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NEWSLETTER No 6        JULY 2021 

This issue of the newsletter reaches you as, cautiously, we emerge from the constraints of Covid 19 

to which we have all adapted over the past sixteen months.  Hopefully we can now look forward to 

September, when the History Society’s ‘new year’ begins, and plan to relax and enjoy renewed 

activities and interests in our local history.  

In this context, please read and take note of Lesley’s update, below, in which she explains our 

refreshed subscription policy, the timetable for renewals and plans for resuming History Society 

meetings. 

Meanwhile….in the last Newsletter I 

reported the finding of a strange 

object while metal detecting and 

asked if any reader could guess its 

identity.  It is, in fact, an C18th 

nutcracker handle. For comparison, 

see the find here, alongside an image 

of what it would have looked like 250 

years ago.  

Look out for more mystery items in 

the next Newsletter! 

The editor can be reached on Nick.Roberts221@gmail.com and Lesley can be reached on 

lesleymmross@yahoo.co.uk 

 
IMPORTANT PLEASE NOTE: Update and plans for the 2021-22 season 
 
Recently your committee met to discuss plans for the History Society’s future. After 18 months of no 

meetings due to Covid, and now knowing that we must all learn to live with the virus, we have 

decided to restart hall meetings. Therefore, from the end of September, subject to the conditions at 

the time, we will re-commence talks in West Harptree Hall but with a number of precautions and 

safeguards, as follows; 

mailto:Nick.Roberts221@gmail.com
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• The maximum number present will be limited to 30 for September and possibly subsequent 

meetings. Places will therefore have to be booked in advance. More details on how to make 

a booking will be sent to you closer to the time. 

• We ask everyone, prior to a meeting, to ensure that they are completely healthy and to 

observe advice when in the hall about hand washing or sanitizing. 

• The wearing of face masks is an individual decision but the speaker may request everyone to 

wear one. 

• The speaker will be distanced from the audience and you are asked to fill the seats from the 

front. Couples or small ‘bubble’ groups may sit close together but otherwise the seats will be 

spaced to allow for social distancing. We ask you to be patient at the end and allow the 

audience behind you to exit the hall first. 

• The exterior door and Fire Door will be left open for the through movement of fresh air. 

Please dress accordingly. 

We have no idea what the future will bring but we will reassess the situation each month prior to a 

meeting. Talks or visits may have to be cancelled at short notice and safety advice changed but we 

will endeavor to keep you informed. It is essential therefore that your contact details are up to date. 

Membership subscriptions and renewals 

As you know, the Society has not required anyone to join or renew their membership since the 

2019-2020 season. Before the first meeting this September, we will invite you to join the Society and 

tell you how to do this. We have decided that subscriptions in future will cover the cost of entry to 

all meetings with the exception of the Christmas Supper and the summer outdoor visits.  

Membership of the Society will also entitle you to receive  

o the Society’s annual journal, The Harptreenian 

o our E- Newsletter 

o the digital newsletters from Avon Local History & Archaeology (ALHA); the British Association 

for Local History (BALH) and Somerset Archives and Museums  

as well as priority booking for events. 

Annual single membership will be £15 and annual membership for two people living at the same 

address will be £25 as they will only receive one copy of The Harptreenian. 

If you do not wish to join the Harptrees History Society you will only receive the E-Newsletter. 

Payment of subscriptions will be due at the beginning of September and can be made by bank 

transfer or by copying an application form, completing it with your details and posting it with a 

cheque to the Treasurer. The new all-inclusive rates will avoid the exchange of cash at each meeting 

although visitors will still be able to pay £3 at the door.  

Further details on how to pay subscriptions will be sent in a few weeks. 

I appreciate that some members may wish to not attend indoor meetings at present but I hope that 

you will remain as a member and that we will all be able to meet together soon. 

Lesley Ross 

Chairperson 



3 
 

Local News 

The Research Group 

Covid 19 restrictions have continued to prevent meetings of the Research Group but members have 
been pursuing their own work so we’d love to hear what you may have been doing. Or perhaps you 
need help or advice? Do contact us through the Editor.  
 

Snippets 

 

Happy 100th birthday, A368!      Steve Ward 
 
Our very own main road, the A368, has just celebrated its 100th birthday. Covid restrictions sadly 
prevented the holding of any parties.  
 
A bit of background. By the very early 1900s, not only had county authorities begun to find it difficult 
to keep track of road maintenance work, but central government had no accurate information about 
the state of the country’s roads. Rapidly rising volumes of motor traffic led to the establishment in 
1910 of a Roads Board to oversee the upgrading of existing roads and to use money from a new road 
and petrol tax to build new ones. A numbering and classification system was urgently needed to 
ease administration. Convenience for the motoring tourist - now becoming a common sight in the 
prettier parts of the country - was an afterthought. 
 
A Memorandum on Numbering Roads proposed “one single reference number from [a road’s] 
commencement to termination, e.g. throughout the entire length of The Great North Road from 
London to Inverness“. The old designations (The Bath Road, Watling Street, Fosse Way and so on) 
were no longer felt sufficient and, in any event, generally applied only to main routes.  
 
The British Ministry of Transport looked across the Channel for guidance, where the government had 
decreed as long ago as 1720 that roads throughout France should be classified as to their strategic 
importance. “Grandes Routes” running from Paris to the main ports and border crossings and wider 
than 60 feet (“pieds” – the French didn’t go metric until after the Revolution in 1795 and a pied was 
about the same length as the English foot) would be in the 1st Order. “Grands Chemins” wider than 
48 ft and joining the main cities came next, the 3rd Order included the “Chemins Royaux” wider than 
36 ft and joining towns within the same or the adjoining département, and so on, down to local 
roads wider than 20 ft. By around 1836, all French roads had been allocated a number, some of 
which remain unchanged to this day.  
 
Immediately after the First World War, Westminster invited the French map company Michelin to 
provide input and its founder André Michelin himself wrote papers for the British government on 
the French numbering system. A hub and spoke format modelled on the French system was the 
Ministry of Transport’s preferred option and they unveiled their system to the public in July 1921.  
England and Wales had been divided into six segments, each spreading out clockwise from London. 
“1” ran northwards along the east coast; 2 represented the south east; 3, the south-west; 4, Wales; 
5, stretching towards Liverpool; 6, towards Edinburgh. Numbers 7, 8 and 9 were allocated to 
Scotland. The most important road through each segment was allocated a single “A” digit (A1, A4 
etc), roads branching off the single-digit roads had two digits (A36), and so on. Hence the A368. The 
“B” roads came next in the hierarchy. The original idea had been for all other roads to be given a “C“ 
classification as per those lovely “D” (for “Départementales”) roads coloured yellow on French maps, 
but this was abandoned as being too complex. 
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(The Germans uncharacteristically took a leaf out of our book - their own road numbering system 
didn’t start until 1926.) 
 

But back to our A368. In 1921 it led 33 miles from 
what was then a simple fork at The Globe outside 
Bath as far as the promenade at Weston-super-
Mare, hence the original description of “The Bath to 
Weston Road”.  
 
In 1935 the designation was restricted to the 21-
mile stretch between the Two-Headed Man junction 
at Marksbury and Locking, where it became the 
A371.  
 
In offering advice to the Ministry of Transport, 
Michelin clearly had an eye on marketing 
opportunities - the government had unveiled its 
scheme in July 1921 and by November 1921 the 
Western Mail ran an article “What Road Numbering 
Means For You”, explaining that the Michelin Tyre 
Co. would provide free maps on application to its 
London office.  
 
Happy birthday, A368! 
 

Information from Wikipedia, British Newspaper Archive, roads.org.uk, OS 1946 

 
 
West Harptree Church Rebuilding      Sue Emmett 
 

I noticed, in the latest “Mendip Times”, that parishioners in West Harptree are raising funds to repair 
the roof of the church. 150 years ago, similar events were taking place, as readers of the Shepton 
Mallet Journal in June 1863 found out.  
 

“On Tuesday, a bazaar was held at West Harptree, for the purpose of increasing the 

funds at present being raised towards repairing the church, and we are happy to state 

that the affair came off very successfully. On account of the general interest felt by the 

parishioners, the village assumed quite a gay aspect, for at the entrance was an arch 

erected with the word “Welcome” inscribed on it. and in the centre of the entrance 

arch was splendid crown, set off with flowers, the work of Miss Taylor, of Wells, while 

Mr. Baker, of the Crown Inn, had his house decorated with evergreens and various-

coloured flags. The bazaar was held in a large waggon-house, kindly lent for the 

occasion by Mr. J. Lane”  

During the 1860s, the parish church was extensively remodeled. Where the villagers worshipped 
during that time is uncertain. Possibly East Harptree? However, at least one village celebration took 
place on the actual building site, as reported in the same paper on Friday 11 September 1863. 
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“WEST HARPTREE. Wedding Festivities.— The marriage of Sophia Moore, only 

daughter of the Rev. Thomas Moore, vicar of West Harptree, to Dr. R. E. Richards, son 

of the Rev. William Richards, vicar of Dawley, was celebrated amidst the general 

rejoicing of the inhabitants on Thursday. The weather, which on the previous night had 

caused many gloomy foreboding on the part of the villagers, proved beautifully fine, 

and the sun shone as brightly as on a July morning. The roadway of the village was 

overarched with evergreens and flags, with hearty greetings to the happy couple, the 

bride especially being a great favourite with the residents of the neighbourhood. The 

ceremony took place in the ruins of the parish church, of which at present there is only 

the tower and portion of the south aisle standing. The marriage was celebrated in the 

south aisle, which had been temporarily prepared for the occasion, and prettily 

decorated with evergreens, and a handsome carpet had been laid down from the aisle 

to the vicarage, which stands about 250 yards off. The picturesque grounds 

surrounding the church, or rather the tower, were covered with villagers, and a 

number of the school children, dressed in white, lined the path leading to the altar. The 

bridal party walked from the vicarage, the bridegroom being accompanied by Mr. 

Moore, his “best man.” The fair and youthful bride passed through the lines of villagers 

to the altar leaning on the arm of her father. “ 

The vicar knew what was expected of him, for  

“A substantial dinner was provided for the villagers by their esteemed vicar, at the 

Crown Inn, and was well served up by Mr. Baker. In the afternoon the school children 

were regaled on the lawn of the vicarage, and in the evening the villagers were treated 

to tea laid out in the schoolroom, and the festivities were kept up throughout the day, 

the church bells ringing merry peals in honour of the occasion, the ringers never having 

pulled the ropes with a more hearty good will.” 

It was to be another two years before villagers could worship in the church again. The Shepton 

Mallet Journal started to whip up the excitement on Friday 02 June 1865. 

West Harptree. CHURCH RESTORATION—the parish church of West Harptree, 

Somerset, having been recently restored, will be re-opened for divine service in the 

course of the ensuing month. The Prince of Wales is lord of and also patron of the 

living. The wish very generally prevails in the neighbourhood that his Royal Highness 

should be invited to visit his property on this occasion so interesting to the inhabitants. 

Did his Royal Highness turn up? Well, he is not mentioned by the Wells Journal, which reported the 

re-opening, using a number of approving adjectives (and one adverb), on Saturday 8 July 1865. 

WEST HARPTREE. Re-opening of St. Mary's Church.—This church was re-opened on 

Sunday last. In the morning an efficient choir was present, and an excellent sermon 

was preached by the Rev. E. H. Richards, D.D., incumbent of Haygate, Surrey. In the 

afternoon an able discourse was given by the Rev. W. P. Wait, rector of Chew Stoke, 

and in the evening the Rev. John Swete, D.D. rector of Blagdon, preached to an 

attentive congregation. This sermon will long be remembered by many in West 

Harptree. It should be mentioned that the singers performed their duties very 

creditably. Great praise is due to the contractors, Messrs. Emery, Langley, and Jewel, 



6 
 

for the manner which they have finished their work. After the three services the 

handsome sum of £26 8s was realised.  

P.S. Haygate appears to be in Shropshire, as is Dawley, the home of the Rev Richards mentioned in 
the first excerpt, not Surrey. Or did the typesetter get it wrong and mean “Claygate”?   

Quotes sourced from www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk 

 

Emma Marshall        Gill Hogarth 
 
Have you ever thought of the history of any of your possessions? I have a small volume that was 
given to me when I was a small child by a very elderly relative. It has been hidden behind other 
books on the bookcase for many years.  
 
Granny’s Wardrobe or the 
Lost Key by Mrs Marshall is a 
typically Victorian moral 
child’s tale. The Society for 
Promoting Christian 
Knowledge produced many 
such ‘tales and narratives’ in 
various bindings. My copy is 
one of the ‘elegant and 
appropriate presents for the 
young’; in ‘ornamental 
bindings with gilt edge’ 
which sold for 1s 3d for 
Christmas 1869. My copy is 
well-worn and clearly well 
read, it fits nicely in the hand, its cover and pages feeling pleasantly soft and smooth to the touch. A 
little internet research has revealed the story of its author, who has relatively local connections.   
 
Childhood 

Mrs Emma Marshall (1828-1899) was born on the bracing east 
coast, near Cromer in Norfolk, the youngest of Simon Martin and 
Hannah Ransome’s eight children. Hannah and her children were 
Quakers, her husband, although not a Quaker, worked for the 
famous Quaker family bank called Gurney & Co.  Prison reformer, 
Elizabeth Fry, was born into the Gurney family, which had the 
same roots as our Harptree Gournays. 
 
She led a happy but somewhat solitary childhood, being 
educated first by a governess, and then after her father’s death 
when she was ten, at a boarding school, where she gained a 
‘sound education of the old-fashioned kind’.  About 1849, the 
family moved to Clifton in Bristol and in 1850, Emma was 
baptised into the Church of England by the Rev James Marshall. 
She married his son, Hugh, in 1854, but it seems she retained at 
least some of her Quaker values, notably an admiration of 
Hannah More.  

 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
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Married life and a career 
 
Hugh was a clerk in the West of England Bank. In 1855, he was appointed manager of the Wells 
branch. Seven of their nine children were born in Wells. Emma, wife, mother, and manager of the 
household of a presumably busy and successful professional man, visited the Bishop’s Palace 
socially. She felt she could do more and in 1861 she tried her hand at writing a tale for publication. 
This was successful and she wrote more, using her own everyday experiences as inspiration. These 
were published in the likes of the evangelical periodicals Home Words and Fireside News. 
 
In 1869 Hugh obtained a new position at Exeter. Emma began to widen the scope of her work 
outside the home to include visits to the penitentiary to read to the girls and women, and with the 
help of the Bishop of Exeter’s sister, to establish lectures for the higher education of women.  
 
In 1874, Hugh was appointed to Gloucester where she continued to write and to organise lectures 
for women, but she was also able to indulge herself by attending the famous music festival. 
However, things did not go well for Hugh. He had made some unlucky personal investments and in 
1878 the West of England Bank failed. Hugh was left with large debts and no job. The family moved 
to lodgings in Weston-Super-Mare and reduced their servants from four to two. Friends undertook 
to educate the children – one of the Gurneys sent a son to be educated at school on the Isle of Man. 
Emma was determined to reverse their fortunes and began to write in earnest. In 1880 she 
published the first of her historical romances. These were history with generous helpings of moral 
advice. The first, Memories of Troubled Times, did not do well, but her publisher suggested she tried 
a romance based on the life of the Bristol philanthropist Edward Colston. This established the 
pattern of a series of successful historical novels, but she continued to write domestic tales for 
children which remained popular with young people.   
 
Emma’s books are Christian but avoid the worst excesses of Victorian evangelical children’s 
literature which contain many horrors of what happens to children who do not listen. They are 
written in a straightforward style, owing much to the influence 
of the works of Charlotte M Yonge. She and Yonge both 
contributed to the volume, Women Novelists of Queen 
Victoria, from which this copy of her signature is taken.    
 
Unfortunately, the Colston novel does not appear to have been published online but several of her 
works are available free on Archive.org and one, on Project Gutenberg, is worth reading for its local 
connection. Called Under the Mendips (1886), it spans the years 1824-1831 and describes the life of 
a shy farmer’s daughter, visiting Wells to shop, going to dinner in the Bishop’s Palace, seeing the 
horrific celebrations of November Fifth, meeting Hannah More, experiencing the roughness of the 
Mendip miners; before marrying and moving to Bristol where she witnessed the 1831 Bristol Riots, 
then finally settling to quietly prosperous life in Abbotsleigh. The place descriptions and beautifully 
drawn illustrations are instantly recognisable.  
  
In the early 1880s Hugh found work as secretary of the Clifton Suspension Bridge and the family 
moved back to the city, their final home was in Leigh Woods. Emma continued to write and 
maintained a large correspondence, including a longstanding one with the American poet, 
Longfellow. 
 
After her death in 1899 (she was buried at Long Ashton), a memorial brass was placed in Bristol 
Cathedral with funds raised by subscription. It is bordered in red sandstone and is fixed to the wall of 
the north transept under the Colston window. The inscription includes the words: ‘Author of In 
Colston’s Days and other stories. A lover of good men, and herself a follower of their faith and 
patience, she strove by her writings to make others love them.  
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The Children  
 
Emma loved her children and was probably disappointed that she never had grandchildren. None of 
her four daughters married. They, individually, take on different aspects of their mother’s character.  
 
Lucy Agnes (1855-1946) was ‘the housekeeper’ who stayed home.  She also occupied herself in 
social work, with old people and the blind, and was a member of the Pensions Committee of the 
Bristol Civic League.  
 
Edith Mary (1870-?) also lived in the family home. She was ‘the educator’, spending fifty years at 
Clifton High School for Girls, first as pupil, then as assistant mistress. In the 1890s the Marshalls ran a 
boarding house for girls from the school. One imagines Edith in charge, Lucy as housekeeper and 
Emma enjoying the young company. Edith specialised in teaching the younger children, later 
becoming Head of the Junior House, but also producing many outstanding plays, including 
Shakespeare, for the whole school.  In 1932, she published a fairy play based on Hans Christian 
Andersen’s The Snow Queen and finally retired in 1933.  
 
Emma Beatrice, (1861-1844), known as Beatrice, was ‘the author’ although not as prolific nor gaining 
the same acclaim. She compiled a fascinating biographical sketch of her mother’s life based on her 
mother’s diaries, correspondence, and personal memories. Available at Archive.org, it is lengthy and 
somewhat biased, but it is worth skimming.  
 
Christabel Gertrude (1872-1960) merits her own ONDB entry. She attended Clifton High School and 
there must have been rejoicing in 1891 when she won the Green scholarship worth £33, tenable for 
three years. She studied Modern History at Somerville College, Oxford, gained a third-class degree 
and became a skillful translator. After working temporarily as secretary for Lady Randolph Churchill 
and Winston Churchill, she settled in London as a writer and women’s suffragist. So far so good, 
but… she also converted to Roman Catholicism which may have contributed to a rift with her 
Protestant evangelical mother. Her mother’s ‘sweet little Christabel’ also changed her name to 
Christopher Marie St John, which may have to do with her reception into the Catholic Church, but 
she used the name in her ordinary life, saying she felt happier with a more masculine name. This 
tends to indicate things her mother certainly would not have wanted to know. She not only joined 
the Catholic Women’s Suffrage Society, but also participated in violent suffragette action, being 
arrested in 1909 for setting fire to a pillar box.  
 
Her Quaker born mother would surely not have approved of forcible means and certainly did not 
approve of the theatre. Christopher wrote plays for the suffrage movement. One of the most famous 
was a farce, based on Cecily Hamilton’s story. Staged in 1909, it featured an anti-suffrage man who is 
crushed into acceptance by six female relations (plus parrot) descending on his house and expecting 
to be financially supported.  
 
It may have been her own home life that would have been most upsetting for her family.  After a 
relationship with the musician Violet Gwynne, she moved in with Ellen Terry’s daughter, Edith Craig, 
in 1899. She published her first book in 1900, a novel of passion and revenge concerning an opera 
singer’s illegitimate son; and was dramatist, translator and actress for the Pioneers Players Society 
which had Ellen Terry as president and Edith Craig as director. In 1916 the artist Clare (Tony) Atwood 
moved into a menage à trois with Edith and Christopher.  ‘Edy and the boys’, as they were called, 
were friends with Radclyffe Hall and Una Troubridge. Christopher had a short-lived relationship with 
Vita Sackville-West in 1932. When Christabel/Christopher died in 1960. Vita Sackville-West wrote 
‘she was in the grand tradition of English eccentrics’, ‘a Shakespearian character…roaringly 
rumbustious; while Dame Sybil Thorndike recalled her as ‘vivid … too much an individual in her life 
and work to be one of the most popular.’  
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Emma’s sons, like their father, have a far less visible history. James Graham Wilberforce (b 1858) 
worked as a bank clerk and insurance clerk. Legh Richmond (b 1859) after seemingly much struggle 
eventually went into medicine. He was a surgeon on a merchant ship when he died of congestion of 
the lungs at sea in 1911. Hugh Atherton (b 1864) evidently spent some unhappy years working in 
Hong Kong and Cyril (b 1865) was a stockbroker who emigrated to Canada.   
 
Douglas Hamilton Marshall (1867-1947) was the youngest, a sickly but clever child who won an 
exhibition to Worcester College, Oxon to study Classics. He was ordained and ran a successful 
private prep school for boys at Ovingdean, Kent along with his wife, who also had a university 
education. In 1933 he conducted a memorial service for the Clifton High School head mistress. He    
retired from teaching in the same year and spent a few years in the 1930s as rector of Compton 
Martin. 
 

 
A birthday card to Hitler       Steve Ward 
 
By 1943, the British had become heartily fed up with the war and particularly with Adolf Hitler who 
had started it.  
 
Society demonises its enemies, yet also mocks them. Think only of our wartime songs – ‘We’re going 
to hang out the washing on the Siegfried Line’ or ‘Hitler has only got one b***’ (sung to the tune of 
the Colonel Bogey March). Our press would contemptuously refer to Hitler as ‘Schicklgruber’ 
because it sounds downright silly to a non-German speaker. (Adolf’s father’s surname was 
Schicklgruber but he changed it to Hitler in 1876, well before Adolf was born).  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Our transatlantic cousins viewed the enemy no differently. Whilst this 1943 birthday card was 
doubtless produced for American collectors of postal and military ephemera (the lack of an address 
means it would never have found its way to the Führer in Berlin and a 2-cent stamp would in any 
event have been insufficient postage!), the sentiments are abundantly clear. The publishers weren’t 
over-concerned with accuracy. They misspelt the surname and got their facts wrong about the name 
on Adolf’s birth certificate – but posting the card in Death Valley in California was a sly touch, 
providing a suitably sinister postmark  

 


