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Chairman’s report 2018 
 

September brings the beginning of a new season for the Harptrees History 
Society and at this time I like to take the opportunity to record the events of 
the past year. As usual we had 8 talks by a wide range of guest and local 
speakers and 3 external visits during the summer months all of which were 
well attended. Whilst these are the backbone of our activities the Society has 
been involved in much more.  
 
In November to mark the 20th anniversary of the Society’s founding we held a 
two day exhibition in East Harptree Theatre. This displayed the range of 
research members of the Society have carried out over the years and 
included information panels, displays of maps and documents, family history 
records, First World War records, some of our extensive photographic 
collection and an interactive talk on the use of computerised maps. We also 
held workshops with all classes of the Primary School which were greatly 
enjoyed by the children and adults. As a result of the workshops we were 
invited to take some of the children whose topic were the Victorians on a 
walk around the village where we explained what life was like in Victorian 
times. 
  
Individual and group research continues and contact with other local history 
groups and the wider local history and archaeological community is 
maintained through membership of Avon Local History and Archaeology, 
Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society, Friends of the Museum 
of Somerset and the British Association of Local History. These organizations 
produce regular journals or newsletters with interesting articles and 
information on talks and visits. If you would like to have access to these 
publications or become more involved with this Society please contact me or 
Andrew. 
 
Three members of the Society have been invited by the East Harptree 
Churchwardens to be involved in the heritage aspect of the proposed 
renovation and remodelling of the Church of St Laurence. The Newton Project 
is a long term plan for the revitalization of this ancient building and at present 
is focusing on an application to the Heritage Lottery Fund. In June we took 
part in some workshops organized by Bristol Museums along with members 
from the church, school and village. 
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To comply with changes to the General Data Protection Regulations 
introduced this year the Society will invite you to update your contact details 
each September and to your agreement to the committee holding this 
personal information about you. We currently hold your name and address, 
telephone number and some e-mail addresses. This information is only used 
to carry out the objectives of the Society; sending out The Harptreenian, 
information relating to events and to those who have requested the 
forwarding of newsletters and events from other partner organizations. 
Membership details are also used to record the renewal of subscriptions so as 
to identify whether somebody pays the meeting fee for a member or for a 
visitor. Because members tend to renew their subscriptions at the first 
meeting of the new season that they come to, for administrative convenience 
their details may continue to be held up to the end of the following 
subscription year. You may at any time request for your contact details to be 
deleted from our records. 
 
With great sadness I must record that last December Ted King, one of the 
Society’s founders died. Ted was a font of knowledge on all local history and 
generously shared his research. He attended our talks and events and 
contributed unfailingly whenever he was able.  Then this May, Janet Maitland 
another long term member died. She was a quiet, unassuming lady who had 
supported the Society from almost the beginning and continued to come to 
meetings even after she moved first to Wells and subsequently Cheddar. They 
will both be greatly missed. 
 
Finally, I wish to thank the committee for all their support and hard work and 
to all who help set up and clear away at our monthly meetings. If you are 
interested we would welcome new members to the committee. You do not 
need to be an active researcher just interested in helping the Society to 
flourish. The first meeting of the new season, on Wednesday 26 September, 
is as usual preceded by the AGM to which everyone is welcome. I look 
forward to seeing you during the course of the 2018/19 season and hope you 
enjoy the programme we have planned. 
 
Lesley Ross 
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Editorial 
 

This issue of The Harptreenian is the largest to date, with a wide cross-section of 
articles to suit all interests. Colin Budge introduces us to John Strachey, a 17th 
Century “Valley” man who, amongst other interests, became a noted geologist and 
fellow of the Royal Society. He was interested in coal and wrote about strata of 
Mendip mines, and was commissioned to travel to Scotland to look at estates 
bought by a London company. Colin’s research describes his fascinating journey by 
way of John Strachey’s personal diary. 
 
If you have ever wondered whether anyone has ever considered a bypass for West 
Harptree look no further than Steve Ward’s article on Roads and Airports. You may 
be quite surprised. 
 
Maps always provide much material for historians, and we include some extracts of 
early ones that we have discovered. These are centred on the middle of East 
Harptree, and a loose-leaf insert is included to show a comparison of the area on 
the first 25 inch Ordnance Survey map.  
 
Gill Hogarth shows how easily research can be initiated by chance, with her 
fascinating piece on another “Valley” man, Eldred Walker, a journalist who wrote on 
the agricultural scene for, amongst others, the Western Daily Press.  
 
For some of us who were around in 1968 it was a memorable year. Across the globe 
there were assassinations (Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy), the Soviet 
Union invaded Prague, Dr Christian Barnard performed the first successful heart 
transplant, but nearer home it was the July weather that sticks in our minds. Lesley 
Ross reminds us, through first-hand memories, of what the Harptrees had to endure 
during the “1968 Great Flood”. 
 
We are including in this journal, for the first time, a detailed study of a local house. 
We have not previously published such an examination of a dwelling, and hopefully 
it will not be the last. Jerry Dorber describes the background to White Rose Farm in 
West Harptree and the people associated with the property. 
 
Finally, Andrew Sandon looks at the part of East Harptree which was to become the 
grounds of Harptree Court, and how roads were removed to make way for the 
parkland.  
 
Nick Roberts  
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Research Team News 
 

The team has continued the research into the location of the tenements (farms) 
in West Harptree with common rights on Mendip. We are planning to continue 
the project in the coming winter and hope to establish the location of all the 
remaining tenements recorded in the Enclosure Award for West Harptree. 
Initially we have discovered that a number exist today though the houses may 
have been altered in the ensuing centuries. A few have disappeared completely 
though their location is known on the ground.  
 
We have also returned to investigating an area of East Harptree which we have 
named Calcots after a cluster of field names. The area lies to the west of 
Smitham Hill and is delimited on O.S. maps by a curvilinear boundary. An initial 
‘walkover’ across the area identified extensive walling and substantial banks and 
ditches. There are documentary references and it is planned to investigate the 
material to produce a landscape report. The ‘enclosure’ and field system may be 
contemporary with similar areas across Garrow and Gorwell in West Harptree.  

 
References: 
 

• Plan of damaged lands East Harptree Leadworks 1875 -DD\WG/MAP/18/1 

• East Harptree Enclosure plan 1796 - Q/RDE/65 West Harptree Enclosure plan 1790 - 
Q/RDE/18 

• Copies etc also in DD/WG/50/1 
 
 
 

Before the Lake; Memories of the Chew Valley 
 
‘Before the Lake; Memories of the Chew Valley’ was researched and written by 
members of the History Society and was first published in 2004. Since then it has 
been reprinted twice and sold nearly 3900 copies. This is an amazing number for 
a local history book. Due to popular demand, this summer a third reprint with a 
new cover has been commissioned. The sale price of the book is now £12.95 but 
members of the History Society may purchase it for the special price of £10. The 
book may be purchased at meetings from September or from Andrew or Lesley. 
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John Strachey – his journey to Scotland and visits to 
coalmines 
 

John Strachey was born on the 10th May 1671 and baptised at Chew Magna on 
the 1st June. On the death of his father in 1674 he inherited the Strachey estate 
at Stowey and the family home of Sutton Court. The inheritance included estates 
at Elm and Buckland Dinham brought to the family by his mother Jane (née 
Hodges). After a short period at Trinity College, Oxford and Gray’s Inn he 
undertook the life of a country gentleman and lawyer, shared between Somerset 
and London. John Strachey had many interests including geology on which he 
presented two papers to the Royal Society in 1719 and 1725. His first paper ‘A 
curious Description of the Strata observed in the Coal-Mines of Mendip in 
Somersetshire’ was published in 1719 and in the December of that year he was 
elected a fellow. The second paper ‘An Account of the strata in Coal-Mines’ 
followed in 1725 after he had made a journey to the north of England and 
Scotland.  This short essay explains how Strachey came to make the journey and 
includes some of his observations. 
 
In 1715, thirty years after James II was removed from the throne in what became 
known as the ‘Glorious Revolution’, his son, James the ‘Old Pretender’ landed in 
Peterhead to lead a Jacobite rebellion to regain the throne. But James found 
himself faced with the advance of government forces and the knowledge that a 
Jacobite army had been defeated at Sheriffmuir a few weeks earlier. James 
abandoned his Scottish and Northern allies and returned to France. The estates 
of the rebel lords were sequestered by the government and in 1719 were 
auctioned. Nine of the estates were purchased by the York Buildings Company of 
London. The company commissioned Christian Cole and John Strachey to travel 
north to arrange the leasing and management of the estates. The Strachey 
archive at the Somerset Heritage Centre contains John Strachey’s notebook with 
his record of the journey including places he visited and people that he met.  
 
(Note: Strachey’s spelling and punctuation are retained in the extracts). 
 
The Journey commenced on 17th August 1721: 

‘Pursuant ye Comissions from ye York building Compy. to Mr Cole & Me to 
get better Surveys of & to settle ye managemt ye Estates in 
Northumberland & Scotland wee sett out in a Chase & two horses, Mr 

Coles servt Driving & mine riding ..’ 
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His journey north was to take him through Hatfield, Baldock, Oundle, Grantham 
and Newark on Trent.   
  
After Oundle he stopped at Apthorpe House, named Apethorpe Palace today.  

‘Apthorp ye E(arl) of Westmorlands built round a quadrangle hath a stat. 
of K. James 1st. by whom twas much frequented for hunting. There is a 
pretty Chap(el): good gallery of pictures, library, large gardens not 
finished… I rode thrô ye forest wth ye E(arl) whose property it is formerly 
part of Rockingham forest it is cut into ridings full of Deer.’  
 

The journey continued through Doncaster and Ferrybridge to York.  
‘enter York…at Micklegate to ye Bridg ye Middle Arch is of stone very 
Large ye other of wood. The compass of ye walk very large in both sides 
of ye river…In the Castle is now built ye finest prison in Britt.’ 
 

After passing through Darlington and Durham Strachey arrived in Newcastle on 
30th August. His diary entry for Newcastle includes a longer entry describing the 
coal industry in the town. 
 

‘…it has been continually flourishing & increasing in trade Especially sea 
coals. The coal works here are Patterns in management for all other 
places for ye great demand has put all persons upon Inventions for 
digging, halling, water-carriage to ye sea at least charge, for wch last 
purpose ye Wagon ways seem the most compleat these are laid wth 
timber sometimes 4 mile to ye Wharfe & laid level as may be, just of ye 

same Wideness with ye waggon Wheels wch are made obliquely so that 
they can not move out of ye Track ye fore wheels are higher then ye hinder 
ones all low but ye horse draws by an Iron Shaft at a level wth his breast. 
One horse thus draws 3 Tun the Wagon is made Taper Broad at ye top & 
Letts out all at ye Bottom into along trough wch Letts it run into ye ship the 
Horse is then fastened to ye other end of ye Waggon (wch never turns) & 
so draws it back in ye same Track empty…They land their coal & draw ye  
water generally by Ginns or Cogg Wheels & horses..’  
 

John Strachey here on his journey gives us a small window on the developments 
that were taking place on the coalfields around Newcastle. The length of the 
entry underlines his interest in coalmining, an interest established on his own 
lands in Somerset.  
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(In 2013 an 18th century waggon way was discovered near Newcastle during an 
archaeological dig. The rails were made of wood and represented a great 
improvement on the much slower movement along poor roads).  
 
Leaving Newcastle Strachey continued north to Widdrington, one of the 
sequestered estates purchased by the York Buildings Company. Strachey’s diary 
entry details the works needed to be carried out with costs. The estate lands 
contain coal seams and Strachey describes the geological conditions.  
 

‘The coal they get here lies not above 5 or 6 fathoms deep. In sinking for 
it they find clay about 4 fathom, then a seam of Coal about 6 inches thick 
not worth working, then white freestone then a hard sharp rock under 
which lies the working coal which is about 3 feet 9 inches thick & dips to 
the S.E. about 1 foot in 2. Its a small coal but burns free & clear. The 
work is now for trial & will not yet pay the expense, But there is a good 
prospect of success. The tenants have privilege at their own charge to dig 
coal for fuel & to burn lime with all for their own use but not for sale.’  
 

On September 4th Strachey arrived in Edinburgh. He describes the city at length 
but the next day he continues his business for the company. 
 

‘Sept 5 Wee settled or lodgings 3 Rooms ye 2d Story up ye Exchange 
Stairways at 25s.per Week ye best & Cheapest wee could meet wth. & 2 or 
3 days after ovr to Seaton Veiwed ye Houses of Winton & Seaton ye Collery 
Port Saltworks I went underground 2 hours in ye Splenty Coal Veyn.’ 
 

These estates had been the property of George Seton, 5th Earl of Winton, a 
leading participant in the 1715 rebellion. They were taken by the crown after his 
capture and later purchased by the York Buildings company.  
Near Cockenzie and Port Seton (East Lothian) Strachey investigated the seams of 
a second coal pit.  
 

‘I went into this Work down a Stayres 5 or 6 fathom Its Proposed to sink 
a Pit calld ye Craig of May Pitt 10 fathom deeper to ye Splenty Coal Veyn 
& to drain another Pitt called ye Washing Wells pitt wch now is Annoyed 
with water..’  
 

The illustration below shows two types of staircase used at Tranent colliery, near 
Cockenzie, and it is likely that John Strachey descended a similar stairway. 
Strachey continues his notebook entry with comments about the economics of 



9 
 

raising coal on the Seton estates and the use of coal as a fuel for the salt pans 
that are located along the estuary. These observations confirm his interest and 
knowledge of coal mining and associated industries.  

 

 
Drawing from Tranent and its surroundings 

P.M.McNeill  1884  (Archive.org) 
 
His journey into Scotland continued north from Edinburgh  
 

‘Thursday 14 Sept I set out to Visitt ye Several Estates I walkt fro 
Edinborow to Leith wch is the Port to Edinburgh & the City have made a 
very good road thither for better carriage of yr goods… There is a very 
fine Peir of Stone Lately Carryd a great way into ye sea. Here wie 
Embarqued & in 52 min: wth a fair wind arrived at Kinghorn in Fife where 
is also a pretty good Pier…’ 
 

Passing through St. Andrews and Dundee he arrived in Aberdeen on September 
22nd. His travels through England and Scotland had taken about five weeks 
through late summer and early autumn. 
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In 1725 Strachey’s second paper on the coal strata was presented to the 
Royal Society where he stated ‘…I have since had opportunities to be 
underground, and view several Coal-Works in Scotland and 
Northumberland, and to observe the several strata there… near Tranent 
are three different veins wrought; the undermost is about eighteen 
fathom from the surface, called the Splenty Coal, four and a half thick; 
it’s a hard but not large coal; makes a clear and strong fire; lies ten 
fathom under the main coal, which is nine or ten feet thick, and comes 
out very large. Its roof is of freestone under which I walked backward 
and forward two hours…’ 
 

These descriptions of coal strata and their disposition are one of the earliest 
accounts of stratigraphy and began in Stowey, Bishop Sutton and Stanton Drew 
and extended across northern England and Scotland. Seventy years later William 
Smith surveyed Mearns colliery near High Littleton and embarked on his 
investigations into the geological strata that underlie England, Wales and 
Scotland. William Smith produced the first detailed geology map of the country. 
John Strachey was one of the earliest observers of strata and it is known that 
William Smith annotated a cross-section drawn by Strachey. This area of 
Somerset provided the basis for the developing science of geology in the 18th and 
early 19th centuries and it was John Strachey of Sutton Court who led the way.  
 
References: 
The notes and diary made by John Strachey on his 1721 journey to Scotland can 
be seen at the Somerset Heritage Centre, Taunton under catalogue number 
DD/SH 382. 
 
A good account of the work of John Strachey and William Smith will be found in a 
slim volume published by the Geologists’ Association: ‘The origins of Stratigraphy 
1719 -1801’ by John Fuller Guide No. 65  
 
Postscript: The Jacobites returned to Scotland and England in 1745 in another 
rebellion led by Bonnie Prince Charlie.    
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Roads and Airports: so many missed opportunities 
 

The Great War had ended in 1918 in victory for Great Britain and in defeat for 
Germany. We were on the cusp of a brave new world, a land fit for heroes, a 
modern industrial powerhouse. Yet within ten years, the government was 
concerned that our creaking infrastructure was reducing our competitiveness vis-
à-vis our European neighbours and especially Germany. By 1926 there were 
some 1.7 million motor vehicles in Britain (including some 600,000 private cars), 
yet our roads had seen hardly any improvement for fifty years or more. By 1926 
the Germans were planning their first autobahn (Cologne to Bonn, which opened 
in 1932). By 1926 the Italians had their first autostrada (a 43 km stretch between 
Milan and Varese) when their car ownership was only a tenth that of Britain’s. 
The UK had to wait for over thirty years before getting its first motorway (the 
Preston by-pass, opened in 1958 and later incorporated into part of the M6). 

Not only were roads in the UK unfit for 1920s’ expectations and conditions, but 
they were dangerous. In 1926 there were 4,886 deaths on Britain’s roads, 2.9 
fatalities per thousand vehicles. (The comparable figure for the year 2016 was 
1,792 deaths, around 0.05 fatalities per thousand vehicles). Motor vehicles were 
sharing badly maintained and winding narrow roads with large lorries with 
dubious braking systems, horse-drawn carts, bicycles, stray dogs and errant 
children, and the still common steam traction engines.  Despite what people 
might think, today’s roads are very substantially safer than they’ve been for a 
hundred years.  

By way of kick-starting improvements, the government established Joint Regional 
Planning committees around the country, which were to examine town and 
country planning (and recommend which towns and villages could be expanded), 
and transport and infrastructure in general. The Committee for Bristol and Bath, 
responsible for the area from west of the Cotswolds to north of the Mendips, 
was headed by Patrick Abercrombie (who went on to publish the highly 
controversial 1945 ‘Plan for Bath’) of the Department of Civic Design at the 
University of Liverpool, and Bertrand Brockton, Town Planning Officer at the 
University of Bristol. Fourteen authorities making up the region concurred in the 
establishment of the Regional Planning Committee and sent representatives, 
delegated their planning powers and contributed to the costs. For some 
currently unknown reason, Clutton and Long Ashton RDCs declined to take part. 
This is a shame, as Clutton RDC included the Harptrees. District Council minutes 
may provide an explanation. 
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The comprehensive report, published in 1930, started with the premise that a 
modern road system has to provide for three kinds of traffic: through, inter-
regional and local. ‘Defects’ were identified as being anything which acts as a 
check to the smooth flow of traffic, such as narrow roads, convergence of roads, 
absence of ring roads, inadequacy of routes north and south of Mendip …. The 
absence of an eastern outlet from Radstock and Midsomer Norton’. 
 
But before looking in any detail at the proposal for new roads, it is important to 
understand the Report’s emphasis on road transport – not only were the existing 
roads deemed unsuited to the existing circumstances, but the towns and villages 
that they served were expected to expand considerably. This, despite the 
Report’s introductory observation that the Chew Valley is 
 

 
Proposed new roads and widened roads (note two concentric Bristol ring roads) 
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‘remarkable country’ and that unfortunately for the continued repose of this area 
there is coal under the eastern part of it – the first indication of possible change 
can be seen in a village colliery near Bishop Sutton. One hopes that even coal 
mining may not destroy this rural beauty. 
 
For Blagdon, the plans showed a new residential district large enough for an 
ultimate population of 12,000 …. having Coombe Lodge at its centre, bounded on 
the north by the sweeping curve of the light railway, on the west (at Rickford) by 
a low density Zone (to separate the new town from Burrington) and on the south 
by an open space Reservation and special landscape Zone to preserve the 
beauties of Blagdon Combe. The main road is planned to be bye-passed on the 
lower slopes of the hillside on the north of the old village.  
 
Burrington is planned to develop residentially in a northerly direction with the 
definite object of protecting the district south of the village, including the famous 
Burrington Combe ….. It would be possible for the population to grow up to 6000. 
 
Chew Magna: the destiny of this delightful village is apparently to continue its 
normal growth into an agricultural town with the addition of a sprinkling of folk 
having business in Bristol but desirous to enjoying the pleasures of a quiet rural 
life in their leisure hours.  …. Provision is made for growth into a well-defined 
town up to 12,000. Elsewhere in the Report, Chew Magna is described as 
originally a crossroads village in the valley at a fork of the River Chew, with a 
somewhat complicated plan. The main street has a raised causeway and the 
village is attractive and spacious, although some of the commercial buildings are 
disappointing. Otherwise it is an example of an English village at its best.  
 
Pensford (with Publow) is given room to develop into a town of about 16,000. 
Bishop Sutton is rather dismissively described as a straggling village under the 
brow of Burledge Hill. There is a village colliery close by. East and West Harptree 
are villages under the northern escarpment, West Harptree well placed at the 
junction of six roads; East Harptree Square planned on lines that appear too large 
for its needs.  
 
Although the Report had high hopes, actual reality was that this was an area 
which has not been opened up by an electricity supply, and West Harptree, 
Pensford, Publow, Stanton Drew, Chew Stoke and Chew Magna all discharge their 
sewage direct into the River Chew. West Harptree is adequately supplied with 
water by way of local wells or springs and so is North Widcombe. East Harptree 
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has an inadequate or unsatisfactory supply, part at least of which is from the 
private water scheme owned by Mr G Hill.  
 
But back to the roads: by the 1920s, the main thoroughfares in the Chew Valley 
were experiencing increased traffic volumes, and surveys were undertaken as a 
prelude to formulating improvement schemes. One monitoring point in the area 
was on the A368 near Sutton Court to the east of Bishop Sutton; it recorded 167 
motor vehicular movements a day in 1922, 401 in 1925 and 524 in 1928. By way 
of comparison, figures for those years for the A38 at Lulsgate Bottom were 876, 
1,764 and 2,729, and for the A370 near Flax Bourton 1,755, 2,880 and 5,843. (In 
2016, the Department for Transport Traffic Count recorded an average of 5,650 
vehicular movement through Bishop Sutton). Many roads in the 1920s were 
nowhere near as quiet as we might nowadays assume, but traffic volumes along 
the A368 did reduce very markedly following the opening of the Somerset 
section of the M5 in the 1970s – even today, those volumes have not, despite 
popular belief, returned to the pre-M5 levels. 
 
The ‘first-class roads’ (i.e. A-roads) deemed in the Report to be of particular 
importance to areas local to the Harptrees were the A37, A39, A368 Bath to 
Weston-super-Mare and the A362 Farrington Gurney to Wells. The report also 
refers to a ‘Chew Valley Road’ as being the B3117, which by the late 1930s had 
become the B3130 from Belluton to Flax Bourton.  
 
The 1930 Plan additionally envisaged what was essentially a new road (‘Route 7’) 
to incorporate a widening of the existing road between Marksbury and Blagdon 
and the villages of West Harptree, Compton Martin, Blagdon and Banwell bye-
passed. Further new ‘Routes 30 and 31’ (Harptrees to Hallatrow and Farrington 
Gurney) …… are planned to open up a route from the road along the north of 
Mendip to the Cam District and Radstock Coalfield …… commencing at West 
Harptree (which is bye-passed to the south) as a branch from Route no. 7. The 
existing road past East Harptree Park is followed to the mouth of a lane leading 
north to Sherborne hamlet; here a new road strikes across the fields and across 
Whitehouse Lane to the upper end of the Litton Reservoir, proceeding it passes 
near Shortwood Common to the south end of Hollow Marsh Lane, which is 
followed until it turns sharp left when the road continues in a straight line as a 
new road to Pitway Lane ….’.  
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Proposed new routes 7 and 30 
 

West Harptree was to be favoured with two by-passes: a major one to run north 
of the village from the west side of Herriots Bridge to near the  
 

 
Two by-passes for West Harptree 
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crossroads of the old Bristol to Wells Road (it was still on plans in the 1970s) and 
a minor one to the immediate south of the post office and stores to take traffic 
away from the centre of the village.  
 
Before leaving the subject, it is worth reflecting that the roads on which we 
travel around the Chew Valley now are essentially the same as they were in the 
1920s – largely unwidened, still with bends and dangerous narrow stretches. Not 
one single one of the proposals from the 1930 Report was ever implemented. 
 
To end on an almost frivolous note, it is of amusement to our 21st century eyes 
to read that the Report didn’t just restrict itself to road travel: 
 
The Corporation of Bristol are fully alive to the possibilities of air travel and have 
acquired a site within 3 miles of Temple Meads station for the establishment of a 
civil airport, which is to be opened early in 1930 ….. in addition to the planning of 
local air parks for the more important towns, every town and large village will 
require its “landing ground” and the more of these there are available the quicker 
will be the growth of this new form of transport. These local landing grounds can 
be started in a very cheap way as is done on the Continent, where at small towns 
the necessary land is acquired by the local council and used for grazing and 
sports, in addition to the primary use as a landing ground. The local postmaster 
or garage proprietor is put in charge, and his duties are to collect landing and 
housing fees, serve out petrol and oil to the aviators, and collect rent from the 
sports clubs renting pitches, and the farmer renting grazing. 
 
The airport to which the Report refers is Bristol (Whitchurch) Airport, which was 
handling 4,000 passengers a year by 1939 and operating on several routes, 
including Paris, Le Touquet and Dublin as well as internal flights. Little remains of 
this airport apart from ‘Airport Road’ in Knowle. 
 
Had the above ‘landing grounds’ come to pass, we might now be considering 
whether a second runway and terminal should be built at the Harptrees 
International Airport!  
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Historic maps of the Harptrees 
 

The Harptrees History Society has long been pursuing the location of historic 
maps of our area and with some success. We are fortunate that the County 
Archives in Taunton’s Somerset Heritage Centre contains a few original estate 
maps, but we are also eager to find others to help us with our studies.  
 
Maps can portray so much information. Not just visual, such as fields, roads and 
woodland, but also how land was managed and by whom. Maps also show how 
land-use and the community that depended on it evolved over generations and, 
of course, the relationships between settlements and the routes and tracks 
between them. There are well-known smaller-scale maps (those that cover a 
bigger area but with less detail), such as Benjamin Donn’s map of 17691, and the 
County of Somerset surveyed by Day and Masters in 1782 but, whilst identifying 
villages and roads, they are of little use for local history studies. Large-scale 
maps, in contrast, cover a much smaller area but often with a vast amount of 
detail. These can be a mine of information. 
 
The earliest large-scale map that we have so far identified is an estate map 
probably produced for the Earl of Waldegrave, presumably for use in identifying 
his landholding. In it the fields shaded and with a darker boundary. It is undated 
but there are a few clues which help us to narrow down its background. 
 
Figure 1 shows an extract from this first map, centred on the middle of East 
Harptree2. Traditionally maps are presented with north at the top of the map 
but, as can be seen in this example, some had no compass orientation3. It would 
seem that the shape of the elongated parish dictated the alignment.  In this, and 
the subsequent Figures, north runs at about two o’clock to the image.  
 
So what can we learn from this small extract? Well, it clearly shows Harptree 
Court, as the largest black rectangle, and associated lake and bridge. Thus we can 

                                                             
1 Map of the country 11 miles round the city of Bristol delineated from an actual 
survey. It just includes West and East Harptree on the edge of the map 
2 DD\WG/MAP/7A: The Royalty of East Harptree and Honor of Richmond belonging 
to John James Earl of Waldegrave, Somerset Heritage Centre 
3 The word orientation has an interesting origin. Until the Middle Ages, east – the 
direction of the rising sun and the presumed location of Paradise – was generally 
placed at a map’s upper edge; it was from this that the term orientation arises, ie to 
place yourself in relation to the orient, the east.  



18 
 

be certain the map post-dates the Court’s construction, which was completed in 
17974. The map shows various landowners’ names such as Wright, Harris and 
Pope, and a few buildings including what is now The Waldegrave Arms and 
Church Farm, as well as Home Farm on Water Street. What is notably absent, 
however, is the church. This seems a strange omission but, quite simply, The Earl 
of Waldegrave was really only interested in his own property. Another anomaly 
is that there are properties shown on the map that are not within the shaded 
field areas which portray his estate. This gives us historians a problem. Should we 
assume that all these are under his ownership?  
 
We can presume that the larger dark numbers shown such as 165, 176, 175, 180, 
128 etc relate to a schedule (including the half hidden 179 next to the 
Waldegrave Arms), but until we find a schedule of properties to go with this map 
we cannot be sure. The other problem is trying to identify which properties were 
built prior to this map but which are not shown here. There must be many 
cottages, for example, that were extant at the time of the map’s production but 
which are not indicated.  
 
Moving to Figure 25 we can see a slightly later estate map. This is not 
fundamentally different except in being more accurate. The shape of Harptree 
Court is more definitive and the grounds now include carriage ways.  This map, 
whilst again showing the shaded fields of the Earl’s estate, does not show his 
parcel numbers. It does appear to portray land use within the estate, such as 
orchards. We are not yet sure whether there is any significance in the type of 
shading of the other fields. Look, for example, at the two large fields in the 
bottom left, where the hatching is shown in two different directions. Pasture and 
arable perhaps?  
 
An original of this map is held in the Somerset heritage centre where it is 
dated c.1809. 
 

                                                             
4 By Joshua Scrope, and sold to the Waldegraves in 1803 (see “A Stopped up Right of 
Way in East Harptree”, which appears later in this Journal) 
5 DD\WG/MAP/7: The Royalty of East Harptree and Honor of Richmond belonging to 
John James Earl of Waldegrave, Somerset Heritage Centre 
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Figure 1
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Figure 2 
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Figure 3 
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Figure 36 shows an extract of the third map, but one which is not labelled.  It is 
assumed to be an estate map by virtue of having areas uncoloured, these 
coinciding with those shaded in the previous two examples. Unfortunately, its 
quality is poor but it does provide further information. For example, the two 
fields discussed in Figure 2 are now combined, the dividing hedge having been 
removed. New stable buildings have been erected in the grounds of Harptree 
Court, and an area of measurement given for the kitchen gardens. Not shown on 
this map extract are lands now labelled “Late Miss Walker”. She was a landowner 
who died in 1801 or 1802.Her will was declared invalid and therefore, having 
died intestate, it was many years and court cases later before her holdings were 
sold.  In 1819 a schedule and map of her possessions was produced, so we can 
assume this map date from after her death but before all her landholdings had 
passed to another name. An original of this map is held in the Somerset Heritage 
Centre and is simply titled “Post 1817”.  
 
The map extract produced at Figure 47 is the first non-estate map we have so far 
discovered. This is the tithe map of East Harptree, c 1840. This is a no-nonsense 
“clean” map with the sole purpose of identifying the tithe apportionments, each 
number being a reference listed in a schedule. Because this was an official map it 
could not to be biased to a landowner’s interests so, in theory, this shows an 
accurate portrayal of all buildings/properties at that time.  
 
Comparing Figures 3 and 4 we can see a startling resemblance in accuracy. 
Perhaps the map entitled “Post 1817” is in fact an estate version of the 1840 
tithe map, where the estate’s schedule numbers have been crossed out in favour 
of the tithe apportionment numbers?  
 
Finally, Figure 5 (presented as a loose-leaf colour insert to this journal) offers the 
first true and accurate map of East Harptree. This is an extract of the 25 inches to 
the mile Ordnance Survey map produced in 1885/86. It shows a significant 
amount of detail including field acreages, street names and spot heights above 
sea level.  
 
A comparison with the previous maps shows the presence of new buildings, as 
well as those removed, an example being one extant in 1840 but now replaced 
by a tennis court.  
 

                                                             
6 DD\WG/MAP/6 Somerset Heritage Centre 
7 D\D/Rt/M/65 Somerset Heritage Centre 
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Figure 4  

 
 
Sources: The author gratefully acknowledges the kind permission of the South West Heritage 
Trust to reproduce the extracts from the maps cited. 
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Eldred George Frederick Walker – Farmer Journalist  
 
Chance conversations can send historians down unexpected avenues of research. 
Chatting with another local historian, I mentioned local agricultural journalist, 
Eldred Walker. She pointed out that while Eldred had worked for a long time at the 
Western Daily Press, penning columns such as ‘Agricultural Topics’ and Hither and 
Thither’; the farming correspondent, ‘Man O’Mendip’, writing under the headings,’ 
‘O’er Hill and Dale’ and ‘At the sign of the Plough and Sickle’ in the Western Daily 
Press was Bruce Noble of Widcombe, West Harptree. 
   
A quick consultation of the genealogical websites, showed that Eldred Walker 
lived in Chew Stoke, where his family had occupied White Hall Farm since ‘time 
immemorial’. Two of the fields were rented from Clutton Church – this is a 
reminder of how odd parcels of land were legally owned by one person or 
institution and passed on to others in wills, while actually being farmed by 
successive generations of another family, who had come to feel it ‘their’ land. 
(Old title deeds can reveal fascinating stories - newspapers can also reveal stories 
of legal wrangling over possession and occupation). 
  
Eldred died on 9 March 1947 at The Hollies, Chew Stoke, in his eightieth year. 
The following day, the Western Daily Press printed his obituary: 
He was the oldest agricultural journalist in the country and had had a long and 
active career which started when as a youth he was district correspondent for the 
Western Daily Press…. In later years through the columns of that paper his 
reputation as a writer on rural topics became established under the pen name 
‘North Somerset’. He travelled widely, both in Europe and the Dominions and the 
story of his experiences after publication in these columns appeared in book form. 
One of his most notable achievements was the founding of the Gloucestershire 
Old Spots Society. He leaves two sons and a daughter. (WDP 10 March 1947) 
Some three years later, Bruce Noble added the following description: 
 …the late Eldred Walker, who, despite his 18-stone of weight, was never late 
with the news. He not only looked like a rural edition of King Edward VII with his 
spade beard and genial appearance, but he was just as subtle in “diplomacy” and 
as good a judge of cider as King “Teddy” was of Champagne. … the day came 
when Eldred joined an opposition paper and I succeeded him on this paper. Like 
all Mendippers I was very green, very shy and oh so simple. (WDP 29 April 1950) 
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The illustration below is from the Western Daily Press report of the celebratory 
dinner given to Eldred by the Gloucester Old Spots Society in 1922, in recognition 
of his work as founder member, secretary and of his zeal in promoting the breed. 
(WDP 27 October 1922). Bruce described Eldred like ‘a mixture of the bearded 
Falstaff and King Edward VII, with at least all their costly artfulness and love of 

good eating and drinking.’  (WDP 5 November 1949).  
 
Eldred was instrumental in setting up the Long Ashton 
Research Station and was very interested in cider and 
perry production. His wife died in 1927, and in 1929, 
Eldred retired from writing his column for the Western 
Daily Press - 140 farmers from Somerset, Gloucestershire 
and Wiltshire gathered again at Hort’s Restaurant in 
Bristol to make a presentation to Eldred – he was given a 
purse of gold – in reply he said that if they could get 
townspeople to buy home produce at good prices, his task 
as an agricultural expert would be complete.’ (Gloucester 
Journal 27 July 1929). It seems Eldred’s last article for the 
Western Daily Press was 18 April 1929.  He did not give up 

writing.  He moved to Lord Rothermere’s Bristol paper, Evening World, which 
would merge with the Bristol Evening Post in 1962. He continued to write as 
‘North Somerset’ in the Gloucester Journal. 
 
Forty years his junior, Bruce had replaced him at the Western Daily Press. His first 
article as ‘Man O’Mendip’ was 13 April 1929. Bruce thought Eldred was one of 
the greatest agricultural writers of the century, but at the time knew nothing of 
him personally.  It was after the lunch which followed the Berkeley Young 
Farmers’ Club written examination and valuing, when Eldred decided to play a 
trick.  After asking around to find the identity of the new writer, ‘ Man 
O’Mendip’, he arranged to tell a sad tale, forecasting his own death before the 
arrival of the next spring,  indicating his mantle should fall on this man – placing 
his hand on Noble’s shoulder. He then contrived to get a lift home with the said 
Noble, and all the way home, sighing and otherwise indicating a probable early 
demise. Consequently the next morning, Bruce Noble who had a cold, decided 
not to attend the Birmingham Fatstock Show and to stay home and coddle 
himself - after all Eldred was unlikely to be going.  He told his boss at the paper 
the reason, who said ‘you watch out for old Eldred. He’s very artful. I’ve known 
him forty years.’ Of course, Eldred was up and away to Birmingham at the crack 
of dawn, catching the scoop of all the agricultural news. (WDP 5 November 
1949). Practical joking, ‘chaffing’ and other such tomfoolery were all part of 
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growing up and of country life in general back in those days. Sometimes, of 
course, it went too far, and matters ended up in the local magistrates’ court. 
Reports of such occasions can be found in every regional newspaper.  
 
Study of the local papers also reveal Eldred’s serious side. He played his part in the 
usual local responsibilities: parish council, rural district council and friendly society 
committees. He was a committee member and judge for local and national 
agricultural societies. But they also show (less happily by modern standards) him 
shooting two otters at Compton Martin in 1895 – it seems otters were causing 
havoc in the trout stream (Shepton Mallet Journal 31 May 1895).  
  
He began writing for the Western Daily Press well before 1900. In 1901 he took 
charge of the farming section of the London newspaper, Country Sport – 
Bristolian, W G Grace, undertook responsibility for the cricket section at the 
same time.  Eldred also wrote for a variety of other journals including Mark Lane 
Express Farmers’ Annual, Farmer and Stock Breeder Year Book, and Vinton 
Annual. 
 
We grumble today about unseasonable and spasmodic weather - Eldred was 
doing the same in 1901.  We talk today about the difficulty of making a living 
from farming – in 1902 Eldred was writing that any practical farmer who wanted 
to survive had to have his eggs in several baskets – small farms were mixed farms 
for that very reason.  He reckoned his family had been at Old Hall Farm for 160 
years. He found that farming didn’t pay, and so he mixed journalism with it. This 
journalism brought foreign travel and speaking engagements his way - in 1900 he 
spoke about his visit to Danish farms, at the North East Somerset Farmers’ Club. 
He reckoned British farmers were not yet sufficiently united to form co-
operatives like the Danish, but the time would come, and it did, and of course, he 
was involved. 
 
He wrote on serious farming matters for the Western Daily Press, under the 
heading Agricultural Topics, his style of writing was both pleasant and practical – 
even townies could be interested in his subjects – although perhaps today’s 
reader might find them somewhat verbose.  He did not just write about farming. 
The proposed Blagdon Light Railway Extension in 1903 was a heady topic. One 
suggestion had it passing through Ubley, Compton Martin and West Harptree, 
before twisting away through East Harptree and Litton, through the Hollow 
Marshes to Hallatrow. Eldred preferred a route from Blagdon through the Chew 
Valley to Pensford. This question seems to have taken up as much print, as that 
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of Truespeed today, the railway came to nothing, but Truespeed should 
hopefully be nearing completion as I write this. 
 
Promotion and identification of local food is nothing new - in 1897, George 
Monckton, a butcher in Bedminster, advertised his Christmas meat – the poultry 
coming from W H B Hope of Eastwood Manor and Mrs Ayres of Butcombe Farm 
and he also had ‘an exceptional choice of Porkers fed especially for him by Mr 
Eldred Walker of White Hall Farm, Chew Stoke’. (WDP 23 December 1897).  
 
At the end of July 1914, a horse and her colt, straying from the common on 
Bedminster Down, caused Eldred and his wife to have an accident in their motor 
bike and side car.  She was knocked unconscious, but he escaped with bruises. 
The newspaper highlighted the problem of animals straying from common land 
and causing road accidents.  But the declaration of war brought more serious 
matters to hand, and alongside the promotion of British farming, Eldred and his 
‘farmer chaps’ set up an outdoor rifle range, to begin to train prospective 
volunteers in the art of using a service rifle, which was very different to the old 
double barrel.  All too quickly the problems of farm labour and food production 
took up much his time.  
 
After the war Eldred continued to write on farming matters.  He also participated 
in radio programmes – both for farmers and about farming. In May 1935 ‘The 
Wool Rake or Sheep shearing 60 years ago: a Rural Interlude’ devised by Eldred 
Walker, was broadcast at 9.25pm on the frequency for listeners in the West.  The 
previous day in the same slot, A G Street, the Wiltshire farmer journalist gave a 
talk on the ‘Voice of Wiltshire’. 
 
Eldred also aired his views on countryside matters in general. But he began to 
expand his repertoire and some of his columns are a useful source of early oral 
history.  He wrote an illustrated article, for example, on the Chew Magna 
Women’s Institute in 1923. Bruce followed in his footsteps. Their columns 
written in dialect might sometimes be seen as sentimental idealisation of the 
countryside, but they, like folk dancing and countryside arts and crafts, were part 
and parcel of the times between the wars which hankered for a better more 
simple age. (Was there ever such a thing?) 
 
Postscript  
 

Eldred’s son, Oscar, was a journalist and farmer. He was a member of the council 
of the British Dairy Farmers’ Association, and of the Chew Stoke Hut Recreation 
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Society committee.  Both he and Bruce Noble were members of the Chew Valley 
branch of the NFU. Oscar participated in the Somerset egg-laying trials in the 
1930s, wrote letters to the Western Daily Press about the problems of selling 
milk, and was not at all happy about the numbers of people who would lose their 
homes when the Chew Valley reservoir was built.  
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Family background 
 
Eldred’s grandfather Benjamin Walker (born about 1771) was listed at White Hall 
Farm in 1841.  Eldred, born in 6 June 1867, born to James (b, about 1821) and 
Victoria Walker of Chew Stoke. James was tenant farmer at White Hall’s Farm – 
listed with 100 acres in 1871 and 70 acres 1881 (see also WDP 12 Aug 1892) 
 
In 1891, Eldred was listed as aged 23, reporter and author 
 
By 1901, his father had died, and he was managing the farm which was in his 
mother’s name.  In September of that year Eldred married Olga Wilhelmina 
Therese Blucher in Weston-Super-Mare. She was Swedish and had been working 
in England as a governess.   
 
In 1911, Eldred was listed as farmer and agricultural journalist at The Hollies. He 
and Olga had three children – Olga, Eldred Oscar (known as Oscar), and James.  
 
By 1939, Eldred had retired from farming. The special census of 1939, shows his 
son Oscar as head of the household at The Hollies. He too was a farmer and 
journalist, married to Vera.  Eldred, widowed by then, was living with them and 
also listed as ‘ag journalist’. 
 
Eldred is buried in the churchyard at St Andrew’s Church, Chew Stoke. 
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The 1968 Great Flood; The Harptrees 
 
A great deal has been written this year commemorating the flooding which 
took place along the Chew Valley in July 1968. Whilst much of the focus has 
been on Keynsham, Pensford, Cheddar and Chew Magna where extensive 
damage occurred, the Harptrees were also affected, although to a lesser 
extent. I have therefore, recorded the memories of some of the residents 
who recall what happened in our villages.  
 
On Wednesday, 10 July 1968 rain had fallen for much of the day. The water 
runoff from Mendip, as usual when heavy poured down fields, through farm 
yards and gardens flooding combes, lanes and brooks. In East Harptree, whilst 
Church Lane, Middle Street and then the High Street became temporary rivers 
with mud and small stones it was Water Street and its brook where the 
greatest damage took place. Margaret Walker was living at Home Farm, Water 
Street, with Vic her husband and her mother-in-law. 
 
There always had been floods here from time to time. We weren’t particularly 
worried about the rain during the day. Then it came at the night. I suppose it 
got worse and worse on the hills and then it came down. MW 
 
At the top of Water Street, Brook Cottage in Culver Lane was badly flooded 
because the torrent of water became trapped behind the wall across the lane 
in front of the cottage. 
 
Jonah Weeks he did go up the road in his landrover. How he did I do not know. 
Jonah knocked that wall down to let the flood water flow into the brook. They 
got railings now. 
 
It was about 10 o’clock at night, I know, because we had just had some food 
and I took some out for the cats and I seen all this. It just happened all of a 
sudden. 
 
The road (Water Street) had only just been tarmaced, it’s amazing what 
water do, it stirred all that tarmac and all the road was in lumps and pieces. 
Oh, it was terrible.  
 
The cottages above Home Farm, they were flooded because they are on the 
level and it came straight into the houses but they didn’t have a door the 
other side and that was why it was baying up inside. Then it came in our front 



30 
 

door at the farm and it went through rooms and out the back door. Then it 
went down (to the farm buildings). Of course they didn’t have a back 
entrance. We couldn’t get anywhere to see any of it and so we went down the 
back of the orchard to see what it was like.  Of course the farm buildings was 
all full of water. The cattle and everything else was all right but there was pigs 
in those building and the piglets were trying to climb up the walls to get away 
from the water. MW 
 
Margaret and Vic got the animals to higher ground.  The water continued 
down the hill to Brook Cottage, Water Street where it completely flooded the 
lower floor. Rolli Currell remembers that Brook Cottage was divided into two 
cottages at that time. The cottage at the back was higher up. 
 
Reg Currell who lived there got out safely through a window. But the cottage 
at the front was lower and had no back access and the water rose inside 
almost to the top of the ground floor. Mr Lambert from the Co-op helped to 
get Mrs Hunter out through a bedroom window. She was a sizeable lady. RC 
 
And then it had Hill’s wall down. You can tell where exactly it was ‘cause the 
new stone work they built up that’s all crumbling to pieces because it wasn’t 
as good as the original stone work. MW 
 
Charles Hill was 14 and had just returned from boarding school for the start 
of the summer holidays. On the evening of the 10th it was very dark and he 
was with his sisters and mother playing cards in the Drawing room when his 
father came in and said,  
 
“Quick, quick, emergency”. 
They all looked out the window to see his father’s car floating past on the 
drive. 
 
We locked the front door to prevent the water bursting it open but it came in 
at the sides. 
With my mother I rolled up a large carpet in the hall and put it on the stairs. 
Next day we were unable to move it back – the emergency of the last night 
had given us strength. CH 
 
The front of the Court is higher than the kitchen end and so the water flooded 
around the kitchen end of house.  
 



31 
 

If the water hadn’t poured into the cellar and flooded it the main rooms would 
have been more affected. Also, the Drawing Room had recently been 
redecorated and the French Windows were sealed to the floor by excess paint 
preventing water coming in. CH 
 
But the cellar and the back of the house downstairs were quite devastated – 
kitchen, old staff sitting room and the little dining room.  
 
There was a layer of light brown mud and a tide line 18inches up the walls in 
the kitchen and the Aga was ruined. We had a terrible smell of dirty water for 
months. CH 
 
For many years the damp came up from below.  Charles still owns a bottle of 
Brandy from 1968 which had been stored in the cellar. It had lost its label, 
along with hundreds of other bottles of wine, and was rebottled by the wine 
merchants Harveys in Bristol, probably because the cork had been 
compromised. 
 
A couple turned up at the Court soaking wet. They had been in a car going up 
beyond Eastwood Lodge and were washed back down hill again. CH  
 
Charles noted that the next day; 
 
The railings in front of Brook Cottage were bent up stream due to the force of 
the water rebounding off the Court wall at the bottom of Water Street (before 
the wall collapsed). The main problem was the force of the water when the 
wall came down. There was a scene of devastation at the front of the house. 
Water got under the tarmac of resurfaced Water Street and ripped the new 
surface off. All the stones and rubble from the collapsed wall plus all the 
tarmac ended up in the Court’s front lawn. The gardens at the back of the 
house were not quite as bad because all the rubble was deposited at the front 
but a set of heavy wooden outdoor seats were washed around the house. CH 
 
Ever since 1968 Charles has had a healthy respect for water! 
 
I know they (the Court) had horses in the stables and they couldn’t get to 
them because the water was so deep. And in the night Ken Bishop, who used 
to live out past Greendown way, was called out. He was able to come down 
Middle Street. It was all right the rest of the village. And he was able to get 



32 
 

down and see to the horses. They had to get someone from away to do that. 
MW 
 
The main force of the rainwater followed the route of the brook down Water 
Street, around the Court, through the lakes and down past Townsend to 
Shrowle where the properties were badly affected. 
 
The water went on down to where Andrew Cook lives now. They were all 
flooded out there. MW 
 
Roli Currell at that time was working at Proud Cross farm but that evening 
was in Hinton Blewett visiting friends.  
 
We were not aware as evening went on that the weather was exceptional. 
Late in the evening we set off to return home to East Harptree but found that 
every lane out of Hinton Blewett was blocked. Where ever there was a dip in 
the lane it was so high with water as to be impassable. We only managed to 
return home in the morning. The rain water had flood through the farm yard 
(Proud Cross) but there was no serious damage. There was mess everywhere 
in the village but Water Street and the Court had been worst affected. RC 
 
Over in West Harptree Sue Bowden was living at West Harptree shop with her 
husband and children. West Harptree has also always been affected by 
flooding with the water pouring down Ridge Lane.   
 
Before 1968, it used to back up in the shop through the drains and in through 
the side wall to the lane. 
 
This time it was worse, deeper than other floods. The children had been on a 
school trip with Mrs Blake and were due back around 5pm. They had a lovely 
day and didn’t have any rain. But in West Harptree the sky was very dark and I 
remember worrying if they would get back alright. They did. It was much later 
in the evening when the worst came. When it started coming in I didn’t worry 
too much. We started to brush the water out the front door but soon we 
couldn’t cope with the amount of water. SB 
 
It was very dark and without thinking Sue switched on the lights at the metal 
switches and received a bad electric shock. She was taken across Ridge Lane 
to another cottage.  
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The water was knee high in the lane with large stones from the walls further 
up and the force was tremendous. It went straight into the Crown and 
cottages opposite. At that time there was no mains drainage in the village. 
Everyone had cesspits and the sewage came out into the water. 
 
Next day everyone in the village came out to help. There was smelly sludge in 
houses and a terrible stench from the water. Luckily it was summer, with dry 
good weather for the next week, so we hosed down carpets and could get 
everything hung outside to get dried. The cottages had flagstone floors but 
Courage’s had just laid new carpets in the Crown. They were ruined.  
 
The shop remained open and continued to run. It had a parquet floor and we 
had a gas stove to dry it out. But we lost everything on the Post Office side 
(PO used to be where the newspapers are now). After that we tried not to 
have things on the floor. SB 
 
Further down Old Bristol Road, Austin and Marjorie Payne had a dramatic 
night.  They lived in a house by their builder supply yard opposite to where 
the new surgery would in later years be built. Marjorie relates: 
 
That was the time when I went to see ‘Above us the W aves’, in Bedminster. I 
drove myself in to the evening show to see this film and I came out and 
somebody said, “Where do you live?” I said, “Chew Valley.” “You’ll never get 
there.”  I replied, “What do you mean?”   
 
My husband was going to follow on. Well he didn’t arrive did he. So I drove 
out from Bedminster and there was a policeman there and he said, “You 
won’t get there.”  I remember thinking well I will go along the A38 as much as 
I could and I remember driving, keeping going and going, ‘cause there was a 
lot of discarded vehicles and things. And I remembered Austin saying don’t rev 
your engine up just take it quietly and I could hear him talking to me. And I 
kept going down the A38, it’s a bit dippy, and I got up to Winford and I 
thought I will turn off here and we will see what the score is. I turned off and 
that was it. There was some car up on the pub porch and there was just a 
raging torrent. And I thought I can’t do this and I switched the engine off and 
that was it. The water did get into the engine at the end. Then a gentleman 
came along and said, “Would you like to use my caravan?”  But I said no I was 
fine but I would try to contact my husband. MP 
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There were no mobile phones but the land lines were still working. I went into 
someone’s house and managed to call my brother in law and he was trying to 
contact Austin and he came over looking for him. He was throwing soil at the 
windows; he thought he were in bed but he were out looking for me. 
And I was in the car just waiting; other people were doing the same. Austin 
was trying to contact me where I was. He arrived about 3 or 4 o’clock. MP 
 
Austin takes up the story:  
 
I came home and had a quick bite to eat instead of going into Bristol. The rain 
was getting heavier and heavier.  It was coming down the road from West 
Harptree. Down that road there is a brook down the side that overflows out 
into the road. It was going through the hole in the wall as it should do on the 
left hand side to go down and across the fields. And that was all right. And I 
thought I would hang on a bit and see how bad this was going to get and it 
gradually got worse. And then it started coming down across the field behind 
the (new) surgery. I only ever seen that happen a few times. I thought this is 
getting a bit dodgy. It must have been about 8 o’clock. I was still hoping to get 
into Bristol. And then I looked out another half an hour’s time and it was 
coming down the road from the Blue Bowl, where it never comes down there 
normally. That was the most unusual bit about it. So it was coming both ways 
and coming in our gate way. I thought, this is getting worse. So I put my boots 
on to go outside ‘cause I was concerned about the underground fuel tank; 
whether the cap was screwed on tight enough to keep the water out. Outside 
the water was over my boots and I thought this getting really bad. The water 
was coming through our entrance, hitting the big pillars for the gate, through 
the gap then it was going up in the air about 6 feet like a big tidal wave then 
coming down the other side and you could see all over the yard it was rolling 
up the tarmac. The water was just lapping on the front doorstep of the house. 
It was the worst depth of water we ever had. AP 
 
I did manage to secure the top on the petrol tank. Then I waited until about 3 
or 4 o’clock in the morning then I went to look for Marjorie and see where she 
was. I couldn’t get through for a long time. The road from West Harptree was 
littered with abandoned cars, branches off trees and piles of dirt in the road. It 
was a terrible job to get there. At Chew Stoke the water was over the (the 
garage petrol) pumps. AP 
 
The next day there was a terrible mess everywhere; some of the roads were 
still flooded and some of the roads were still blocked with debris and 
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abandoned cars. The cottages back up the road on the left hand side right 
against the road they were flooded and I think the semi detached houses were 
flooded. The bungalow (now demolished) where Mrs Robinson lived, that was 
badly flooded and the garden wall at the back came down. And all the silt got 
in under the floors and it stank to high heaven. Further up the road, where 
Tommy Dick’s used to live, up towards the Blue Bowl, they had flooding up 
there. AP 
 
The water went down fairly quickly. We weren’t at the lowest part. Normally 
it didn’t come up to our entrance even when it comes down from the village 
but it did that night and also it came the other way which I had never seen 
before. By next morning it wasn’t running in our yard but the water had gone 
in the (yard) buildings but it couldn’t get out the other side and so it built up a 
lot of silt. All the cement and plaster was ruined. AP 
 
Since 1968 various works have been done to help prevent flooding 
throughout the Valley. There are some areas which will always be vulnerable 
and often nowadays flooding occurs due to human error; the buildup of 
branches and vegetation.  The unpredictable nature of our weather can never 
be completely controlled but hopefully scenes such as witnessed in 1968 will 
remain just a memory. 
 
Thank you to Sue Bowden, Beulagh Branch, Roli Currell, Charles Hill, Austin 
and Marjorie Payne, Margaret Walker, Fred and Brenda White and Mary 
Wyatt. 
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White Rose Farm, West Harptree 
 

Situated behind the village shop, White Rose Farm is accessed via the Millennium 
Way and from Ridge Lane.   When we bought the house in 2010, the sales 
literature suggested that the original building was said to be more than two 
hundred years old.  What follows, is some of the research I’ve done since, to find 
out about the history of the house and something of the people who may have 
lived there over the years. 
 

 
 
Over the past century or so, the house has been known as “Rose Tree Farm” and 
“White Rose Farm.”  Late C18th and early C19th documents at the Somerset 
Heritage Centre suggest it was known by yet other names: 
 
Document Ref:  DD/SOG 429-443 c/3176 (dated 1799) refers back to 1780 and 
states:   “All that messuage or tenement called Snooks, formerly part of the 
tenement Carters, fronting northwards upon West Harptree Street and 
westwards upon Old Street (now Ridge Lane) containing in length from Old Street 
to the east end of the tenement called Pilewell 430 feet and in breadth from West 
Harptree Street to the north end of Carters tenement 34 feet or thereabouts. 
 
And also all that backside lying on the east side of the said messuage or tenement 
containing by estimation ½ an acre as was the same then divided from the 
orchard belonging to Carters tenement by a quickset hedge and so ranging in a 
strait line from the said hedge to the said messuage called Carters within three 
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foot of the northeast corner of Carters tenement, saving and receiving to the 
occupiers of Carters tenement the right of going thro’ the said backside into 
Carters tenement with waggons or carts upon all needful or necessary occasions . 
. . . . promises parcel of the Manor of Tilly. 
 
Part of the backside is divided from other parts of the premises by a road or way 
leading from West Harptree Street to the orchard behind Carters tenement and is 
now and for many years past has been planted to an orchard and in possession of 
the said James Vowles as tenant to the same James Holbrook.” 
 
*SNOOKS is now the village shop and Post Office.   PILEWELL is at the eastern end 
of the village shop, and CARTERS is what is now "White Rose Farm," and was part 
of the TILLY MANOR ESTATE owned then, by Josepha Sophia Newton (only child 
of the late Francis Milner Newton [1720-1794] of Barton Grange, Taunton) and 
her husband Col. Clifton Wheat. 
 
Document (Ref: DD\SPY/88) from the 1797 West Harptree Tilly Manor Survey 
Book(s) has entries for each of several holdings such as Shortcombe Farm down 
to individual cottages in the village. Pages 13/14 give details of CARTERS or, as it 
was also known, FRAPWELLS. 
 
“All that messuage or tenement called Carters or Frapwells situate being and 
lying in West Harptree aforesaid with several lands, meadows, feedings and 
pastures thereto belonging (that is to say) a dwelling house with a carthouse 
outbuildings two gardens orchard and backside containing by estimate 2R 20P, a 
close of meadow called Deadmore 1A 3R 18P, a close of meadow called Hams 2A 
3R 13P, a close of pasture called Innicks 1A 1R 23P, a close of pasture called East 
Leaze 3A 1R 26P, a close of meadow called Highfield Close 3A 33P, and one other 
close of meadow also called Highfield Close 2A 2R 34P 
 
Further on in the books (pages 73-75-77) are further descriptions of Snooks and 
Pilewell in relation to their close proximity to Carters or Frapwells:  
 
“Curreys part.  This tenement now belongs to James York he having purchased it 
of Wm Currey before he went to America with his wife Honor.  It consists of two 
under rooms and back kitchen with three upper rooms, stable, outhouse & small 
garden extending to the way leading from The Street to Frapwells orchard.” 
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* 1 rood = 1/4 of an acre or 40 perches 

 
“All that messuage tenement or dwelling house commonly called or known by the 
name of Snooks now in the occupation of Arthur Spear, formerly part of a 
tenement called Carters, fronting northwards upon West Harptree Street and 
westwards upon Old Street (Ridge Lane) in West Harptree aforesaid to commence 
on the death of Beryl Griffin then aged 59 upon whose life the premises were held 
under lease granted to Hannah Lasbury dated 19th Nov 1801.” 
 
Page 75 is titled “Other part Snooks.”  The schedule lists (Ref 22) as Snooks 
Orchard of 2 Roods.  It goes on to state the following: 
 
“All that orchard being part and parcel of the premises formerly attached to the 
messuage and tenement called Carters but lately known by the name of Snooks.” 
 
“Orchard now used as a garden and (yard ?) and is incorporated with the other 
property held by Mr Vowles and the whole is occupied by him.  Except the cottage 
adjoining Yorks and the fields.” 
 
Page 77 is titled “Welchay and Pilewell” and includes… 
 
“All that dwelling house or cottage formerly called Grimbsbys situate near to a 
well called Pilewell and adjoining a dwelling house called Snooks with a garden or 
small plot of ground to the said cottage belonging….” 
 
An Enclosure Map (dated 1790) at the Somerset Heritage Centre, identifies 
parcels of grazing land on top of Mendip for use by the tenants of just a few 
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identifiable (and probably significant) properties in West Harptree.  Plot 30 and 
31 (3 acres, 0 roods & 1 perch) are marked as being allocated to Carters and used 
by “William Frapwell and others.” 
 
It would seem that the right to use these identifiable portions of grazing land on 
Mendip by the tenants of significant properties in West Harptree, may well have 
been in existence from a much earlier time – perhaps even from late medieval 
times. This poses the possibility that there may have been an earlier dwelling on 
the site of what is now “White Rose Farm.” 
 
An Indenture (dated 1807) was made between Josepha Sophia Wheat and a 
Richard Lane. The document also contains the crossed-out name of Josepha’s 
husband (Clifton Wheat) in several places – he had died in 1807 - presumably 
during the process of this document being drawn up.  The first part of this 
document is a follows: 
 
“This Indenture made the twentieth day of August in the Year of our Lord One 
Thousand Eight Hundred and Seven.  Between Josepha Sophia Wheat of Barton 
House in the County of Somerset Widow of Clifton Wheat of the one part and 
Richard Lane of West Harptree aforesaid Carpenter of the other part.  Witnesseth 
that for and in consideration of the sum of Five Hundred and Twelve Pounds Eight 
Shillings of Lawful Money of the United Kingdom of Great Britain  and Ireland as 
current in England to her the said Josepha Sophia Wheat  and Clifton Wheat in 
hand paid by the said Richard Lane at or before the sealing and delivery of these 
presents the Receipt whereof she doth hereby acknowledge and thereof Acquit 
Release and discharge the said Richard Lane his Heirs Executors or Administrators 
for ever by these presents as of Lent Heriot Covenants and Agreements 
hereinafter reserved and contained on the part of the said Richard Lane, his 
Executors Administrators or Assigns to be paid kept done and performed.  She the 
said Clifton Wheat and Josepha Sophia Wheat hath demised granted and to farm 
letten and by these presents doth demise grant and to farm let unto the said 
Richard Lane and his Executors Administrators or Assigns.  All that Messuage or 
Tenement called Carters or Frapwells Situate lying and being in West Harptree 
aforesaid with the several Lands Meadows feedings and Pastures thereunto 
belonging that is to say A Dwelling House with a Carthouse Outbuildings ,Two 
Gardens Orchards and backside containing by estimation Five Roods and Twenty 
Perches.  A Close of Meadow called Deadmour containing by estimation One Acre 
Three Roods and Eighteen Perches.  A Close of Meadow called Hams containing 
by estimation Five Acres Three Roods and Thirteen Perches. A Close of Pasture 
called Innicks containing by estimation One Acre One Rood and Twenty three 
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Perches.  A Close of Pasture called East Lease containing by estimation Three 
Acres One Rood and Twenty Six Perches. A Close of Meadow called Highfield 
Close containing by estimation Three Acres and Thirty three Perches and one 
other Close of Meadow also called Highfield Close containing by estimation Two 
Acres Two Roods and Thirty four Perches be the several quantities more or less.” 
 
The earliest detailed map I’ve found, is of the Manor of West Harptree, dating 
from 1793. It shows unnamed roads radiating from the village centre, the 
location of Gournay Court and Till(e)y, the Church and the Vicarage.  Parcels of 
land and woodland or orchard are identified with numbers and the position of 
some buildings adjacent to the roads, are suggested with shading. It’s possible to 
identify two buildings on the eastern corner of Old Street Lane where it meets 
The Street – these are undoubtedly Snooks and Carters.  The location of Carters 
is easily identifiable on the map because a huge stone within our front boundary 
wall causes a kink in the road – this kink is clearly shown on the map. 
 

 
 
The first “accurate” detailed map of West Harptree, is probably the 1841 Tithe 
Map. All the parcels of land have Plot Numbers for easy identification.  On the 
east side of Old Street Lane (now Ridge Lane), Plot Nos. 243, 244, 246, 247, 249, 
250 and 254 are shown. 
 
Plot No 243 is described as a house and garden (now the village shop and post 
office) which in 1841 was owned and occupied by James York and his family.  The 
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1841 Tithe Map shows what is now "White Rose Farm" (Plot 244), as a detached 
property with a walkway from Old Street Lane (Ridge Lane), between it and what 
is now the Village Shop/Post Office next door.  Joseph Collins, the shopkeeper 
from 1861-1891, converted this walkway area into a kitchen – thus changing the 
building that is now "White Rose Farm" from being a detached to a semi-
detached property. 
 
Tithe Plot No. 244, (now “White Rose Farm”) is described on the Tithe Schedule 
as a House and garden with an area of 0:0:26 perches.  It was then owned by a 
William Rendall and occupied by Mark Chapman and his family.  Tithe Plot No. 
245 (orchard) with an area of 0:0:36 perches – now the site of the four houses in 
The Courtyard – was also owned by William Rendall and occupied by Mark 
Chapman.  On the 1841 Census, Mark Chapman is aged 35 - his occupation is 
given as Plumber.  His wife Mary, is aged 30 and their two children are Agnes 
(aged 5) and James (aged 2) – also living with them are Mark’s mother - Ann 
Chapman (aged 75), John Clark (a 15 year old Plumber’s Apprentice) and Ann 
Dymock, who is 12 years old and described as a Farm Labourer. 
 

 
Part of 1841 Tithe Map for West Harptree 
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Part of my research has involved investigating who were the previous occupants 
of what’s now "White Rose Farm."  Unfortunately, investigating who might have 
lived where, in Old Street Lane (Ridge Lane) - from the 1841 Tithe Schedule 
onwards - is a difficult task. The Census Enumerators tended not to record 
property names and in the 1841 Census Return, householder names don’t 
appear to match the alleged occupiers on the 1841 Tithe Schedule. 
 
Plot 246, described as a cottage and garden of 9 perches, is what is now called 
“White Rose Cottage.”  In the 1841 Tithe Schedule, like Plot 244, it was owned by 
William Rendall, but occupied apparently by a William Moon.  On the 1841 
Census however, William Moon is not shown as living in Old Street Lane, but is 
elsewhere in West Harptree.  William Moon is said to be a 55 year old 
Agricultural Labourer, living with his 55 year old wife (Ann), their sons: James 
(25), Francis (15) and John Moon (6 months old) and 20 year old daughter, Jane. 
 
Plot 247, described on the 1841 Tithe Schedule as a house and garden of 1 rood 
and 9 perches, has since disappeared. It is roughly where the detached garage 
belonging to the property “Wiscana” now stands.  In 1841, Plot 247 was owned 
and occupied by George Chapman.  On the 1841 Census, George is said to be a 
50 year old Farmer.  With him lives 20 year old Richard Chapman (described as a 
Smith) and 15 year old Ann Chapman. 
 
Plot 249, described on the 1841 Schedule as a “House, garden and yard of 24 
perches,” has also since disappeared.  The 1841 Tithe Schedule states it was 
owned and occupied by Richard Weston.  On the 1841 Census Richard was 35 
years of age and described as a Farmer.  His wife was Elizabeth Weston, aged 40.  
They also had a Mary Popel living with them – she was 20 years old and 
described as a Farm Labourer. 
 
Plot 250, described as a “Cottage and garden of 25 perches,” was owned and 
occupied by John Lane.  This property still exists and is now called “Ridgeway.”  
On the 1841 Census, John Lane is aged 35 and is described as a Carpenter.  His 
wife Mary is 25 years old and they have three children – all daughters: Elizabeth 
(6), Sarah (3) and Elizabeth (1 year). 
 
Plot 254, described as a “House and Barton” has since gone - it’s now the site of 
the first house on the south side of Ridgeway Close.  It was owned and occupied 
by James Lane. 
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On the west side of Old Street Lane in 1841, were at least four properties.  Plot 
257, (a Cottage and garden of 15 perches) was owned by Charles Wilkins and 
occupied by William Wilkins.  This is now “Ridge Cottage” and is opposite what is 
currently called “Ridgeway.” 
 
Opposite what’s now “White Rose Cottage,” are the semi-detached cottages 
called “Rose Cottage” and “Jasmine Cottage.  On the 1841 Tithe Map” they 
appear part of Plot No. 259 and are described as a “House, shop & yard.”  Access 
is left of the current “Rose Cottage.” 
 
The remaining property on Ridge Lane (now  “Goose Cottage”) may have been 
originally part of the Plots 260, 261, 262, 263 and 263a which fronted directly 
onto The Street.  In 1841, they were owned by Thomas Wise and occupied by 
George Peddle (260), William Styles (261), George Maggs (262), Gemima 
Chapman (263), and Thomas Page (263a) 
The 1841 Census describes George Peddle (Plot 260) as being 65 and a 
Shoemaker by trade.  Living with him is 70 year old Hannah Peddle and 10 year 
old Maria Peddle. 
 

The Census Returns from 1851 to 1911 
 

The family of Mark Chapman, who were living in what is now "White Rose Farm" 
on the 1841 Census, had gone by the time of the 1851 Census – they had moved 
to Newport, Monmouthshire.  There’s no mention of Ann Chapman (aged 75 in 
1841) – presumably she had died.   There are two new children in the Chapman 
family:  John Chapman (aged 6) and Cecilia Chapman (aged 4) - both were born in 
Newport – thus indicating that the family would have left "White Rose Farm" in 
West Harptree from about 1844/5. 
 
One would suppose that the Census Returns from 1851 onwards to 1911 should 
make it possible to identify the potential owners and/or tenants of “White Rose 
Farm” during that period.  Unfortunately however, most of the Returns do not 
give the names of properties within the Village - except where significant 
properties or locations are identified. 
 
Further difficulties are caused by not knowing how the enumerators collected 
the data from properties in Old Street Lane.  In one Census the enumerator may 
have walked up the Lane on the left, and down on the other side - in the 
following Census, they may have walked up the Lane on the right and down on 
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the left side.  In the Census after that, the enumerator may have criss-crossed 
the Lane from one side to the other and back again to gain information.  
 
What follows, therefore, is a summary of the West Harptree Census covering the 
period from 1851 to 1911 for Old Street (Ridge) Lane: 
 
1851 Census:  The unnamed enumerator for the 1851 Census Returns for West 
Harptree - rather unhelpfully - gives no indication whatsoever, as to the identity 
of any of the properties or even where they are to be found within the village.  
The 1851 Census Return is purely a list of names given in household groups, and 
is, therefore, of little value in determining who might have lived in any particular 
property. 
 
1861 Census: The enumerator for the 1861 West Harptree Census was a Mr John 
James.  He lists households by location, for example: there are several families 
listed as living in “Rudge,” and also two households living in “Rudge Lane.”  He 
then gives a list of households in “Old St. Lane” (schedule nos. 67-77), but it’s 
impossible to distinguish from these latter households, who might have been 
living at "White Rose Farm."  
  
1871 Census: Mr John Wookey, a farmer of 20 acres at Lamb’s Bottom, was the 
enumerator for the 1871 West Harptree Census.  He identified 12 households 
(schedule nos. 68-79) living in “Ridge” and a further 11 households (schedule 
nos. 80-90) living in what he calls “Ridge Lane.”  Because he’s not identified any 
properties there, it is still not possible to accurately determine who might have 
been living at “White Rose Farm” in 1871. 
 
1881 Census: The 1881 Census enumerator for West Harptree was Charles Jesse 
Redwood. He was 21 years old and had been born in West Harptree, and worked 
as a gardener at Harptree House, in East Harptree.  Charles Redwood didn’t 
identify “Ridge Lane” as such, on the Census, but appears to have called it by its 
earlier name of “Old Street.” 
 
Households listed in “Old Street” (schedule nos. 51-64), contain some of the 
names listed in the 1871 Census for “Ridge Lane” - presumably they are one and 
the same – though it’s not possible to identify the actual properties by name, or 
ascertain who might have lived where. 
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1891 Census: The enumerator in West Harptree, was again, Charles Jesse 
Redwood – no longer a lowly gardener, but now employed as sub-postmaster 
and grocer in East Harptree. 
 
Although Charles Redwood has identified streets and some properties by name 
in West Harptree, rather worryingly, in view of his given occupation as Sub-
Postmaster -  there are many crossings out and alterations in his records – and 
even, inaccurate information. 
 
For example: No. 35 on his Schedule (page 4) is recorded as “White Cross Farm” 
but No. 58 on page 7, is also recorded as “Whitecross Farm.”  I believe No. 58 is 
actually, “White Rose Farm” – especially as it appears amongst the listing of 
households in Ridge Lane. 
 
If No. 58 on the Schedule is “White Rose Farm,” then the occupier and tenant of 
our house on the 1891 Census was Thomas Weaver, his wife Amelia, their 
daughter Annie, and a farm labourer named Robert Evans. 
 
1901 and 1911 Census: The Enumerator for the 1901 Census in West Harptree 
was William John Flower – a 27 year old carpenter who lived in West Harptree.  
His records are precise and clear, and he identified many properties by name and 
street location – though unfortunately, he didn’t identify "White Rose Farm" in 
the 1901 Census records. 
 
From other later information, I know that the occupier of "White Rose Farm" in 
1901 was a John Watts, his wife Florence and their children: Farnham and Amy.  
Although I haven’t determined when they actually became tenants, I know they 
were at "White Rose Farm" prior to the 1901 Census - and they were still tenants 
in the 1911 Census.  That Census was the first time that Heads of the Family 
completed the actual Census Forms in their own hand. 
 
Further confirmation that the Watts Family lived at “White Rose Farm” is shown 
on Farnham John Watts’ World War I British Army Service Records.  We also know 
that John Watts and his family were still living at "White Rose Farm" on the 28th 
June 1917 - for that is the date when the Tilly Manor Estate was put up for sale. 
 

Tilly Manor Estate - its brief history and disposal 
 

The History of the Tilly Manor Estate is quite complicated - originally, the name 
Tilly comes from a Henry de Tilli, who was given the estate by William the 
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Conqueror.  It stayed in the Family for 250 years and the last incumbent went by 
the name of Lionel Tilly – he lived in the 15th Century. The departure of the Tilly 
Family saw the Manor pass into the hands of Sir Walter Rodney, who in turn, 
passed it over to William Roynon in 1476.  Peter Roynon built the present Tilly 
Manor House, and when he died in 1696, the House passed to his wastrel son - 
Harry Roynon - who dissipated his inheritance and was declared bankrupt.   
 
In 1699, William Earle bought the property.  He was married to Henrietta 
Goodenough, and their son, Goodenough Earl(e) took over the Estate in 1739.  
He died in 1789 and his cousin, Francis Milner Newton, was left Tilly Manor and 
an Estate at Barton Grange, Taunton.  
 
Francis Milner Newton and his wife Frances had only one child, a daughter born 
in 1764, named Josepha Sophia Newton.  Josepha married first to Col. Clifton 
Wheat in 1787 (who died in 1807) and then Sir Frederick Grey Cooper (d. 1840).  
When Josepha died, without issue, in Taunton in late 1848, she had bequeathed 
the Barton Grange property to a cousin, Francis Wheat Newton.  Francis was 
already a man of both power and influence in a number of areas of both London 
and Somerset - he had became a J.P., and by 1861 was High Sheriff of Somerset.  
Francis inherited both the Barton Grange and Tilly Manor Estates. 
 
As mentioned earlier, the property known as "White Rose Farm," was part of the 
Tilly Manor Estate (also known as the "West Harptree Estate") belonging to 
Francis Wheat Newton.  When Francis died in November 1895, under the terms 
of the will, the “lands, rents and hereditaments forming part of The West 
Harptree Estate” passed into the hands of his second son, Arthur Edward 
Newton of Dipford House, Trull, Taunton.   
 
Arthur Newton’s primary interest however, was in playing cricket - he played 
cricket for Somerset in the county’s pre-first-class days, and for more than 
twenty years after the team entered the County Championship in 1891.  By 1917, 
Arthur Newton decided to dispose of the Tilly Manor Estate - the sale took place 
on the 28th June at the Grand Hotel, Bristol. 
  
The Tilly Manor Sales Literature gives details of some 37 lots - included are Tilly 
Manor Farm (Lot 1), Parsonage Farm (Lot 2), White Rose Farm (Lot 3), and 
Shortcombe Farm (Lot 26). 
 



47 
 

 
 
Joseph Atkins of West Harptree made the successful bid of £680 for “White Rose 
Farm,” its ten acres and timber (worth £8).  It is also recorded that the current 
tenant of “White Rose Farm” was Mr John Watts - he paid £2,650 for Parsonage 
Farm at the same sale. 
 
Joseph Atkins’ newly acquired property consisted of the following: 
 
(i)   White Rose Farm House, Old Cottage, Buildings Yards and Gardens known as 

the “Homestead” amounting to 2 roods and 2 perches (Part OS Plot No. 
218) 

(ii)   Buildings and Yard amounting to 11 perches (Part OS Plot No. 217) 



48 
 

(iii)  Orchard of 1 acre and 31 perches (OS Plot No 215) 
(iv)  Cottage, Buildings Yard and Garden of 1 rood and 11 perches (OS  Plot No 

216) 
(v)   Stable and Cart Shed of 1 perch (Part OS Plot No. 213) 
(vi)  Junicks (meadow) of 2 acres, 2 roods and 8 perches (Part OS Plot No. 209) 
(vii)  East Leaze Orchard of 2 roods and 4 perches (Part OS Plot No. 210) 
(viii) East Leaze (meadow) of 4 acres, 3 roods and 16 perches (Part OS Plot No. 

122) 
(ix)   Old Smithy and Yard of 5 perches (Part OS Plot No. 217) 
(x)    Garden of 37 perches  (Part OS Plot No. 217) 
 

 
White Rose Farm (aka Rose Tree Farm) showing extent of farm 
house, cottage, farm buildings, closes of orchard and meadow 
land using 1903 Edition 1/2500 O S Map 

 
Over subsequent years, parcels of land were sold off by a succession of owners - 
in January 1928, Joseph Atkins sold a piece of land and buildings containing 11 
perches (Part Plot 217 on the OS Map) to Leslie Payne.   
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In January 1936, the Executors of Joseph Atkins (William J. Flower and Charles W. 
Caple) sold land to Thomas Brookman of Wrington.  For £350, Thomas Brookman 
purchased the “messuage or dwellinghouse known as  ROSE TREE FARM at Ridge 
Lane, together with the Outbuildings consisting of two piggeries, cow stall with 
loft and two open Sheds, Garden, Yard and Closes of Pasture and Orchard Land 
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forming Parts OS Numbers 209, 210 and 218 and containing together three acres, 
one rood and thirty-nine perches now in the occupation of Mr W. H. Shipsey as 
Tenant, together with all Rights of Way over adjoining property of Messrs 
Payne.” 
 
In May 1936, Charles W. Caple and William J. Flower sold the Cottage garden and 
buildings and lands comprising OS Plots no. 215, 216 and part of 213 to Clutton 
Rural District Council. In June 1936 Charles Wesley Caple and William John 
Flower sold a piece of land containing 4 acres, 3 roods and 16 perches “more or 
less situate fronting the road leading from West Harptree to East Harptree to 
Leonard Albert Body.” (Part OS Plot No 122) 
 

 
 
In April 1942 Thomas Brookman (formerly of Wrington), sold for £780  “the 
“messuage or dwellinghouse, called or known as ROSE TREE FARM, together with 
outbuildings consisting of two piggeries, cow stall with loft and two open sheds, 
garden, yard and closes of pasture and orchard land forming Part OS Plot Nos. 
209, 210 and 218 and containing three acres, one rood and thirty-nine perches 
(more or less) formerly in the occupation of Mr W H Shipsey but now void, 
together with the rights of way to the yard over the adjoining property now or 
late of Messrs Payne as now existing.”  to Albert Henry Watts - a Farmer in 
Ubley. 
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In January 1950, Albert Henry Watts conveyed to Clutton Rural District Council, 
two parcels of Pasture Land forming Part OS Plots 209A and 210 containing 1.678 
and 0.490 acres. 
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In July 1951, Albert Henry Watts conveyed all the Yard and Outbuildings (forming 
Part OS Plot No. 218) to M. Taviner & Sons. 
 
In December 1964,  Albert Henry Watts gifted his niece Edith Emily Taviner of 
White Rose Farm, the “messuage or dwellinghouse formerly called Rose Tree 
Farm, but now called White Rose Farm and the outbuildings which form Part OS 
Plot no 218 and are now in the occupation of Edith Taviner as tenant.  Edith and 
her husband Henry had actually been living as tenants at White Rose Farm since 
1952/3. 
 
In June 1994 a Legal Determination confirmed “right of access to the rear of 
White Rose Farm with or without vehicles and animals along the lane from The 
Street and the right to turn vehicles on the remainder of the former White Rose 
Yard.”  This confirmed a right of way in existence since at least the 18th Century, 
which allows the owners of the building, (now known as White Rose Farm), 
access “without the consent of any person and without any interruption or 
payment or acknowledgement of any person.”  This right was further confirmed 
in a Statutory Declaration in June 2005. 
 
White Rose Yard with its cottage and associated buildings and Shop with 
planning permission for residential development, was sold at auction in July 
1994.  The Shop is now The White Rose Beauty Parlour, and the former White 
Rose Yard (now The Courtyard) has four semi-detached properties with integral 
garages and open-plan gardens. 
 
White Rose Farmhouse and its garden was bought by Mr & Mrs Michael Thomas 
in June 2005 and following extensive alterations, it was sold again in 2010 - when 
we bought it.  
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View from pedestrian gate at "White Rose Farm" looking up Ridge Lane - c1890 
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A Stopped up Right of Way in East Harptree 
 

 
In 1795, Joshua Scrope was the lord of the manor of East Harptree. Information 
about him is not easy to come by nor to verify, but it is likely that he was the 
Joshua (or John according to some accounts!) Peart, who married Mary, the 
niece and heiress of Thomas Scrope of Cockerington and Colby in Lincolnshire, 
who had died in 1792. Mary had inherited the manor of East Harptree from 
Thomas, who had previously inherited the manor in or after 1784 through a 
distant family connection with Gervase Newton, the last of the Newton owners 
of the East Harptree estate and who had died sometime after 1753. Upon Mary 
inheriting, the Pearts changed their family name to Scrope – perhaps it was a 
condition of their inheritance. 
 
Joshua found that East Harptree did not have a substantial manor house that 
was appropriate for a lord of the manor to live in. However, it is likely that there 
would have been instead a principal dwelling occupied by the main leasehold 
tenant of an absentee lord of the manor and used as the manor farm. Although 
there is no documentary evidence, it is tentatively suggested that this might 
perhaps have been the larger building shown on the accompanying sketch map, 
with its access drive opposite the bottom end of Water Street and close to a field 
Joshua owned called Home Close. 
Joshua, therefore, planned to build a suitable manor house, which he did; called 
Richmond Hall (but later Harptree Court). This was completed by 1797. He would 
have realised, however, that the imposing dwelling he had in mind also needed a 
large park to set it off. Unfortunately, at that time the ground earmarked for the 
park was crossed by a long standing public right of way over his property of 
Home Close, described as a ‘highway, bridleway and footpath’. 
 
This right of way provided a connection between a place called Brooks Close 
Cross Way on the present West Harptree to Litton road (B3114), lying 418 yards 
to the east of the crossroads at the bottom of East Harptree High Street, and 
White Cross Road opposite the bottom end of Water Street. Also, a small branch 
of this right of way joined the B3114 a little further to the west and this went 
past a cottage belonging to Joshua Scrope and occupied by George Barwell.  
 
Joshua Scrope must have petitioned for these rights of way on his land to be 
stopped up, because an enquiry into the matter was held at East Harptree by 
two justices of the peace, James Tooker and John Band, on 6 April 1795. 
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The justices clearly supported Joshua Scrope’s petition as, having viewed the 
alternative routes from Brooks Close Cross Way to East Harptree, they 
concluded: 
 

1. That the two rights of way being challenged were ‘narrow and 
incommodious’ (they were six feet wide on average) and of no 
advantage to the public; 
 

2. That the ‘ancient usual road and highway’ leading from the Cross Way to 
the parish of East Harptree (i.e. using the B3114 and the High Street) 
was ‘more spacious, safe and commodious to the public’ and the 
distance was only a little more (858 against 682 yards to the Cross Tree 
at the bottom of Middle Street). 

 
They therefore ordered that the rights of way concerned across Joshua Scrope’s 
land should be stopped up and that ‘the ancient usual road and highway’ should 
be used instead by the public. They also ordered that the land and soil in the 2 
roods and 17 perches occupied by the stopped up lanes should be sold to Joshua 
Scrope by the surveyors of the highway of East Harptree, ‘provided he is 
prepared to pay full value’. He paid £2. 10s to be applied to the use of other 
highways within East Harptree Parish. 
 
It is not known whether Joshua and Mary planned to live in the new manor 
house but, unfortunately, Mary died without any child to inherit in 1795, and the 
East Harptree estate was sold to the Waldegraves in 1803. 
 
The sketch map attached to the record of the enquiry provides an interesting 
view of the centre of East Harptree at that time. Features shown include: 
 

1. The pound opposite the bottom of Water Street (perhaps conveniently 
close to the tentatively suggested principal dwelling of the manor?). 
 

2. A tree (‘Cross Tree’) at the junction at the bottom of Middle Street. 
 

3. Five roads are shown joining at the bottom of the High Street. The one 
that no longer exists is marked ‘To North Widcombe’ and would have 
joined the other lanes that still meet by Whistley Farm. This would have 
formed the continuation of the ‘Old Road to Bristol’ named on the West 
Harptree Gournay manor surveys ; 
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4. The fourth lane shown meeting at Brooks Close Cross Way was also 

stopped up in about 1817 by the Waldegraves when they enlarged the 
Park. 
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The justices seem to have treated the rights of way stopped up only as part of an 
alternative route to the centre of East Harptree near the church. As the better 
‘ancient and usual road’ already existed it is hard to see why this other highway 
was ever necessary just for this purpose. It is interesting to speculate, therefore, 
whether the stopped up highway, long before its deterioration into a ‘narrow 
and incommodious’ way, was originally there for an entirely different purpose.  
 
In the Parliamentary Survey of Widcombe in 1650, the track now known as 
Spring Lane, which meets the lane up Widcombe Hill at Prospect Stile, was 
identified as a packhorse route ‘leading from Clutton colepitts to East Harptree’. 
Perhaps this packhorse route continued down Widcombe Hill, across Shrowl 
Bridge and linked up in some way via the stopped up highway to Water Street to 
take the coal up to the lead processing facilities on Mendip? 
 
 
Sources:  
 
The record of the enquiry with sketch map, is held in the Heritage Centre at 
Taunton (Ref. Q/SR/363/2/10-11).  
 
The additional material about the Scropes and the Waldegraves was kindly 
provided by Jean Elliot.  
 
The 1650 Parliamentary Survey of Widcombe is held in the National Archives 
(Ref. E 317/SOM/45). 
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Programme: September 2018 to July 2019 
 
2018 

Wednesday, 26 
September  

‘Tyntesfield, Progress & Discoveries’, an illustrated talk by Terry & Jenni 
Stevens. 
Preceded by the Society’s AGM at 6.30pm 

Wednesday, 31 
October 

Three presentations by members of the Society on local research topics. 

Wednesday, 28 
November 
Wednesday, 12 
December 
 

‘France 1918, the British Victory’. An illustrated talk by Jim Ross. 
 
‘The Somerset Russets’. Entertainment recreating a village band of 18th & 19th 
centuries. Supper & pay bar. Doors open 7.00pm. Cost TBA East Harptree 
Theatre 

 

2019 
Wednesday, 30 
January 

‘Alfred the Great and the Somerset Connection’. An illustrated talk by Chris 
Eldridge 

Wednesday, 27 
February 

‘Deserted Medieval Villages in Somerset’. An illustrated talk by James Bond. 

Wednesday, 27 
March 
Wednesday, 24 
April 
 

‘Secret Bunkers in Somerset’. An illustrated talk by Oliver Hulme 
 
‘Transported Women’. An illustrated talk by Pat Hase 

FOR OUTSIDE VISITS, PLEASE CHECK WITH THE VISIT LISTS FOR FINAL DETAILS OR ANY CHANGES 
 

Wednesday, 29 
May 

Visit to Saltford Brass Mill 6.30pm. Details TBA 

Wednesday, 26 
June 
Wednesday, 31 
July 

TBA  
 
A guided walk round the medieval city of Bristol, led by Bob Jones. Details TBA 

  
All meetings are held at West Harptree village hall and start at 7.30pm unless 

otherwise noted. Everybody is welcome. Members £1, non-members £3. Annual 
subscription £5. For further details contact Lesley on 01761-221758 or Andrew on 

01761-221941 
 


