Act passed on 19 May 1873 to permit 
construction of a line from Bristol to Winford, Chew Stoke, West Harptree, 
East Harptree, Litton and Chewton Mendip. 
 
The drawings produced by the surveyors have survived and are held 
locally in the Somerset Record Office. These record considerable detail 
about the alignment, from curvature to land ownership. The figures 
reproduced here show the sections running through the Parishes of East 
and West Harptree. 
 
The railway was divided into three sections, with ‘Railway No 1’ 
commencing from the main line at Bedminster Down and finishing at 
Winford, just to the southwest of the village centre. ‘Railway No 2’ 
commenced from Winford, following the valley before skirting Pagan’s Hill 
in a leisurely loop and then around the western edge of Chew Stoke. It 
then ran parallel to the road which ran from Chew Stoke to the Blue Bowl 
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Inn, ending on the road from West Harptree to North Widcombe. This 
second section was 5 miles, 6 furlongs and 1.7 chains long. 
 

 
 
‘Railway No 3’ ran from the North Widcombe Road eastwards, crossing 
Whistley Lane, Molly Brook and the lane to Shrole (sic). It must have been 
in this short section that the Harptree Station would have been built. From 
here the line continued along the Chew valley past Cawley (sic), Sherborn, 
to the south of Litton, finally ending up just short of the centre of Chewton 
Mendip. The total length of ‘No 3’ was 3 miles, 2 furlongs and 5.8 chains.  
 
The plan extracts shown below indicate what a wide limit of deviation was 
required, taking in considerable land and, indeed, property. Sections were 
also included in the swatch of drawings held in the Archive (but not 
reproduced here), which showed where cuttings and embankments were 
required. One section shows that the steepest gradient of ‘Railway No 3’ 
was to be 1 : 50 on the bend near Litton. 
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In addition to the drawings held by the SRO, schedules exist which provide 
a fascinating glimpse into land use and land ownership. All of the land 
parcels within the limits of deviation are numbered, and each land use and 
owner identified. The two tables, below, show some typical examples 
extracted from this schedule. 
 
WEST HARPTREE 
No 
on 
Plan 

Description of 
property 

Owner or reputed owners Lessees or 
reputed 
lessees 

Occupiers 

5 Farm House 
Barn Bartons 
Garden and 
Outbuildings 

James Orledge  John Weston 

25 Pasture Francis Whereal Newton The Trustees 
under the 
Will of the 
late John 
Weston, 
namely John 
Weston and 
Thomas 
Ashman 

Thomas Weston 

50 Arable His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales  Maria Jackman 

53 Arable footpath 
and stream 

The Trustees under the Will of the late 
Edward Leacroft namely, John James 
and Arthur Harward 

 George Caple 

58 Pasture and 
footpath 

The Churchwardens and overseers of 
the Parish of West Harptree 

 Elizabeth 
Chapman 

EAST HARPTREE 
21 Arable Charles Pope  William Adams 

29 Pasture The Right Honorable (sic) William 
Frederick Earl Waldegrave 

 Joseph Grant 

32 Pasture, 
Roadway and 
Stream 

Reverend Charles Kemble  Charles Adam 
Kemble 

38 Pasture The surviving Trustee and Beneficiaries 
under the Will of the late William Griffin 
namely John Griffin, Thomas Flower 
Griffin, James Francis and Susan his 
wife, Anna Maria Griffin, Thomas Carr 
and Sarah Ann his wife, Emma Griffin, 
George Read and Charlotte his wife, 
Edward Griffin, Frances Griffin, John 
Jones and Julia Jane his wife, Mr H W 
Bray and Amelia his wife 

 George Morgan 

46 Pasture and 
footpath 

The Trustees under the Will of the late 
James Salvidge namely Thomas 
Vowles  Edwin Banwell 

Hannah 
Salvidge 

Edwin Banwell 
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No records have been found to explain the failure of the company to build 
the line.  Many such ventures failed due to unexpected costs and technical 
constraints.  As with major engineering projects today, it is possible that 
the critical income needed to support operational costs, such as from 
Mendip mining, simply failed to deliver as the historic Somerset minerals 
market was outpriced by cheaper imports from the colonies and further 
afield.  
 
Whatever the cause, it is interesting to speculate what might have been. 
The changes in the landscape, economy and social structure of the area 
brought by the now defunct railways that were built offer a clue.  The 
building of Blagdon Lake, the international renown for its cheese and 
caves of the previously isolated minor settlement at Cheddar, the success 
of Wells and Shepton Mallet, all suggest that the parishes of East and 
West Harptree would be different places today had the CVS been built and 
operated.  How would it have changed the lives of people in the upper 
Chew Valley? Would either of the Harptrees have become a small town, 
perhaps in response to quarrying or mining activities? Where would the 
margins of Chew Valley Lake have been? 
 
Had the line been built, and survived through Dr Beeching’s cuts to the 
railway network in the 1960s, commuters from the Harptrees might today, 
rather than driving cars, be chatting on a platform awaiting the next train 
to London.  
 
Sources: 
The author gratefully acknowledges the kind permission of the South West 
Heritage Trust to reproduce extracts from the deposited Plans and 
Sections Ref Q/RUP/362 Bristol, Winford & Chew Valley Railway 
30.11.1862 (Somerset Heritage Centre). 
 
Other sources include: Cheddar Valley Line, Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cheddar_Valley_line0 

The British Newspaper Archive 
(http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIk8_e6Mf_1QIVSirTCh2k

YAA_EAAYASAAEgIqI_D_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds&dclid=CMTgnerH_9UCFWqA7QodU-IL5w) 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cheddar_Valley_line0
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIk8_e6Mf_1QIVSirTCh2kYAA_EAAYASAAEgIqI_D_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds&dclid=CMTgnerH_9UCFWqA7QodU-IL5w
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIk8_e6Mf_1QIVSirTCh2kYAA_EAAYASAAEgIqI_D_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds&dclid=CMTgnerH_9UCFWqA7QodU-IL5w
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Programme: September 2017 to July 2018 
 
2017 

Wednesday, 27 
September 

‘New research on the churches of East Harptree & West Harptree’, an 
illustrated talk by Jerry Sampson. 
Preceded by the Society’s AGM at 6.30pm 

Wednesday, 25 
October 

‘The work of the Churches Conservation Trust & local churches in their care’. 
An illustrated talk by Kim Thompson 

Wednesday, 29 
November 

‘Tyntesfield, Progress and Discoveries’. An illustrated talk by Terry and Jenny 
Stevens. 

Wednesday, 13 
December 

‘A show of vintage films’ by Sue Giddings. With supper and pay bar. Doors 
open 7.00pm. Cost TBA 

 
2018 

Wednesday, 31 
January 

‘The Avon Valley Copper & Brass Industry 1700-1750’. An illustrated talk by 
Tony Coverdale 

Wednesday, 28 
February 

Reports on recent projects by members of the Society’s research group. 

Wednesday, 28 
March 

‘The Royal Palaces of Cheddar’. An illustrated talk by John Page 

Wednesday, 25 
April 

‘The Bristol Riots of 1831’. An illustrated talk by Prof. Alan Jocelyn 

FOR OUTSIDE VISITS, PLEASE CHECK WITH THE VISIT LISTS FOR FINAL DETAILS OR ANY 
CHANGES 

Wednesday, 30 
May 

A guided visit led by Felicity Medcalf, a Bath blue badge guide, to Newton 
Park, covering its history and Capability Brown’s Gardens, starting 6.30pm. 
Cost TBA. 

Wednesday, 27 
June 

(to be confirmed) Probably a tour of the Wills Memorial Building/tower of 
Bristol University 

Wednesday 25 
July 

A Bath riverside walk from Pulteney Bridge to Widcombe, led by Mike 
Chapman, starting 6.30pm. Maximum 20. Cost TBA 
 

All meetings are held at West Harptree village hall and start at 7.30pm unless 

otherwise noted. Everybody is welcome. Members £1, non-members £3. Annual 
subscription £5. For further details contact Lesley on 01761-221758 or Andrew on 

01761-221941 
 


