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NEWSLETTER No 2 November 2020 

 

Welcome to the second newsletter of the Harptrees History Society, which is our way of keeping 

everyone who is interested in our past connected with current history news, plus offering some 

interesting articles. 

With Covid still affecting our way of life we cannot envisage a return to our normal talks and events 

any time soon. Hopefully, the vaccines appearing on the horizon will improve the situation and, with 

a fair wind, we might even be able to resurrect our timetable early in 2021. We will, of course, keep 

you informed.  

We also hope that the next issue of our Newsletter, due out towards the middle of January, will 

provide an update on our developing website, which should be going ‘live’ very soon. We will make 

sure that everyone knows when it is launched.  

Finally, a reminder that we would like to hear your news. Have you made any interesting discoveries 
this year? Perhaps something about your family history, or your house, or maybe you have 
unearthed some old photographs of activities or people in the area? If so, do get in touch and share 
your finds!  

The editor can be reached on Nick.Roberts221@gmail.com and Lesley can be reached on 

lesleymmross@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Local News 

After the recently shown and superb BBC 2 programme about a property in Bristol (A House Through 

Time presented by David Olusoga: https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000jyhw/a-house-

through-time-series-3-episode-3) I undertook a little local research and came across an event back in 

2008 that for some reason passed me by. Bristol Libraries ran an exhibition called ‘Bristol 1807 – a 

Sense of Place’ and has since put the illustrations online for us all to see. If you’d like to see a 

snapshot of Bristol over two hundred years ago have a look at this link:  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/bristol-libraries/albums/72157617940045291 

If you are interested in archaeology and, in particular, Berkeley Castle, you might consider a new book, 

published last month, Berkeley Castle Tales, on the 15 years of digs undertaken by the University of 

Bristol’s Department of Anthropology and Archaeology. Not a cheap item but its publishers have a website 

- full of great books - that’s worth a visit in its own right (https://www.oxbowbooks.com/oxbow/). 

mailto:Nick.Roberts221@gmail.com
mailto:lesleymmross@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000jyhw/a-house-through-time-series-3-episode-3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000jyhw/a-house-through-time-series-3-episode-3
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bristol-libraries/albums/72157617940045291
https://www.oxbowbooks.com/oxbow/
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The History Society had a long 

and close association with 

Barry Lane who died several 

years ago. Barry built the 

Westbury sub Mendip Society 

into an enthusiastic 

archaeological research group 

who successfully investigated 

(and still investigates) the 

development of the area. He 

was also Honorary Curator of 

Wells and Mendip Museum at 

a time of great change which 

turned a traditional local 

history museum into a modern organisation. 

Barry was indefatigable and has left a large 

number of both published research papers and 

unpublished work. Not only did he give talks to 

our Society and led several summer visits to 

Westbury but he also encouraged our Research 

Group. It is therefore fitting that his memory 

should be marked by this new exhibit at the 

museum, one of many finds excavated during his 

years of work.  

 
 

Sue Emmett reminds us that, as we head into a winter with little prospect of any live entertainment, it is 

worth looking to see what diversion was available in our villages in years gone by. The last Newsletter 

contained a poem recited by Lt.Col. Kettlewell at East Harptree Theatre. This time we have a newspaper 

report of a concert held in West Harptree. To our eyes it may not appear particularly exciting, but it shows 

musical tastes of the time! It seems that the ladies of Gournay Court and Tilly Manor farm organised 

several concerts around this time. The proceeds from one were used to pay for a school treat. 

Bristol Mercury - Friday 04 November 1892 

WEST HARPTREE. In order to relieve the dull monotony of village life a series of entertainments 

will be given in the schoolroom at intervals during the winter. The first of the series was held on 

Wednesday evening, but as the elements were unpropitious there was only a moderate attendance. But 

what was lost in numbers was made up with enthusiasm, every song being redemanded. (sic) The 

commencement was the singing of the National Anthem. The Misses Hassell played a pianoforte duet 

"Fairy Queen," Miss Peters sang "The Childrens' Home," The Rev Mr Pridham contributed a reading 

"The Law Suit," Mr Kew followed with his song "Paddle your own Canoe," Mr Roberts gave a most 

amusing reading, "Vat you Please," Miss Cole in a most pleasing manner sang "The Old, Old Way," 

Mr Luff rendered "Never Mind the Rest," in his usual style, Mr H. Cole's patriotic song, "England is 

England Still" was well received, as was also Mr Gallop's comic "Where did you Get that Hat," and 

Mr Bertie Cole made a most decided hit by the talented manner in which he rendered in character the 

songs, “I was never Meant for the Sea," and " Hauled me Back." The same vocalists were heard again 

to advantage in the second part of the programme. A glee party also contributed to the harmony of the 

evening. The singing of "God Bless the Prince of Wales" terminated the entertainment. 

(Extract courtesy of The British Newspaper Archive, https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/) 

https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
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Quiz time and help 

December usually sees our Society enjoying a Christmas 

event with a quiz or two. A social gathering clearly isn’t going 

to happen this year but, in its absence, I invite you to identify 

the location of these 

three benchmarks.  

All are in publicly 

accessible locations 

somewhere in our 

two parishes. 

Back in Ordnance 

Survey’s pre-digital 

age all surveying was 

undertaken on foot, 

with a team of 

surveyors and 

supporting equipment creating and checking data to create our 

valued maps. Benchmarks were critical points in their work, 

providing fixed locations against which theodolites, plain tables 

and staffs could be used to measure heights above sea level, as 

well as distances between triangulation points.  

Unfortunately many of the bench marks have disappeared in our parishes (or at least I can’t find 

them!) so your help is courteously requested.  For example, between the cross-roads at the bottom 

of the High Street in East Harptree and Pitt Farm on Smitham Hill the early 25” scale maps show 13 

benchmarks but I can only find two.  

To assist you in your search remember that OS surveyors needed a solid structure (one that is 

unlikely to ever move or naturally sink or settle). They also needed a stone in which to carve the 

arrow (the Board of Ordnance’s “crow’s foot) pointing to the horizontal notch on which to rest their 

mobile “bench”.  

There are no prizes for identifying the location of these photos, but any additional examples sent to 

the editor will certainly feature in a future Newsletter. 

 

The Research Group 
 
Due to the ongoing Covid 19 restrictions there have been no group meetings of the Research Group 
but each member has been pursuing their own research. We hope to bring you news of findings next 
time.  

 

Snippets 

 
Steve Ward, whilst rummaging, potentially aimlessly, through the 1928 bound copies of Country Life 

magazine (the journal of choice for the privileged and well-to-do) that he had offered to take to a 
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charity shop for a neighbour, came across an article “Rule of the Road“, the following excerpts from 

which are an interesting view on life in the not too distant past. 

“Motorcars are increasing at the rate of 1,000 per week, a large proportion of them, 

inevitably, in charge of inexperienced drivers – boys, girls or defectives. At the same time, 

the roads are being improved so as to give every incentive for speed, while the police 

regulations, based on legislation from the year 1903, are useless with respect to 

protecting road users from the increasing risk of accident. We are, indeed, promised a 

revision of the existing law, but there is no prospect of anything being done this year, 

and even for next year it is doubtful. 

In America, where the number of cars is even greater than here, three quarters of all 

accidents reported were classified as due to some fault of the driver. In 1923, no fewer 

than 22,600 persons were killed, an increase of 80% in seven years. These are appalling 

figures, and we are approaching similar conditions in our own country.  

We would propose two classes of remedy, punitive and cautionary. The first step is for 

the anomalous and futile “traps” to be abolished. Based on the legislation of 1903, when 

a speed over 12 mph was almost unheard of and the controllability of cars was primitive, 

police traps are being set purely to augment the coffers of the county council. More 

importantly they occupy constables who would be most valuable in other ways. We 

recommend, therefore, that at all important crossroads, there should be a constable or 

an RAC or AA scout, on point duty. A great deal can be done with notice signs at such a 

crossroads, in forcing a scale of reasonable speed limits, such as 30 mph at 100 yards, 

and 20 mph at 50 yards. Straight, safe stretches of road could bear the complimentary 

sign “No Limit”. With such a basis for operations, the police could then really enforce 

good driving, and a driver ignoring such instructions would thoroughly deserve 

prosecution. The old “trap” would be an excellent institution if applied not to open 

stretches of road, but to the dangerous, twisting or narrow parts of main roads. A 

constable stationed at such could telephone to a confederate further on to stop any 

motorist who took such dangerous stretches carelessly. A “pulling up“ test on long, 

straight stretches would also be a salutary occasional check, the motorist being allowed, 

say, 50 yards in which to come to a standstill. 

A few simple remedies of this kind would exercise a much greater influence on road 

manners than any elaborate and ineffective system of tests for licences, or “driving 

tests”. 
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Meanwhile Gill Hogarth reports that Warship Weeks were all the rage in Spring 1942. Her recent 

research makes interesting reading: 

Long Ashton Rural District Council held a National Savings Warship Week, aiming to raise £125,000, 

but achieved £385,321 13s 3d. The warship allocated to their effort was HMS Lotus, corvette of the 

Flower Class, built in part by Charles Hill & Sons, at the Albion Shipyard, Cumberland Road, Bristol. 

(Charles Hill lived at Harptree Court). Corvettes were small warships used as anti-submarine convoy 

escorts.  I think I remember hearing that Bristol schoolboys used to enjoy watching the launch of 

such ships on Saturday mornings.  

The Western Daily Press, 2 August 1945, reported the Captain of HMS Lotus had written to the 

secretary and organiser, Mr J M Jones of Yatton as follows: 

“This is my fourth ship since 1939 and, apart from the ships I have served in, I have met 

all sorts and sizes in ports from Iceland to the Cape of Good Hope and from Bermuda to 

Columbo. Never have I come across one that has been so generously looked after by her 

adopters. When I took over the Lotus from my predecessor the first thing he mentioned 

was the generosity of Long Ashton rural district, and believe me, I am impressed as he 

was” 

The area has adopted the ship in practical fashion, having sent to date sums totalling £200 to the 

ship to provide additional comforts for the officers and crew in their arduous tasks of hunting enemy 

submarines at which they have become specialists.  

The ship has reciprocated by sending to Mr Jones some hundreds of packets of sweets and 

chocolates which he has distributed to children’s hospitals and homes with the request that they 

write to the crew. 

Here is an excerpt from a crippled child’s letter at Winford Orthopaedic Hospital which met much 

amusement:  

“Dear Captain – Thank you for your sweets. I hope you do not find the sea too wavy.” 

In fact, the corvette crews were often only too pleased to have bad weather as they found that such 

weather kept the U-boats away from the convoys they were escorting. To learn more about life 

aboard Royal Navy ships on convoy escort duty, Nicholas Monsarrat’s The Cruel Sea and HM 

Corvette are available online at www.archive.org and are well worth reading. 

*** 

The initial meeting of the Clutton District’s effort was held in January 1942, when over seventy 

people, representing the 27 parishes, met at a social gathering at Clutton Public Assistance 

Institution, (the old workhouse). It was organised by the Clutton District Savings Committee, under 

the presidency and chairmanship of Lord Strachie. They aimed to raise enough for the hull of a 

corvette but hoped that the villages would double their figures so that they would be able to 

purchase a complete corvette at a total cost of £120,000.  Targets allocated to each village included 

East Harptee £2,000, Hinton Blewett £600 and West Harptree £2,000.  (Western Daily Press 23 

January 1942). 

The Clutton District Warship Week was given an enthusiastic send-off at Purnell’s in Paulton in 

March 1942. A parade, led by the Frome Town Home Guard band, included units of the RN, RAF, Air 

Training Corps, Home Guard, Fire Brigade, St John’s Ambulance, Red Cross, Civil Defence and 

members of various district committees. The parade marched to Paulton Hospital and back to 

Purnell’s yard, where the crowd was addressed by Admiral Sir Hugh Tweedie. The initial target for 

http://www.archive.org/
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the whole Clutton area was £55,000 for the corvette HMS Chrysanthemum.  (Western Daily Press 9 

March 1942)  

By 17 March 1942, The Western Daily Press was able to report the scheme to purchase the hull of 

HMS Corvette Chrysanthemum had reached a rough total of £87,000 by Saturday evening. On 28 

March 1942, the Western Daily Press revealed the grand total as £138,165 12s 7d. This included  

East Harptree                         £5,167 12s 6d 
Compton Martin                    £3,432 10s 
Hinton Blewett                       £2,720 5s  
Litton                                        £2,508 5s 
Stowey with Bishop Sutton  £6,871 
West Harptree                        £1,238  

*** 

The Royal Navy delights in reusing names: there was an HMS Chrysanthemum launched in 1917. By 

1939 she was moored in London and used as a Drill Ship of the London Division RNR. The Flower 

Class Corvette with this name was built by Harland & Wolff Ltd, Belfast, launched in 1941 and almost 

immediately transferred to the Free French Navy and renamed Commandant Drogou.   

On 19/20 December 1943, FFL Commandant Drogou rescued the master, 67 crew members, ten 
gunners and fourteen passengers from the British Cargo Steamer, Phemius. The Phemius was en 
route from Liverpool, Glasgow and Takoradi, for Lagos, and Beira, when she was torpedoed by U-515 
and sunk about thirty miles off the coast of Accra, Gold Coast.  The total onboard was 116. Three 
crew, one gunner and 19 passengers were lost, and the radio officer taken prisoner by the U-boat.  
(https://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?17731) 
 

*** 
HMS Mendip was named after the Mendip Fox Hunt and adopted by Shepton Mallet. The town 
received a replica of her ship’s badge (‘On a field Red, on a White roundel, a bugle horn stringed 
Black within the strings a blue rose’). Built by Swan Hunter at Wallsend on Tyne, completed in 
October 1941, she was a Type I HUNT Class Escort Destroyer and served NORTH SEA 1941-45 - 
ENGLISH CHANNEL 1942-43 - SICILY 1943 - SALERNO 1943 - MEDITERRANEAN 1943 - NORMANDY 
1944.  Her career was most unusual as she served in the navies of three other nations after her use 
by the Royal Navy during WW2.  (https://www.naval-history.net/xGM-Chrono-10DE-Mendip.htm) 
 
FFL Commandant Drogou was returned to the Royal Navy in May 1947 and sold three months later. 
She was converted to a merchant ship, Terje X in 1948 and sold to Portugal in 1959 and renamed 
Caravalho Araujo. (https://uboat.net/allies/warships/ship/5524.html)  
 
Unfortunately, that is all the information that Gill has been able to find about HMS Chrysanthemum/ 
FFL Commandant Drogou. She would be glad to hear from anyone who has any information, 
memories or family stories pertaining to this ship, the Warship Week, or Wings for Victory Week, the 
Mendip Spitfire Week or the Salute the Soldier Week. Please do share your knowledge with us.   

 
 

And finally – a plea for help 

 

Annie Egginton of the Mendip Times has asked if any of our members can throw light on a very old 
picture she has been sent. It’s a copy of a photo given to Mary Hasell of Chew Stoke (she and her 
husband Maurice were at Spring Farm) – and she says she doesn’t recognise anyone from it or know 
where it was taken, but she thinks somewhere in the valley. She’s 100, her long-term memory is still 

https://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?17731
https://www.naval-history.net/xGM-Chrono-10DE-Mendip.htm
https://uboat.net/allies/warships/ship/5524.html


7 
 

very good, and she’s collected and identified many of her extended family’s photographs going back 
for generations.  
 
So, who, where and when? Over to you! 
 

 
 

 

 

IMPORTANT PLEASE NOTE: Changes to the Society’s programme and 
administration 
 
In Newsletter No 1 at the end of October, we outlined the History Society committee’s proposals for 
our programme of talks and changes to the future administration of the Society. As for all groups 
and societies, the government regulations to prevent the spread of Covid 19 make it impossible to 
hold group meetings at present.  Your committee held a Zoom meeting earlier this month to review 
our plans for next year. While it is extremely unlikely that the situation will have changed sufficiently 
to permit a meeting being held in January, we have never the less decided to leave our programme 
unchanged and review the situation each month.  You will of course be kept fully informed by email 
and we would welcome any comments or suggestions. See the proposed programme below. 
 
Meetings will restart as soon as they are permitted, with talks at West Harptree hall subject to the 
government’s regulations and advice on hygiene and social distancing current at the time of the 
meeting. However, we are very aware that our membership is predominately elderly and therefore 
we understand that it is unlikely that many of you will attend until the restrictions ease considerably 
or a vaccine is widely available. The committee, therefore, anticipates that when we are able to 
restart the numbers attending may be small but we want to be able to welcome you back when you 
feel happy to return. 
 
Previously, Society membership was extended to January 2021 for everyone who was a member in 
July 2020. This will now be further extended until at least March 2021. Recently, several people have 



8 
 

asked to join the Society and we have added their names to our circulation list. If you know of 
anyone who would like to join please ask them to contact Lesley and they can start receiving all 
news and communications in advance of paying their subscription.  
 
The Society’s A.G.M. is now overdue and the committee has taken the decision to hold it on 
Wednesday 9 December 2020 at 7.30pm by Zoom meeting. If you wish to attend please email Lesley 
and she will send you an invitation link nearer the time. 
 
Programme 2021 
 
Wednesday, 27 January 
A talk by one of the members. Details will be given nearer the time. 
 
Wednesday, 24 February 
Stuart Burroughs, ‘Out of the Earth, Bath’s Mineral Wealth; Coal, Stone and Clay’. 
 
Wednesday, 31 March 
Teresa Hall, ‘The Winscombe Project, Investigating a Landscape of Dispersed Settlement’. 
 
Wednesday, 28 April 
Gina Merrett Smith, ‘The Intrepid Marianne North; Remarkable Victorian Botanical Artist and her 
Connections with Royal Gardens’. 
 

As a reminder, Lesley’s email address is: lesleymmross@yahoo.co.uk and telephone number 01761 
221758 
 

mailto:lesleymmross@yahoo.co.uk

