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Chairman’s report 2019      Lesley Ross 
 

Welcome to this year’s edition of the Harptreenian. The editor and committee 
were delighted with a very positive review of last year’s journal in the Avon Local 
History and Archaeology Newsletter. We hope you will enjoy this edition. 
 
I am delighted to report that the Society had a marked membership increase this 
year with large audiences of members and visitors for our season of talks. As usual 
there was a wide range of subjects with something to interest everyone. The three 
summer visits were popular; particularly the trip to Shepton Prison where we all 
left feeling that we would continue to stay on the right side of the law. If you have 
heard a talk or know of a good speaker or have been on a visit that you think 
would interest the Society please let one of the Committee have the details. 
 
Three members of the Committee continue to be involved with the East 
Harptree Newton project. We have been assisting with suggestions for the 
content of the exhibition area and in the selection of the Interpretation Designer 
for the project. It is hoped that some of the History Society’s archive will be 
made available to the general public from a terminal in the church. 
 
We appear to be a thriving Society but over the last few years the Committee has 
reduced in size. Many of you will know that we had to cease serving 
refreshments at the end of the evening due to lack of help. And as from this 
autumn Andrew Sandon is standing down as Treasurer and as yet no one has 
come forward to take his place. If no one volunteers and if the Committee has no 
new members we are unlikely to be able to continue beyond the next couple of 
years. Please, could you consider joining the committee? It is not onerous as we 
all share in the organization and have fun as well. We only meet 4 or 5 times a 
year and it is not necessary for you to attend every monthly talk. Please, join us. 
 
I am most grateful to the many people who help set up and clear away at 
meetings. But I particularly wish to thank all the committee for their support and 
help. Without you the Society would not be what it is today.  Andrew has 
diligently carried out the duties as our Treasurer for the past 18 years. He is 
standing down as Treasurer but will continue to remain on the Committee to 
provide his valuable advice and support. Thank you Andrew for all you have done 
for the Society. You deserve your retirement. 
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With great sadness I must record that suddenly last December Audrey Kay a long 
term member died after a short illness. She attended our talks and events and 
contributed unfailingly whenever she was able.  She will be greatly missed. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to a new season of talks this autumn. Please 
note that the AGM will not be held prior to the first meeting in September but at 
6.30pm on Wednesday 30 October. The annual membership subscription will be 
due at the September meeting as usual. The interesting programme of talks for 
the new season is at the back of this Harptreenian. I look forward to seeing you.  

 

 
Editorial        Nick Roberts 
 

In this issue we include a wide variety of material to suit all interests and I hope 
that you enjoy reading it. You will find articles extracted from some of the 
fascinating documents held in our archives, results of detailed and scholarly 
research into medieval records and, of course, some light hearted reading. 
 
Take, for example, Lesley’s look at East Harptree School one hundred years ago. 
This diary reveals some of the trials and tribulations of staff and pupils during the 
early 19th century and it makes an interesting comparison with today’s life on the 
same site and in the same buildings.  Also in this issue is a register of those who 
lived in one of our parishes and who served in World War 2. It is so easy to forget 
modern history and we are grateful to Gill for her continuing efforts in this 
respect. 
 
These are just a sample of what follows and, rather than give a precis of all this 
issue’s contents I’ll leave you to enjoy the broad range of subject matter.  
 
The Harptreenian reflects the Harptrees History Society’s mandate to explore, 
record, research and disseminate the rich history of our area. Although the 
majority of the articles have been prepared by committee members, we 
welcome contributions and I would urge all readers to consider writing for future 
editions of the journal. If you make a discovery whilst weeding the garden or 
come across something in your house deeds, or find a crumpled old map in the 
bookcase, or a reference to the word Harptree when away on holiday, we’d like 
to hear about it.  
 
Everyone has a story to tell and we will be happy to help you share it
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East Harptree School One Hundred Years Ago 
 
East Harptree School has, amongst many fascinating historic records, two old log 
books. Regulations for grant-aided schools from 1862 required head teachers to 
keep a log book or day-to-day record of events in their school. In 1871 this 
requirement changed to a minimum weekly entry. The content of these log 
books could include: information about pupil attendance and factors which 
affected attendance such as; extreme weather, local epidemics or children 
helping with the harvest; the visits of inspectors; timetables and the subjects 
taught; building problems; particular cases of bad behaviour; celebratory events; 
and teaching staff. The amount of information recorded varies according to 
particular head teachers and some log books are much fuller in their daily entries 
than others but school log books can offer fascinating details of day-to-day 
school life. 
 
The oldest of East Harptree’s Log Books is dated from May 1st 1893 and ends 
with the last comment made on January 14th 1948. The second book 
commences in 1948 with entries becoming more and more infrequent until the 
final one in July 1982. For this article I have studied the entries from 1904 –1919, 
to show the conditions and concerns of one of our local schools one hundred 
years ago. By 1913 the entries were generally only brief and monthly with 
occasional additional entries mentioning special events.  
 
East Harptree was a small country school with children walking from homes 
across a wide area. In the period studied, there were only two head teachers, 
Mr. Thomas Glover and after he died in 1909 his wife Mrs. Agnes Glover. It is 
their comments along with School Inspectors’ Reports which are reproduced 
here. All text in italic is direct quotes from the Log Book. 
 
The Head teachers were essential in providing continuity as there was a constant 
problem in obtaining staff and holding on to them. In August 1918 the staff were 
listed as follows;  
 
Mrs Agnes M. E. Glover, Headmistress, a Trained Certified Teacher, who taught 
the top class standards III – VII. 
Miss Dora Walwin, an Uncertified Teacher, who taught Standards I and II. 
Miss Ada K. Loram, a Supplementary Teacher, who taught the Infants. 
Cicely Lyons, an Indentured Rural Pupil Teacher. Immediately on completing her 
education as a school girl in July 1917 she had sat the Diocesan Examination for 
Pupil Teachers and passed with 2nd Class.  
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In his report Mr Leng, County Committee’s Inspector commented: 
 
May 1918 Mr Glover, the Head Master died nine years ago, his wife, a trained 
and certified teacher, was placed in charge. She has fully justified her 
appointment and has well maintained the efficiency of the school. Both discipline 
and tone are good, and the majority of the subjects reach a very satisfactory 
level.  

 
During the years her husband had been Head Master the local managers 
appointed his wife as a supply teacher and later she taught Needlework but the 
County Education Authority refused to recognize her as member of staff and she 
had to resign. No reason was given. Was it because she was a married woman?  
But the local managers (school governors) continued to authorize her to take 
charge of the School occasionally when her husband was absent. 
 
The difficulty in retaining staff can be shown over a 6 months period from August 
1918 by the following entries in the Log Book.  
 
Aug. 20th Miss Walwin, the Uncertified Teacher in charge of Stds I + II sent a 
Doctor’s Certificate to say “she must be away from duties for a fortnight as she is 
unfit for work”.  
Sept. 2nd …. she returned to school but she says that her Doctor was unwilling 
and that she must give up and rest until at least Xmas. 
 
The School managers notified the Education Secretary and a supply teacher was 
appointed.  
 
Sept. 9th Miss E. Clymow arrived during the morning and commenced duties this 
afternoon. Miss Clymow has come straight from College but has not yet heard 
results of Certificate Examination. Jan. 6th 1919 Miss Clymow having attained a 
post near her home has left this school. 
Jan. 18th 1919 Having no teacher for Stds I = II, Cicely Lyons, Pupil Teacher will 
take all the Oral Lessons, Arithmetic and Needlework. The written Composition 
will be done under my supervision.  
Feb. 20th Miss F. Marshalsea, ex-Bursar has been appointed to take the place of 
Uncertificated Teacher for Stds I + II.  
March 13th Miss Marshalsea has been notified that she has passed the 
Certificate Examination, and has given notice of resignation 
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The Standard I and II class had therefore had 4 different teachers in this short 
period. 
 
By the early 1900s it was compulsory for children to attend school until the age 
of 13. However, if they had reached the educational standard required by the 
Inspector of the local Education Authority they could leave earlier. Children 
under the age of 13 who were employed were required to have a certificate and 
employers of these children who weren't able to show this were penalized. The 
Education Act of 1918 raised the school leaving age from 12 to 14. Registration 
was taken in each class morning and afternoon and it was the school managers’ 
responsibility for regularly ‘testing’ the class Registers. 
 
The number of children officially recorded, over the period studied, ranged from 
87 – 114 but numbers fluctuated and attendance was sometimes as low as 43. 
The most frequent comments in the Log Book were concerns about the 
children’s lack of attendance. The preoccupation with pupil numbers was due to 
the school receiving an annual grant from the Local Authority based on average 
attendance. But there were further implications, as in Jan 1916, when the 
number of pupils officially recorded dropped below 90 and the school was 
informed by the Secretary of the Education Committee that one of the staff had 
to leave. This entailed reorganization from 4 to 3 classes.  
 
There were many reasons for poor attendance; illness, bad weather, helping in 
the home and working for local farmers. The situation became so bad that in the 
summer of 1903 and for several years after, the school managers decided to 
close the school for a fortnight in order that the boys might assist in haymaking. 
If the school was closed the Registers could not be taken and therefore there 
could be no average attendance for that week. But when it reopened; 
 
….some boys are absent employed by the local farmers. I sent a list of the 
absentees to the Attendance Officer this noon asking him to give them his earliest 
attention. 
 
Then in September for several years the school closed for a week or 10 days for 
potato picking. Usually within a week, following a visit from the Attendance 
Officer, there was an improvement but amongst the older boys working illegally 
for local farmers continued to be the reason for irregular attendance. 
There are other more trivial reasons for absence to be recorded; 
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Oct. 1904 A.C. absented herself this afternoon being induced by a servant girl to 
accompany her blackberrying. 
Nov. 1905 F.H., A.A. and W.T. were absent to-day ‘beating’ for the pheasant 
shooting party. 
Aug. 1907 M.L. came to school at 2.30pm, his mother having sent him on an 
errand. 
 
Children who did not have regular attendance were drawn to the Attendance 
Officer’s notice. Attendance was frequently so bad that various scheme were 
attempted to improve the situation. In November 1906 Weekly Attendance 
Reward cards were given to encourage punctuality and regularity and in the 
summer prizes given for 95% of the total attendances during that year.  

 
During 1907-8 out of an average attendance of 100 during the school year 41 
scholars are eligible for Prizes. 
June 1910 A.C. and W.G. have been summoned and fined for poor attendance. 
This seems to have made other children attend better. 

 
The school week was rigidly timetabled with Reading, Writing (handwriting and 
composition) and Arithmetic at the core of the curriculum with much of it taught 
to the younger children by rote. The subjects of History, Geography, Music, 
Physical Exercise, Needlework for girls and Drawing or Handwork for boys were 
also timetabled.  
 
Nov. 1908 Reading, Recitation, Music, Handwriting and Oral Arithmetic were the 
best of the subjects which came under notice at the visit of the inspection. 
 
Timetabled lessons were occasionally enlivened or altered. 
 
Nov. 1905 A lesson on British North America with the aid of the Evening School 
Optical Lantern and Slides was given this afternoon. 
Feb. 1910 The Timetable was not adhered to this morning as 15 Scholars were 
engaged in writing an Essay upon “Why England must have a strong Navy” for 
the Victoria League Essay Competition. 
Feb. 1912 During the next two weeks, extra lessons will be devoted to the 
Geography and History of India to prepare the Scholars for the Victoria League 
Competition. 
March 2nd 1914 A stove and plant for Cookery Classes have been sent, and a 
room which has been lent by W.W. Kettlewell Esq. is to be fitted up. 
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March 6th 1914 The room now being ready, the first Cookery Class was held this 
morning. 10 girls receiving instruction. The Head Mistress is giving the 
instruction. 
 
At the end of each term examinations were held to check progress and each year 
the County Education Committee’s Inspector visited the school. The formal 
written reports were written up in the Log Book and signed by one of the 
Managers. 

 
Nov. 1914 Copy of Report by G. H. Grindrodd Esq; H.M.I. 
.… When left to themselves the children work steadily; they were tested in 
Writing, in Composition, Arithmetic, Geography and History with very satisfactory 
results considering the time of year; a good foundation is laid for all this in the 
Infant Division. The Pupil Teacher has worked well with this class, and shews 
great promise. 
A word of praise is due for the training of the Older Scholars in the singing of Folk 
Songs, and in the performance of simple Old English Dances. The above details 
show, for a country school, an unusual combination of pleasing features. 

 
Oct. 1916 Report made by Mr Leng, County Education Committee’s Inspector. 
As in former years the teaching is intelligent and creditable progress is being 
made in the subjects of instruction. Composition is good and some of the 
exercises possess considerable merit and, Reading is fluent and fairly expressive. 
Better enunciation and articulation are desirable. 
The order and behaviour are both satisfactory, and the children are under nice 
influence.  
There are some interesting features in connection with this school. Cookery is 
taught by the Head Mistress and appears to be a popular subject. No difficulty is 
experienced in disposing of the dishes. Folk Songs, Country and Morris Dances 
also form part of the curriculum. 
The Pupil Teacher has made a promising start and is likely to do well. Provision 
for teaching her Geometry and Algebra will be made by the Staff. Instead of the 
Elementary Science prescribed by the Bridgewater Centre, she would like to take 
Botany or Nature Study and this arrangement would be more suitable for Country 
Teachers. 
 
May 1918 Report made by Mr Leng, County Education Committee’s Inspector. 
Old English and Morris Dances are included in the Physical Exercises, and at the 
recent competition for North Somerset, possessed sufficient merit to gain first 
place. The Dances are popular with the children and are of material benefit in 



6 
 

their physical development. The Infants are kindly and effectively taught. The 
Rural Pupil Teacher must aim at greater Vivacity and Animation in her teaching. 

 
Inspector could also comment on the building and equipment.  
 
Nov. 1908 Many of the desks used by the older scholars are unsatisfactory and 
the Infants’ desks are bad. 
Nov. 1909 Some of the School desks are not good and the Managers propose to 
ask for some of those that were used at Gatwick Hall for Barrow Gurney School, 
as they are of similar length to 4 already provide by the County Committee. 
 
In addition to the County Education Inspector every May a Diocesan Inspector 
examined each class. They were expected to have knowledge of the Old and New 
Testament and display repetition of the Scriptures, Hymns and Collects whilst the 
two older classes had to know the Prayer Book and recite the Catechism. 
 
May 1918 Diocesan Inspection by Rev. J. C. Newberry: 
Four years have passed since I visited this school and taking it as a whole I find it 
“Very Good”. 
The Syllabus has been carefully adhered to and the children well taught. On a 
very oppressive day the children suffered from a certain amount of “inertia”. The 
Infants are satisfactory. 
Stds I + II have a sound knowledge of the Catechism to the Duties. 
Standard II was pleasing in the “Christian Year”. 
Standards IV – VII are commended for their knowledge of the Baptismal Service. 
The Singing, though good, did not attain to that excellence, which surprised me 
four years ago. 
Considering age I appreciated most the written work of Std III. 

 
The value given to Needlework can be measured by this subject also being 
inspected. 
 
Nov. 1913 Miss Robinson, Inspectress of Needlework for the County Education 
Committee visited the school this afternoon and examined the needlework. 
“The Needlework in this School is good. A Record book of the work done by each 
girl would be found useful. A sewing machine would be of value in this School.” 
  
Amongst the notes on attendance and curriculum matters there are frequent 
comments which indicate the state of the children’s’ health. Childhood diseases 
were widespread with Measles, German measles, Whooping Cough, Mumps, 
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Chicken Pox, Scarlet Fever, Influenza and Ringworm all mentioned. There is also a 
comment in 1905 that a child died of blood poisoning. The Head was required to 
inform the County Medical Officer of any infectious disease in the village. In 
March 1915 the school was closed for a month by order of the Medical Officer 
because of the prevalence of Mumps. Then in September 1915 the school was 
closed again for 3 weeks due to the large number of absentees through Measles. 
He could also ask for the school to be disinfected when infections were 
prolonged. 
 
Sept. 1910 School should have reopened on Monday last but owing to an 
outbreak of Scarlet Fever at one of the cottages, the managers thought it 
advisable to keep the school closed for another week. 
Dec. 1914 C. and M.L .are absent from school owing to diphtheria being in the 
house. A notification has been sent from the Medical Officer of Health excluding 
the children. 
Nov. 1917 Chicken Pox especially in the Infant Room.   
Aug. 16th 1918 The attendance has been very poor this week. Several children 
are ill with influenza, a few have not returned from their holidays (School closed 
for the summer that year from July 11th – Aug 12th) and some of the bigger boys 
are kept away for the Harvest Work.  
Oct. 18th 1918 The attendance has been poor this week: a number of children are 
suffering from Influenza. 
Nov. 11th 1918 During the (Mid term) holiday week the Influenza epidemic 
spread rapidly, and this being reported to Dr Savage, Chief Medical Officer of 
Health, he recommended that the school be closed for two more weeks. This was 
done, school being reopened this morning. 
 
A Medical Officer made annual medical examinations and could exclude children 
if they had infections particularly Ringworm. He could also refer children to 
Clutton Council School to have their eyes examined by the County Oculist. Each 
year a School Dentist also inspected every child. 
 
April 1919 The School dentist is at School today and will also attend tomorrow. 
Several children were treated by him. 

 
A regular health visitor was the District Nurse. She would frequently be called in 
to school to see children who were repeatedly very dirty and often 
recommended they be sent home. 
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Feb. 1909 I sent M.C. home this morning. Her head was in a very dirty state and 
insects were seen creeping over her hair. 
July 1914 The District Nurse made an inspection of heads and found a large 
number of children extremely dirty. The managers have given orders that the very 
worst must be sent home until clean. 
Aug. 1914 M. and G.C. have been removed from this school and sent to West 
Harptree, as their mother objected to the Inspecting of Heads by the Nurse. 
 
There were other more regular visitors. Mr. W.W. Kettlewell and Rev. G.B. 
Shallcross as managers visited the school 2 or 3 time a week to observe progress. 
The Rector frequently took Scripture classes and his wife visited the girls’ sewing 
class. They also brought friends to visit and watch the children display their folk 
singing. One notable visitor was Cecil Sharp who came to the school on three 
occasions, April and August 1906, and again in September 1907. 
 
W.W.Kettlewell Esq. accompanied by Cecil Sharp Esq. paid a short visit to the 
school yesterday, heard children sing folk songs. 
Miss Mattie Kay, a professional singer, sang two or three folk songs to the 
scholars who appreciated her kindness very much. 

 
The school generally closed for 2 weeks at Easter and Christmas, with 1 week at 
the end of October and 5 weeks in summer. But the school managers could take 
into account local circumstances and so in the years when two weeks were taken 
for haymaking they reduced the summer break to 3 weeks. There were also 
other occasions when the school closed for a day or a half day. The Church 
festivals Ash Wednesday and Ascension Day were statuary holidays. 
 
March 5th 1919 Today being Ash Wednesday, the Registers were closed at 9am 
to enable the children to attend service at Church at 11.15. 
May 9th 1918 Today being Ascension Day secular instruction commenced at 9 
and finished at 11 to enable the children to attend service. There was a holiday in 
the afternoon. 
April 10th 1919 By permission of the Managers, school Registers were closed at 
9.10 a.m. The school being dismissed at 11.10a.m. The second session will 
commence at 12.30 to enable the teachers and children to attend a service for 
the unveiling of a Memorial Window for the late/Rector Rev. G.B. Shallcross. 
 
Every year during the Diocesan Inspection the timetable was suspended for the 
Scripture Examinations and usually followed by a half day holiday. 
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Empire Day was marked each year but not always with a holiday. 
 
May 24th 1907 Empire Day. This afternoon the scholars were addressed by Lieut. 
Kettlewell, subject Empire Day. A lady from New Zealand kindly presented to the 
scholars their prizes for regular attendance, punctuality and good conduct 
purchased by funds obtained from the County Education Authority. The children 
were then given a capital tea, kindly provided by Mrs. Kettlewell, after which 
songs and games were freely indulged in. 
May 24th 1916 Being Empire Day the Time Table was not followed; Patriotic 
songs were sung and the flag saluted. Mrs. Kettlewell and Mrs. Olphert came and 
spoke to the children, the latter showing the children the New Zealand flag. 
 
Other National events are reflected in the pages of the Log Book. 
 
May 1910 School will be closed on Friday May 20th being the date of the Funeral 
of the late King Edward VII. 
June 1911 Next week being Coronation week the school will be closed. 
Oct 1919 School closed this afternoon for the extra week’s holiday for which the 
King asked in celebrating Peace. 

 
Further time off for local events and customs was decided at the discretion of 
the school managers. A half or whole day holiday was given for the East Harptree 
Flower Show, East Harptree Village Club Day, and Clutton Flower Show. A day off 
was given for the Sunday School treat but not for the Chapel Sunday School 
outing which resulted in poor attendance at school on that day. Then there were 
alterations to the timetable to accommodate rehearsals and even a day off to 
attend special events. The managers and other local families are often 
mentioned providing treats and extras to encouraged non curriculum activities. 
 
Oct. 1906 To encourage the children to take an interest in flower growing Mrs. 
Kettlewell has supplied about 30 scholars with bulbs and fibre below cost price. It 
is intended to hold a competition next spring, prizes being offered for the finest 
blooms. 
Jan. 1908 During the last hour this afternoon Sts V & VI were occupied in 
answering on paper, 8 questions set by Lieut. Kettlewell – general knowledge 
questions dealing principally on animal and plant life; prizes are offered for the 
best answers. 
March 1907 16 Scholars who took part in the last Concert – Morris dancing and 
Folk Songs – were each presented with a pretty silver medal, the gift of W.W. 
Kettlewell Esq. 
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March 1907 A little extra time has been given to singing this week preparing the 
scholars for the Mid Somerset Musical Competition. A holiday was given to-day in 
order that 27 scholars out of 34 in the Upper Classes might take part in the 
competition.  
The Children had a capital outing yesterday. Mrs. Hope and Mrs. Kettlewell 
defrayed all travelling and lunching expenses respectively. 
The scholars won 3 prizes out of 4 Competitions entered for, namely Unison Song 
(1st Prize); Action Song and Dance (2nd Prize); Sight Reading (2nd Prize). In Sight 
Reading they scored 38 points out of a possible 40.  
 
May 26th 1918 School closed today to enable 10 children to go to Bath for the 
Competition (Mid Somerset) in Morris and Country Dancing. 
May 29th 1918 Results of above Competition. 
M.L.- Morris Jig 1st prize, G.L.- Morris Jig 2nd Prize, Team of Morris Dancers 1st 
Prize. 

 
There were other treats and gifts supplied by notable village families. 
 
Oct. 1906 A basket of apples containing about 200 were sent to the school by 
W.W. Kettlewell Esq. to be distributed to the scholars. 
The Rector presented scholars with a football. A local farmer has kindly lent them 
a field in which to play. 
Jan. 1908 A School Treat was held this afternoon. A Tea and Christmas presents 
were kindly provided by Mrs. Kettlewell and Mrs. Mountstevens respectively. 110 
scholars sat down to tea after singing Christmas Hymns, carols and one or two 
Folk Songs. 
Feb. 1912 Mrs. Hope visited the school and promised to send materials to be 
made up into garments in the Needlework Lessons. 
June 1917 School was closed today, to allow of 30 children being taken to the 
Zoological Gardens, Clifton. Mrs. Kettlewell kindly sent these, as they had been 
the most punctual during the previous month. 
 
Reflecting the preoccupation with attendance there are many references to bad 
weather, particularly heavy rain causing the children to either not attend or 
arriving very wet. Most winters there were heavy falls of snow making it 
impossible for children from a distance to come through the snow. 
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March 1909 Owing to the heavy fall of snow … The thermometer registered 
35degrees F. at 10am in Sts I and II classrooms. By means of physical exercises 
and marching the children grew warmer. 
Nov. 1910 Poor attendance this morning owing to a heavy hailstorm. 
Jan. 1918 Owing to a heavy fall of snow only 43 scholars presented themselves 
this morning. 63 were present this afternoon 
Jan. 1919 Owing to a very heavy fall of snow during the week-end, the children 
who live at a distance were unable to attend. No. present 62. 
 
The school’s three class rooms were each heated by a coal fired stove and these 
gave rise to problems and as we have seen they could be inadequate in cold 
weather.  
 
Dec.  1909 The stove gives off very little heat and requires to be cleaned.  
Nov.  1910 Stove cannot be used because it smokes so very badly. 
Sept. 1911 New heating apparatus was placed in school during the holidays and 
this was not finished in time, so an extra week was given. 
 
The toilets were very poor and there is mention of blockages and overflows and 
so there must have been great satisfaction in April 1908. 
 
The building operations (Boys’, Girls’ and Infants’ Offices) are completed. The 
school desks have been overhauled and repaired. 

 
But there were other problems. 
Dec. 1905 At 9.40a.m. such an objectionable smell pervaded the Schoolroom 
(particularly the Infant Department) that it became unbearable. One girl was 
soon afterwards sick, and no doubt others would have been the same had they 
remained in such a vitiated atmosphere.  
 
Mr. Glover asked the Rev G. B. Shallcross to visit and advise him and on his 
recommendation the scholars were dismissed and their attendance cancelled. 
Without a doubt the bad smell comes from outbuildings and pig-styes at the rear 
of the school. No mention is made of what happened to improve the situation. 

 
The Head Teachers’ comments in the Log Book illustrate that they not only had 
to manage the curriculum and teaching to satisfy both the local Education 
Committee Inspectors and the Diocesan Inspectors but they also were 
continually concerned about poor attendance and the effect this was going to 
have on the school’s annual grant. Obtaining and keeping staff in a rural area was 
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a constant issue and the continual pupil absences must have added to the 
difficulty in providing a good education. But each year the Inspectors’ Reports 
are positive and note that for a rural school East Harptree was providing a good 
and varied education. This school Log Book also offers fascinating details of day-
to-day school life, the health of the children and the involvement of local families 
although sometimes frustratingly it offers only “all going well” or “no remarks”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Postcard of the Methodist Chapel East Harptree: view looking along the road 
towards West Harptree. Note the narrowness of the road and the young trees in 
the cemetery (behind the horse and cart). Undated but circa 1905 (from HHS/NR 
collection) 

 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
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Motoring in the 1920s 
 
It’s sometime said that there’s nowhere left in the world to explore. Yes, there is 
– and it’s close to home. An interest in history and an element of restless 
curiosity (how? why? when? who? where?) can turn the most ordinary of old 
handbooks into a well of imagination.  
 
Take the 1925 Royal Automobile Club Guide, for example, which I spotted in a 
charity shop. You’re suddenly exploring the world that our grandparents knew 
or, at least, could visualise. Provided you are ‘not under 17 years of age’ and 
have obtained a driving licence ‘from the Council or the County or County 
Borough in which you reside’, your only requirement is a car or a motor bike. No 
annoying inconveniences such as compulsory insurance or driving tests to worry 
about. Just pull on your leather driving gloves, pack the wicker hamper, squash 
granny into the dicky seat, check the oil pressure, consult your leather-bound 
road atlas, and you’re off.   
 
There are responsibilities, of course. For your part, ‘it is a criminal offence for any 
person having charge of a carriage or other vehicle, by wanton or furious driving 
or racing, or by wilful misconduct, or even by wilful neglect, to cause any bodily 
harm to any person. This is misdemeanour for 
which an offender may be sent to prison for 
two years with or without hard labour’. ‘The 
speed limit on public highways must not 
exceed 20 mph. Liable on summary conviction, 
first offence, fine not exceeding £10 [around 
£600 in today’s money], second offence, fine 
not exceeding £20, subsequent offence, fine 
not exceeding £50 [some £3,000 in today’s 
money]’. And on the council’s part, ‘The 
Highway Authority … must execute any repairs 
they choose to make with proper precaution, 
for if they leave road-repairing materials in the highway without being properly 
fenced off or protected by a light, it is a malfeasance for which they are liable’.  
 
But provided that you don’t drive furiously and pay due heed to poor road 
surfaces (but do bear in mind that most of today’s roads are not actually any 
wider than they were in the 1920s and, as an aside, bypasses for Pensford and 
Temple Cloud were scheduled to be started in 1926 for opening in 1930), there is 
a whole world to explore. In our neck of the woods, Wells, with its population of 
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4,372, is noted for its ‘Cathedral, Ruins of Bishop’s Palace, Chain Gate (1459) 
linking the Cathedral with the Vicar’s Close; Wookey Hole, 2 m’. Once you’ve 
parked at the ‘Parking Places in Market Place’ you can stay at the Swan Hotel 
(‘b&b 9/-, 27 beds, 3 bthrms, phone 21’ and eat at the Brown Moth at 5 High 
Street. There is naturally more on offer in Bath, but parking is still a challenge  –  
largely restricted to ‘Old King Street and George Street north side’. That said, RAC 
Guides (‘any one of whom may be readily recognised by his smart blue-grey 
uniform’) would advise ‘as to the choice of routes or …….. the places of interest 
…… His equipment includes large scale reference maps  …. telegraph forms, letter 
paper, post-cards, stamps, and a first-aid outfit for use in case of emergency. He 
can always render intelligent assistance in the event of a stoppage’.  
 
It is a dangerous time to be out driving. It wasn’t until 1926 that the government 
collated figures for deaths arising from motor vehicle accidents, the year after 
this RAC handbook was published, but there were 4,886 fatalities in the UK that 
year (compared with 1,770 in 2018 with far more vehicles, but far safer vehicles). 
In a list helpfully compiled for the RAC by ‘P.P. Whitcombe, M.B.Lond., M.R.C.S., 
L.S.A., V.D., late Surgeon-Lt.-Col. Queen’s Westminster Volunteers’, the handbook 
details the items that every conscientious motorist should carry in his or her car 
in the event that assistance is required at a car accident: ‘boric acid, castor oil, 
boiled water, methylated spirit, lint, antiseptic gauze, two or three calico 
bandages 40 in, square, an elastic bandage, umbrella and walking stick, a pair of 
scissors. Tincture of iodine is largely used for painting and applying to wounds to 
prevent poisoning by germs etc.’.  
 
For the really intrepid (and wealthy), France beckons: there’s a daily car and 
passenger ferry from Folkestone to Boulogne, two a week from Poole, six a day 
from Dover to Calais, daily from Newhaven to Dieppe and daily from 
Southampton to St Malo. Assuming that you’ve remembered your International 
Custom Pass (acquired from the RAC, of course), you can expect to find that ‘the 
majority of French roads are fairly good, being broad, well-engineered and 
straight ……, level crossings, which are often badly lighted at night, and thus 
constitute a danger, are more numerous in France than in the United Kingdom’. 
‘In open country, cars under 3,000 kg are not restricted to any speed limit on the 
open road, but the speed must be reduced at night or in the case of fog. On 
entering a town or other populated area, the speed limit must not exceed 20 
kph’.  

 
And once you’re safely back in Blighty, don’t forget to stick to the blanket 20 
mph limits again and do bear in mind that ‘a person driving a motor car must not 
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cause it to travel backwards for a greater distance or time that may be 
necessary’. But if you do get into trouble, there is always the friendly RAC 
patrolman to help you out. All this, including the RAC’s ‘Get-You-Home Service’ 
for membership of two guineas a year (ca. £130 in today’s money). 
 
The attraction of the roads extended in the 1920s to cigarette cards. One of W.D. 
& H.O Wills’ series (thank you, charity shop) was ‘Safety First’ with its ‘Album to 
contain a Series of Cigarette Cards of National Importance (Price one penny)’. The 
colourful little cards and descriptions therein amplify the guidance contained in 
the RAC handbook, as per the pictures here. Note the warning for cyclists: ‘In 
these days of heavy traffic ……’, and the advice about crossing the road (‘If you 
are in doubt, ask a policeman to see you across ….’). 
 
So keep your eyes open next time you’re in a charity shop! 
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The Possessions of Thomas de Gournay (‘the Regicide’) in 
Keynsham Abbey 
 
After Thomas de Gournay, lord of the manor of West Harptree (Gournay), had 
been involved in the murder of King Edward II in Berkeley Castle in 1327, it would 
have been expected that he would have suffered immediate retribution. On the 
contrary, he was appointed for a time to the important office of Constable of the 
royal castle of Bristol by Edward’s wife, Queen Isabella and her lover, Roger 
Mortimer. Isabella held the throne as regent on behalf of her son Edward (the 
future Edward III), who was still a minor, although Mortimer wielded the real 
power. 
 
While at Bristol Castle, Thomas made arrangements with the abbot of Keynsham 
Abbey for some of his possessions to be taken to the abbey and stored there for 
safekeeping. One can perhaps imagine that these ‘possessions’ had probably 
been acquired by Thomas as part of the perks of his position as constable, rather 
than in the normal course of his manorial rights. The choice of Keynsham Abbey 
for this purpose, rather than say St Augustine’s Abbey in Bristol, might have been 
because Keynsham Abbey seemed to have a close connection with West 
Harptree: not long afterwards, Sir Walter de Rodeney gave the advowson and 
lands of West Harptree church (which he had acquired from the bishop of Bath & 
Wells in exchange for other properties) to Keynsham Abbey to replace their lost 
income from their lands in Wales and Ireland. 
 
In 1330, however, Prince Edward took matters into his own hands. With his 
supporters he surprised and captured Mortimer in Nottingham Castle, had him 
tried and executed, put his mother under house arrest, was crowned king, and in 
due course set out to find the truth about his father’s death.  
 
Thomas de Gournay was only one of the group of suspects said to be involved in 
the murder and on 3 December 1330 Edward III sent writs to his sheriffs and 
bailiffs of the ports to arrest all the suspects who were expected to flee the 
realm. Furthermore, shortly afterwards on 15 December he issued writs to take 
into his hands all their manors, lands, goods and chattels. 
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By early 1331, somebody must have leaked the information about Thomas’s 
possessions in Keynsham Abbey, which would now belong to the king1. Edward 
III accordingly set about discovering what these goods and chattels belonging to 
Thomas were and what they were worth. This proved not to be as 
straightforward as it first appeared.  
 
Edward III’s first approach was to order the abbot to appear at the Exchequer to 
provide the information required so that the barons of the Exchequer could 
question him about these possessions. Instead however, the chancellor of the 
abbey, John de Hambury, had come on the abbot’s behalf. He apologised that 
the abbot was ‘held fast by such infirmity that he was not able to come in 
person’. In addition, he said that, because the goods and chattels had been 
delivered in sealed barrels, casks and chests, the abbot did not know what these 
contained. The king accepted this explanation and ordered the abbot to keep the 
goods and chattels safe, until arrangements were made to examine, value and 
dispose of them on the king’s account.   
 
Accordingly, on 23 April 1331, the king ordered two of his clerks, John de 
Stamford and Thomas de Geyrgane, to go to the abbey and, together with the 
abbot, to open the various containers, list the goods and chattels belonging to 
Thomas de Gournay together with their values and provide a jointly certified 
record of these to the barons of the Exchequer. 
 
There were clearly second thoughts about this approach too, because a month 
later on 27 May 1331, King Edward III ordered another of his clerks, William de 
Bath, to do the job instead, but this time together with the mayor of Bristol as 
well as the abbot. Perhaps the mayor was included to provide some civil 
authority as well as practical knowledge about the value of the items that might 
be found and how to turn them into cash? 
 
The king’s instructions about the disposal of items were that William de Bath 
should decide which of the goods and chattels were to be sold (‘such as utensils, 
wooden things, victuals and things of this kind’) and which should be carried to 
the king’s exchequer. The three man team duly carried out the appointed task 
and what they found when the containers were opened was as follows, 
according to William de Bath’s report.  

 
1 The story comes from two related original documents in the National Archives ref. E163/4/31. By 

1331,Thomas and his squire John Tilly – of West Harptree (Tilly) – were no longer in England but had 
escaped to Spain. Thomas eventually died at Bayonne in 1333, while being brought back to England from 
Italy, to where he had escaped again. 
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• Five casks of honey, four containing three and a half quarts each, value 

four shillings per cask; and the fifth cask containing two quarts of 

proportionate value. 

• Five casks of salt and one pipe of salt. Each of the casks contained three 

quarts and a half. value 6s. 8d. and the pipe contained one quart six ‘bz’, 

worth 3s. 4d.2 

• In the chest were found some pieces of cloth: one broad cloth coloured 

red, value 53s. 4d., and one piece of twenty one ells of similar cloth 

worth 46s. 8d. [Note: thus the broadcloth appears to measure 24 ells – 

an ell is about 45 inches]. Also, one and a half measures of striped or 

panelled cloth worth 60s. 

• In the same chest were found a short jacket value 3s. 6d. and also two 

similar worn out jackets, for which John de Gournay paid 6d. [Note: John 

was Thomas’s second and eldest surviving son and heir, so were these of 

some sentimental value or was John’s arm twisted?] 

• The chest itself was valued at 3s. 

 
The honey and salt were probably sold locally. The pieces of cloth, however, 
were sold to Robert of Wodeford a merchant of Salisbury, who agreed to pay 
more than the assessed value if the king normally obtained a higher price for 
such items. The mayor of Bristol arranged for the hire of a horse (at 5s. 4d.) and 
groom to take the cloth to London plus canvas to wrap the cloth in. William de 
Bath also claimed for his own expenses for the thirteen days travelling between 
London and Keynsham Abbey but the actual figure claimed is unreadable. 
 
The cash proceeds from the sales were paid into the Treasury. These differed 
slightly sometimes from the estimates made during the inspection. Unfortunately, 
there are several amendments and crossings out in this area of the manuscript, 
which are impossible to decipher. 
 
Colin Budge has discovered some further information about Robert de 
Wodeford, which suggests that he may not just have been ‘a merchant of 
Salisbury’ and was not above some dodgy dealing. On 10 February 1343, he paid 
a fine of 200 marks to King Edward III for a pardon: ‘for all his trespasses, 
extortions and oppressions in the time when he was collector and receiver of the 
king’s wool in the county of Wilts or at any other time done in weighing wool or 

 
2 Based on the value, one ‘bz’ must be one eighth of a quart/ one quarter of a pint. 



20 
 

by reason of any office of the king, except the office of customer of wool, hides 
and wool-fells, in the same county. And his trespass in buying wool within the 
price of Nottingham contrary to the ordnance and proclamation of the king and 
council.’3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Postcard of West Harptree circa 1905: Smartly dressed schoolchildren stand 
across the road, posing for the camera. Other than a lack of motor vehicles and 
the early street furniture, little has changed over the last 110 years (from 
HHS/NR collection). 
 

 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 

  

 
3 Patent roll of Edward III, 1343 
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Entente Cordiale, 1836 
 
These past few years have seen a rather agonised debate about our relationship 
with our Continental neighbours. But even back in 1836, Francis William Blagdon 
was sufficiently exercised about our need to get on better with the French by 
improving our knowledge of their language that he wrote ‘The French 
Interpreter, consisting of Copious and Familiar Conversations’, a 310-page 
leather-bound pocket-book compendium, available at all good booksellers for 6s 
6d. The French Interpreter is fascinating not only for the words and phrases 
which the author considered to be essential to the 1830s traveller to France, but 
also for his view of the importance of French and why it is so badly taught in 
England. 
 
‘The French language has become universal. It is spoken in every court and by 
almost every person in the higher classes of society throughout Europe …. and is 
an established and a necessary part in every system of education …… During the 
eventful course of the last twenty years, the opportunities of learning French 
were great beyond all precedent in consequence of the asylum which our country 
afforded to vast numbers of distinguished and learned natives of France …’. So 
why were we British so poor at learning French? Mr Blagdon laid much of the 
blame on schools ‘The principal obstacle was the ignorance of the language on 
the part of teachers, the majority of whom are too old, and perhaps too indolent 
to overcome the difficulties and intricacies’.   
 
As in all phrase books, the French translation is given for an English word or 
phrase, alongside what Mr Blagdon felt was an accurate English transcription. 
The author ‘flatters himself that he has succeeded in giving the true Parisian 
accent (and this unfortunately is a point in which many French teachers 
notoriously fail)’. The reader ‘will acquire as just an idea of the pronunciation of 
the corresponding French word as he can possibly obtain’. Unless the 
pronunciation of both languages has changed very substantially since 1836, 
those of you who speak French may justifiably wonder whether anyone from 
Paris (or, indeed, anywhere else) would readily understand Mr Blagdon’s 
transcriptions, e.g. ‘euhn aungfaung’ (un enfant), ‘bohng jour mosieu’ (bonjour 
monsieur). 
 
After an introduction to French vowel sounds (including a convolutedly bizarre 
explanation that the letter ‘E’ can have one of four sounds in French, the third of 
which ‘is called close and masculine, because it is pronounced clear and strong’), 
Mr Blagdon launches into a hundred pages’ worth of lists of words, categorised 
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(much as in a modern phrase book) as to months, food, animals, ailments, 
money and so on. The lists include words that may have been crucial to an 1830s 
traveller, but which may not get you far today: Holy Ghost, a box on the ears, 
stench, Lady Day, armpit, bashfulness, entrails, ague, female orphan, a wolf’s 
whelp (‘un louveteau’, apparently, if you’re interested), pole-cat, mouldy bread 
or groat (‘quatre sous’). 
 
But whereas modern phrase books might concentrate on ‘two beers, please’, 
‘where is the post office’ or ‘I have a high temperature’, Mr Blagdon had a much 
more fertile imagination and prepared the traveller for the most diverse of 
situations: 
 
‘Does your watch go well?’, ‘Is your waistcoat spotted?’, ‘Will your servant attend 
us?’, ‘How have you been since I had the pleasure of seeing you?’, ‘Will you have 
a wig with a full bottom? (Voulez-vous une perruque à longue suite?’), ‘Where is 
the warming pan?’ and, when addressing an ostler, ‘Rub him with straw’. 
 
French cuisine is usually held in high regard. Perhaps not by Mr Blagdon: 
 
‘I fear we shall have a very indifferent dinner’, ‘Shall I cut you some of the upper 
or under crust?’, ‘You have not brought in the sugar tongs’, ‘I am not very fond of 
fat’, ‘I have had three cups and I never drink more’ and ‘How long has it been in 
the bottle?’ 
 
Mr Blagdon predicted treats for sore eyes in the theatre:  
 
‘Do you see that lady who sits in the king’s box? Yes, I see her, she is pretty / she 
is a perfect beauty / her features are regular / what fine sparkling and full eyes 
she has. What a beautiful shape! She is charmingly made, what majesty in her 
deportment’. But then he came to his senses: ‘She has teeth as white as ivory, 
but the curtain is drawing up, let’s hear the play’. 

 
The author found just the right turns of phrase to impress the French with his 
English grace and manners: ‘Boy, remember that we want to set out exactly at six 
o’clock and are you sure the sheets are aired?’, ‘How dirty the roads are!’, ‘Make 
a good fire for we are benumbed with cold’, ‘I do not want either of these, but a 
coachmanlike wig, such as is the fashion amongst the English gentry’, or the 
ultimate put-down: ‘What are you muttering there?’  
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After a long day in foreign parts battling with dusty roads, poor tea and wigs of 
the wrong colour, and with perhaps more than one glass of wine (‘voahsee deu 
vaahng excellaung’, ‘Voici du vin excellent’), Mr Blagdon’s mind started 
wandering again: ‘It is time to go to bed’, ‘Come with me and warm my bed’, 
’Why do you not dress yourself?’ and ‘I must wash my hands’ – all to be found in 
the section ‘Going to Bed and Rising in the Morning’.  
 
And the age-old excuse of travellers, unchanged since 1836: ‘I understand it 
better than I can speak it.  
 
Je l’entends mieux que je ne le parle’ 
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Serious Poaching Affray: Saturday 20th September 1873 
 

In the Victorian Era the continuing battle between the landowners and the local 
populace over the “Taking of Game and Rabbits” was at its peak. Large areas of 
the country were described as “infested with poachers”1   and any local man 
caught poaching more than once was usually described in court as being 
“addicted” to poaching2. 
 

 
 
The Mendips above the Harptrees was infested and a labourer from Chewton 
Mendip by the name of Nathanial Wareham was one such addict. 
 
The Landowners would employ Gamekeepers to defend their game who in turn 
would call upon the police to assist them. Catching poachers was a very 
dangerous occupation. Between 1833 and 1843, forty two Gamekeepers were 
killed with many more being seriously injured. The offences would usually be at 
night and the poachers would be armed.  A large number of poachers were 

 
1 Bath Chronicle 26/7/60 – In a report of poachers murdering a gamekeeper on the then Earl Waldegrave’s 
land in Chewton Mendip the area was described as “infested with poachers”. 
2 Wells Journal 11/8/60 – In a report on the Somerset Midsummer Assizes one of the defendants 
employers gave a character reference stating that he was not “addicted to poaching” but was hard 
working and trustworthy. 
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transported to Australia, many were hanged and imprisonment was the norm. So 
the stakes on both sides were very high.   
 
In 1873 Henry Davis was a farmer who owned land on Green Ore. One of his 
gamekeepers was Jacob Denning from Chewton Mendip and the local police 
constable for the area was PC160 Rapps. 
 
On Saturday 20th September 1873 Jacob Denning and PC Rapps were out 
“watching” for poachers. At about 3am Jacob Denning heard a noise in one of his 
employer’s fields. Suspecting poachers he alerted PC Rapps and went to 
investigate. As the gamekeeper entered the next field he saw Nathaniel 
Wareham, and his dog, making off. He chased Wareham and caught up with him. 
Wareham was found with a net3 which confirmed Denning’s suspicions that 
“poachers were about”. 
 
Suddenly Wareham started to hit Denning with a “formidable weapon”, 
described later in the Western Daily Press4 as a bludgeon or cudgel as in the 
Western Gazette5. Denning was knocked to the floor. He shouted for help and 
was later found to have sustained deep wounds to his head.  
 
PC Rapps heard Denning’s cries and as he ran into the field he saw Denning on 
the ground with Wareham standing over him holding a weapon. PC Rapps drew 
his truncheon and knocked Wareham to the ground. Wareham managed to get 
up and was still holding the bludgeon, or cudgel, and went to hit the officer. 
Denning managed to get hold of the weapon and later it was described in court 
that he “served the prisoner with the same he intended for PC Rapps6. 
 
Realising he was losing the battle Wareham gave up and was handcuffed by the 
officer. He was searched and found to have three net pegs and nineteen rabbits, 
described as warm, in the pockets of his coat. 
 

 
3 Using a net whilst poaching was a common way of taking rabbits. The net would be pegged down and 
either the poacher or his dog would drive the rabbits towards the net where they would be entangled and 
caught. The net could also be left in situ where the rabbits would wander in the net. This was a risky 
practice as you would have to return to collect the rabbits and the net could have been found by the 
gamekeepers who themselves would then be lying in wait for the poachers return. The last method is 
dragging.  Two people would drag the net across the grounds catching the rabbits as they went. 
4 Western Daily Press – 24/09/1873 
5 Western Gazette – 26/09/1873 
6 Ibid 
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Close by was a net which was later measured by Sergeant Tucker at Wells Police 
Station and found to be ninety yards long. There were also more net pegs and 
seven, warm, rabbits buckled on a strap. Wareham’s dog was then followed to 
the hedge where a bag containing six, again warm, rabbits were hidden. 
Wareham, his dog, the net and a total of thirty two warm rabbits were taken to 
Wells Police Station where the prisoner was detained and later charged. 
 
Wareham was detained at Wells Police Station until he appeared at the Wells 
Magistrates Court the following Monday charged with, “Night poaching on the 
lands of Mr Henry Davis of Green Ore and also assaulting Jacob Denning and 
Police Constable Rapps”.  
 
The Magistrates were Mr EH Clark, CC Tudway, E Lovell Esq and Sir C Hobhouse”. 
Wareham’s defence was that Mr Selway, a tenant farmer of a nearby field, gave 
him permission to take the rabbits. He also claimed that in any case he hadn’t 
wandered off the footpath through the fields7. He declined to answer any further 
questions and was sentenced to 3 months hard labour and ordered to find 
sureties for 12 months or be further imprisoned for 6 months8. 
 
 
 
.  

  

 
7 This was a common defence to a charge of poaching. For the offence to be committed the offender had 
to be first trespassing on land. This caused issues when amending the poaching laws. The landowners 
were concerned that whilst someone was walking on the footpath some of their precious stocks of game 
might walk across their path. 
8 The next mention of Nathaniel Wareham is in the Western Gazette dated the 31st July 1874. He was 
summoned by Mary Ann Gill of Chewton Mendip who claimed that he was the father of her child in what 
was known then as a Bastardy Investigation. This was an attempt to get financial support for herself from 
the father of her child. Mr Clifton appeared for the defence and as no corroborative evidence was 
produced the case was dismissed. 
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Remembering World War Two 
 
Back in June we remembered the events of D-Day, 6 June 1944.  To mark the 
outbreak of the war on 4 September 1939, we might remember all those who 
left their homes to fight on sea, on land and in the air during the five years of the 
war. 
   
The East Harptree Club holds a wonderful memento of the Second World War, a 
framed, hand inscribed list of those who left the village to serve their King and 
Country. It gives the name of each man or woman, rank, service, any special note 
and dates served.  
 
Research into those who died is already in progress and any information on any 
of the names listed here will be gratefully received. 
 
Image used and transcription is with kind permission of the Trustees of the Club.  
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NAVY 
 

1. Bennett, G H,   1 CL Stoker, RN,   HMS Indefatigable, HMS Trumpeter,   
43- 45 

2. Hill, J C G,   Pt Off   RN,   Lent ROC,   Norm. Landings,   May–August 44 
3. Hosegood, J A C,   Sub. Lt, RNVR,   Marhatta,   Pat, N Sea,   43- 45 
4. Simmons, W G,   Yeo Sig,   RN,   HMS Revenge, HMS Resolution, HMS 

Cotismore, HMS Stewart Prince,   39 - 45 
5. Sperring, J,   1 Cl Stoker RN,  ML,   Land Craft D Day, 42- 45 
6. Rothwell G M J,   Pt Off    RNS,   Brit Isles,   43- 45 
7. Gell R G,   Coder   RN,   HMS Duke of York,  HMS Ilfracombe, HMT 

Cadmus,   HMS Khedive,   41- 45 
8. Hooper, V,    RN,   HMS Lowestoft, N Afr Gib,   43-45 
9. Kettlewell,  J W,   Lt Com RNVR,   AMC North Convoy,  ML N Sea Pat, 

mined Nov 40,     40-45 
10. Sperring, H,   1 Cl Stoker RN,    Mosquito ,   40-45 
11. Weston, John, Ld Stoker RN,   Emerald, Birmingham, Fall of Singapore 45,  

41- 45 
12. Blannin, Dennis, Art App,    Fl Air Arm,   Brit Isles,   44-45 
 

ARMY 
 

Airborne 
13. Blannin, Ken,   Pte,   6 Div Paratroops, Mar 45 
14. Sainsbury S,   Pte,   7 Parachute,   44- 45 
15. Rothwell, B D,   L/Cpl,   D Day Caen, Rhine Lands,  Landings Ger,  43-45, KIA  

Royal Electrical Mechanical Engineers 
16. Beer Albert Ed,    Sub Cnd, 40-43,   died from fever in India 5.6.43 
17. Burton, Peter,   CFN,  Normandy, France, Belgium, Holland,  Ger,  43-45 
18. Weston, Raymond, Sgt,   BEF Normandy, Crossing of Rhine,   40- 45 
19. Brent, F W, CFN,   N Afr Camp. Camps It Ger, Pris. Tobruk, 600 mile 

march from Polish Bor,  40-45 
20. Kettlewell, H N V, Capt N Afr,  Tobruk, Pris N Borneo,   39-45 

Pioneer Corps 
21. Noakes, E L,   L/Cpl,   Brit Isles,   41-45 

7th Gurkha Rifles 
22. Rothwell, J G, Lt,  India,    44-45 

ATS 
23. Harris, W J,   L/Cpl,   Anti-aircraft,    43-45 
24. Paines, Sylvia,  Pte,    For Ser NAAFI,    44-45 
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25. Hill, Sonia F,   Pte,   Rations Office, 44-45 
26. Summers, Muriel, Pte,   RA RCA School,   40-42 
27. Hill, D J. VAD, Mil Hos Horefield,  40-41 

Royal Armoured Corps 
28. Hosewood, P H C,   Lt, RTR,   N AFR Camp, Ital Camp BAOR,   41-45 
29. Matthews, Frederick,   Tr,   RTR BEF MEF Burma, 14 Army N Afr Camp, 

wounded Tobruk, Sicily Ital Camp,   39-45 
Royal Reg of Artillery 

30. Adams, E S,   Gnr,   Orkneys,   40-45 
31. Cole Herbert,   Sgt,   BEF N Afr Camp,   Italy,   39-45 
32. Currell, Victor,   Gnr,   N Afr Camp,   8 Camp,  41-45 
33. Gardiner, Ernest, Gnr, BAOR 40-45 
34. Summers, Cyril,   Bdt,   Malta 5 years,   39-45 
35. White, George,   Gnr,   N Afr Camp 40-45,  Pris Tobruk  20 June 42 
36. Baker, Herbert,   Gnr,   LAA, BEF, N Afr Italy Died of wounds 39 - 5.4.45 
37. Currell Maurice, Gnr,   LAA, Egt, Italy,   Austr, 40-45 
38. Denning T F,   Cpl,   LAA, D Day plus 7  Caen to Ger, 43-45 
39. Sheppard, W J,   Gnr,    HAA,   39-45 
40. Trott, F,  Gnr,   HAA   Tyneside Diver belt, 41-45 
41. Walker, F, Pte,   Brit Isles, LAA, RASC/ERI Cairo 

Royal Engineers 
42. Battle, F,   L/Cpl,   Glos R,   Pre D Day,  Bridge dfs[?] to Ger,  42-45 
43. Currell, Reg P F,   Spr,    D Day to Ger,   40-45 
44. Currell, J,   Spr,     Brit Isles,   44-45 
45. Hill, Richard, Lt,   Mer Navy Malta 40-41,    NZ 44-45 

Royal Corps of Signals 
46. Beer, Wilfred W,   Pte,   Italy, Greece,   43-45 
47. Lyons, Chas G,   Pte,   Normandy Landings to Ger,  43-45 
48. Hearse, J E,    Sgmn,   D Day, onwards India,   42-45 

Grenadier Guards 
49. Harris B J,   Cpl,   N Afr, Italy, 39-45            
50. White W H,   Gdsn,   Brit Isles,   41-45 

The Devonshire Reg 
51. Clarke, Stan,   Pte,   Brit Isles,   Jan 45 

The Somerset Light Infantry 
52. Battle, W,  Pte,  India [?],  Invalided out 45,   40-45 
53. Clavey, E F,   Pte,    Fr, Ger,  BAOR,   40-45 
54. Brent, J J,   Pte,   Libya, N Afr Camp,  Sic, It, Greece, 42-45 
55. Whitcombe,  J G,   Pte,    Italy Star, 39-45 

W York R 
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56. Harse, A W,   Pte,   Burma Camp 4 years, wounded Jan 41,   Dis disab. 
30.11.45,   39-43 

Worcs R 
57. Durbin, A T,   S Sgt,   Dangerously wounded hos ship sunk off 

Madagascar, Dis disab. 12.3.44,   39-44 
Gloster R 

58. Matthews, E N,  Pte,   Burma Camp 14 Army, Med dis,   40-44 
R Sussex R 

59. Currell, Seward, E,   Pte,  N Afr Camp, PAI, 40-45  
S Staff R 

60. Paines, Hubert, Sgt,   Burma, India 14 Army   39-45 
Queens Royal R 

61. Simmons Donald 2 Lt,  Brit Isles, 44-45 
The Wiltshire R 

62. Gardner, Wilf,   Pte,   D Day to Ger,   wounded July 44, BAOR,  40--45 
The County of London Yeomanry 

63. Durbin, Fred,  Tr,  MEF   N Afr Camp,   wounded   Normandy to Berlin 2 
Army, 39-45 

64. Winter, C P,   Spr,   N Afr Camp, Sicily, Italy, Ger,  Pris  Knightsbr [?], 41-45 
Royal Army Service Corps 

65. Bull, C,   Driver,   invalided out 22.9.43, 39-45 
66. Payne, Maurice, Pte,   Torpedo boats Isle of Bute,   44-45 
67. Sparkes, F,   Pte,    40-45 
68. White, John R,  Pte,   N Afr Camp 8 Army,   40-45 
69. Millard, R C,   Driver,    BEF N Afr Camp 8 Army Normandy BLA, 39-45 
70. Roalf A R,   Pte,    Sicily It Egt,   40-45 
71. Sheppard, D G,   Pte,   BAOR,   40-45 
72. White, Harold,   Pte,   (SLI, Hamp), 8 Army 42-45 

Royal Army Medical Corps 
73. Baker, Bernard, Sgt,   BEF India, E Afr,    39-40 
74. White, Ed A,  Pte,    N Afr Camp,  Pris Crete 41, d. Sta,    38  - May 43 
75. Lyons, G A J, Pte, N Afr Camp, Sicily It Bel Holl,   40-45 
76. Cole, Mervyn, Cpl   (R Warwick R),    39-45 
 

AIR FORCE 
 
77. Bennett, Ronald,    LAC RAF,    Mid East,   BAFO,   42-45 
78. Currell, Leonard,   Cpl RAF,    Italy Mid East,   41-45 
79. Hitchens, J R, CBE,   Grp Capt,   RAF,   Antwerp, Rhine,    39-45 
80. Kettlewell, W J H,   Fl Lt RAF,  Bal Com Fido, Bomber F Com 
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81. King, H Donald,   Sgt,   BDS RAF,   European Th  killed on Ops,  41-
17.12.43 

82. Rothwell, P F,   Fl Lt,   RAF,   Iceland coast off, Malta, Gib 39-45 
83. Taviner, H,   Flying Off,   RAF,  Fr Mespot Egt Pal Irac India, 30 Sorties 

Trans Com 41-45 
84. Burtenshaw, J J F,   War Off, RAF,  BEF Iceland, Burma, 39-45 
85. Darrell, M,   Sq Lder, RAF,  Late Indian Army 39-45 
86. James, G W  , LAC, RAF,   Eur Th Ger Denmark BAFO 
87. King, Edwin A,   Fl Sgt, RAF,   Coastal Com 42-45 
88. Lyons, Fred E,   LAC,  RAF,   European Th, Med Bombers, 43-45 
89. Todd, Philip M,   Pilot Off, RAF,   14 Sqn Sardinia, killed air ops, 42-

13.9.44  
90. Durbin, Violet, ACW WAAF Catering Office,  Apr 44- Nov 
91. Farrow, D L,   WAAF,  Balloon Com, 41-43 
92. Kettlewell, S D E,   Sect Off, WAAF, RADAR cypher FCT Com 39-45 
93. Gardiner, W,   LACN,   Aux Nurse Cpt Com 39-45 
94. Mountsteven, L M C,   Cpl,  WAAF,   MT Driver  
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Bailiff’s Accounts for the Manors of West Harptree 
(Gournay) and Widcombe in the Reign of Henry VII 
 
One of the documents identified in the Manorial Documents Register relating to 
Somerset, and held in The National Archives (TNA), comprises the annual 
accounts submitted by the bailiff for each of the five consecutive years starting 
on 29 September 1495 and finishing on 28 September 1500 for the manors of 
West Harptree Gournay (WH Gournay) and of Widcombe1. This period relates to 
the 11th to 16th years of the reign of King Henry VII. 
  
These accounts, prepared by the bailiff, are part of the ‘ministers and receivers 
accounts’ that recorded the income of the Crown. They indicate, therefore, that 
the manors of WH Gournay and Widcombe were at that time back in the hands 
of the Crown. These two manors were amongst those held by Sir Matthew de 
Gournay who, having no heirs, had sold the reversion of all his manors (i.e. the 
transfer of ownership to occur after his death) to King Henry IV. As Sir Matthew’s 
third and last wife, and after her own death, her second husband were allowed 
to continue to enjoy the manors, it was not until Henry V’s reign that the Crown 
actually took ownership and financial control. The manors were then allocated to 
the duchy of Cornwall as part of the income to support the king’s eldest son as 
prince of Wales (initially Prince Henry the future King Henry VI). 
 
In practice, for much of the reign of Henry VI these duchy of Cornwall manors 
were treated as though they belonged to the king himself to do with as he 
wished, and he granted them to members of the Beaufort family, who were 
among his strongest Lancastrian supporters. As is well known, fortunes changed 
during the Wars of the Roses and the Yorkists Edward IV and then Richard III 
eventually came to the throne before Henry Tudor defeated him at Bosworth, 
becoming Henry VII. It is unsurprising, therefore that official records of that 
period are hard to find or possibly non-existent. In particular, it is difficult to 
identify who held the manors of WH Gournay and Widcombe during the reigns of 
Edward IV and the early years of the reign of Henry VII. 
 
However, a clue may be found in nine other documents also identified in the 
Manorial Documents Register for WH Gournay and Widcombe and held in the 
National Archives. These are also ‘ministers and receivers accounts’ all for the 
same group of Somerset manors including WH Gournay and Widcombe, and are 

 
1 Ref. SC 6/HENVII/594  
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dated to various years in the reign of Henry VIII between 1515 and 1546. 
Although the documents themselves have not been looked at, their descriptions 
in the catalogue all include the same wording: ‘Possessions late of William earl of 
Huntingdon formerly parcel of duchy of Cornwall’2.  
 
This William, earl of Huntingdon (1451/60?-1491) was William Herbert, second 
earl of Pembroke, who was married to Mary Woodville a sister of Edward IV’s 
consort Elizabeth Woodville. His father, Sir William Herbert, had been created 
earl of Pembroke by Edward IV in 1468 after the capture of Harlech Castle and 
the attainder of the then earl of Pembroke, Jasper Tudor, the uncle and guardian 
of the young Henry Tudor. William Herbert the son inherited the title of earl of 
Pembroke the following year, 1469, after his father had been captured at the 
battle of Edgecote by the Lancastrians and executed. In 1479 however Edward IV 
wanted the earldom of Pembroke back to give to his eldest son Edward (the 
future doomed Edward V) and William Herbert was created earl of Huntingdon in 
compensation.  
 
William’s sole daughter and heir was Elizabeth, who inherited the family’s lower 
title as third baroness Herbert but did not inherit the earldom of Huntingdon. 
The title remained in abeyance until the earldom was recreated in 1529 by Henry 
VIII for George Hastings. Thus, the period during which the manors of WH 
Gournay and Widcombe were held by ‘William, earl of Huntingdon’ must be 
limited to between 1479 and 1491 (although maybe he could have held them as 
earl of Pembroke in earlier years?)3. 

 
The purpose of these bailiff’s accounts was to record and justify the financial 
amounts due to the king’s exchequer from the two manors for each of the five 
years. They all follow a standard template with four headings for: 1. arrears 
brought forward from the previous accounts (there were none in any year); 2. 
fixed revenues (i.e. the value of all the revenues due from the ‘farms’ of the 
manor) and new revenues (i.e. revenues arising after the ‘farms’ had been 
calculated); 3. perquisites of the court (these monetary totals would be the sum 
of such things as fines for misdemeanors and heriots due when a copyhold 
tenancy was inherited, which were dealt with at the manor courts); and 4. 
receipts and expenses, which took account of the total revenues and the various 
allowable costs to arrive at the net sum due and paid to the king’s receiver. 
These costs included things like the expenses payable to the steward for holding 

 
2 Ref. SC 6/HENRYVIII/3030-3038            
3Information from Dictionary of National Biography and internet searches 
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the manor court and to the bailiff for preparing the accounts, as well as agreed 
reductions in some of the headline rents.  
  
It is noticeable that the wording for each of the five years is largely the same: in 
particular, the adjectives ‘new’ and ‘recent’ are used to describe the same things 
every year. This seems logically impossible but presumably follows the 
conventions for these documents.  
 
An overview of the revenues from the manors is shown in the two tables below. 
These are followed by some local details which apparently were included in the 
accounts in order to explain what the revenues were and, probably more 
importantly, to justify to the king’s receiver why certain revenues had 
legitimately been reduced. The bailiff also references the manor court rolls or the 
other relevant original documents, which he had checked to obtain his evidence. 
    

Accounts for manor of West Harptree Gournay  
Year to 29 
September 

Fixed 
Revenue 
(Farm) 

Fixed Revenue 
(Late John 
Dauntsey) 

New 
Revenues 

Perquisites 
of Manor 
Court 

Net Amount  
paid to king’s 
receiver 

1496 109s 8d 46s 8d 2s 2d 12d £7 8s 2½d  

1497 109s 8d 46s 8d 2s 2d 3s 10d £7 14s 4d 

1498 109s 8d 46s 8d 2s 2d Nil £7 11s 6d 

1499 109s 8d 46s 8d 2s 2d Nil £7 11s 6d 

1500 109s 8d 46s 8d 2s 2d 21d £7 12s 7d 

 
Accounts for manor of Widcombe  

Year to 29 
September 

Fixed 
Revenue 
(Farm) 

Fixed Revenue 
(Late John 
Dauntsey 26s 4d. 
Yorkmede 3s 4d) 

New 
Revenues 

Perquisites 
of Manor 
Court 

Net Amount  
paid to king’s 
receiver 

1496 107s 8d 29s 8d 3d Nil £6 9s 4d 

1497 107s 8d 29s 8d 3d 30s 6d £7 19s 9d 

1498 107s 8d 29s 8d 3d Nil unreadable 

1499 107s 8d 29s 8d 3d Nil £6 9s 3d 

1500 107s 8d 29s 8d 3d Nil £6 9s 3d 

 

It can be seen that a significant part of the revenue for both WH Gournay and 
Widcombe was due from the holdings of ‘the late John Dauntsey’, who clearly 
held separate farms for these. Presumably he must have died before 1496 but 
there is no clue to: when this occured? who took over his holdings? or indeed 
who he was? A possible candidate is the John Dauntsey of Trowbridge in 
Wiltshire whose will is dated 16 May 1483 (probate 7 October 1483) but there is 
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no mention  of either manor in the considerable list of his holdings set out in his 
will4. 
 
Probably the most interesting insight concerns the mill in WH Gournay (i.e. 
Herriots Mill) which was demised to Robert Felde by letters patent from the king. 
In each year, the accounts say that no revenue had been levied for many 
preceding years because the mill site had been totally destroyed by the ‘recent’ 
flood of water and the mill itself had been in decay for a long time. The separate 
but related rent for a mill site used for ironwork of some sort (precise purpose 
not understood), demised to John Botell senior and his son John for their lives, 
was also destroyed. This site was in ‘a ditch called Hampbroke in the eastern part 
of a meadow in the tenure of Walter Wyllinge’.  It seems from the wording that it 
was the responsibility of the king, rather than the tenants to pay for all the 
damage to be repaired. It would be intriguing to discover whether any of the 
other Harptree mills had been affected so badly at that period (whenever it was). 
 
 
The new revenues for WH Gournay include 10d rent for two acres of arable 
land lying together in ‘le Blakecroft between Barnardis and Stonismore’ and 
granted to John Grene and his wife for their lives. This site was presumably in 
the same area that the four fields called Blackcroft on the tithe map (and 
close to the chapel site in Chapel Paddock) are shown. The two acres are 
described as ‘newly acquired (discovered?)’ but precisely what this means is 
unclear without the survival of the manor court roll ‘of the preceding year’ in 
which it is said to be recorded. 
 
The accounts for the manor of Widcombe also include those of ‘Seyntlowstoke’. 
It is not clear why this is the case nor indeed where ‘Seyntlowstoke’ was.  
 
Ongoing research by Colin Budge into the St Loe family of Sutton Court strongly 
suggests that this may have been Chew Stoke, which was among the properties 
held by John St Loe at his death in 1499. Otherwise, it may have been connected 
with the present Newton St Loe in some way. Perhaps the reference to a 
tenement in Seyntlowstoke demised to Richard Barry, his wife Joanne and their 
son for their lives may provide a clue. According to the bailiff, the rent for this 
tenement is actually chargeable at 3s 4d per year although it is included in the 
official farm revenue at the higher rent of 5s. The justification for this reduction 

 
4 Ref.PROB 11/7/19 
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of 20d in the amount due to the king’s receiver is said to be found in the manor 
court role of the third year of Henry VII (1487/88). 
 
For Widcombe itself, the tenant of the the meadow called Yorkmede for which a 
fixed rent of 3s 4d was recorded was the appropriately named Thomas 
Widcombe. Yorkmead can be identifed on both the 1793 survey map and the 
tithe map for Widcombe. The accounts do not provide any further information 
about the 3d worth of new revenue other than to say it came from an 
examination of the account for the previous year. 
  
The bailiff says that the reason why the perquisites of the manor court for 
Widcombe for the year ending 29 September 1496 are nil is beause the bailiff of 
Welton had included this income in his own account. This probably relates in 
some way to when Welton, Widcome and Midsomer Norton were combined as a 
single manor (Welton being the principal manor where the manor court was 
held). Sir Matthew Gournay had acquired these manors in 1374 through his 
marriage to his first wife Alice Beauchamp. 
 
The bailiff who prepared these accounts was John Pole. As John Pole (or Poole) 
(c1461-1512) he appears in the article in SANHS Proceedings No. 139 by Michael 
Havinden ‘Resident Gentry of Somerset in 1502’, where he was described as ‘of 
West Harptree ... and Midsomer Norton’. He was also MP for Wells in 1504. 
Perhaps more importantly for these accounts, he was a Yeoman of the Crown 
from 1499 to 1509. These yeomen were essentially courtiers chosen by Henry 
VII. They mainly resided at his court and carried out special duties for which they 
were answerable directly to the king. These accounts could well have been one 
of his first responsibilities in that capacity5. 

 

  

 
5 Identified by Colin Budge 
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Local Dialect – Words we used to use 
 
I grew up in the rural area between Radstock and Bath. There are two words I 
particularly remember – ‘tallet’, the loft over the stable where we stored the 
apples for winter and ‘knap’- we went up the knap to go to the shop. 
 
Checking ‘The West Somerset Word-Book. A Glossary of Dialectal and Archaic 
Words and Phrases’ by Frederic Thomas Elworthy in 1888, I see that he lists: 
 

TALLET as the hayloft over a stable or any space under a building’s roof 
which does not have a ceiling, from the Welsh ‘Taflod’ 
 

and 
 

KNAP as rising ground, brow of a hill, a knoll, as in ‘we zeed the carriage 
so zoon as ever he come over the knap’, from the Anglo-Saxon Cnoep; 
modern Welsh Cnap, Irish Cnap. 
 

Others include: 
 

PEAZE OUT  To ooze or trickle as applied to liquid 
 
PICK IT IN  To catch it; to get a thrashing, or a severe scolding 
 
CARTY   A term applied to a horse when too clumsy to be fit for either 
riding or carriage work, and yet not of the regular cart-horse stamp. 
 
CAUSE   Pavement or footpath.  (At Taunton Assizes, Jan. 21, 1886, a 
servant-girl giving evidence as to a stabbing case said: " I saw blood on 
the cause." The Judge (Grove) inquired what that was, and was 
immediately told, the pavement or footway). 
 
EVERY WHIP'S WHILE   Every now and again. 
 
FACKET  Fagot; also a term of reproach to a woman. 

 
 
…….What do you remember? 
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John St. Loe of Knighton Sutton  ? to 1448  
 

The St. Loe family take their name from St. Lô in Normandy. John Collinson 
writes under his entry for Newton St. Loe ‘When the Norman Duke undertook his 
great expedition, divers of this family migrated with him into England and 
dispersed themselves into different parts of the country…it is certain they had 
their habitation here at least so early as the reign of Richard I’. The castle keep in 
the grounds of Newton Park today is part of a fortified 14th century manor house 
(Historic England Grade I list entry no. 1129476). The main branch of the family 
held Newton St. Loe until 1375 when Sir John de St. Loe died. The manor was 
acquired by William de Botreaux through marriage to Elizabeth, one of Sir John’s 
daughters.  
 
In 1412 Johannes Seyntlo is recorded as holding the manors of ‘Walleyte et 
Bynccheustoke ac certas terras in Seyntecroys’. Today we recognise the names as 
Chew Stoke, Walley and St. Cross; the last two now under Chew Valley lake. In 
the 17th century these lands were mapped for William Cavendish, Earl of 
Newcastle and measured over 2000 acres.  
 
In 1428 John St. Loe is holding Sutton for half a knight’s fee1. A fortified manor 
house had been established there in the early 14th century by the de Suttons. 
This was the manorial centre of Knighton Sutton in the parish of Stowey. In 1412, 
Bishop Bubwith  of Wells granted a licence to John Seyntlowe esq. and his wife to 
have masses celebrated at his oratory ‘in his dwelling place of Bechewstoke’.  The 
house of John St. Loe, by Chew Stoke, is probably Sutton Court. The previous 
holders of the manor of Knighton Sutton, the de Suttons, had also been given 
permission to hold masses in their chapel. The St. Loe licence was renewed in 
1414, the masses to be celebrated ‘in a subdued voice’. 
    
In the late 1430s John St. Loe was granted two significant positions with 
appropriate incomes. In the first in 1437 his name is qualified by the phrase ‘one 
of the squires attending upon the king’s person’. The title, sometimes expressed 
as esquire of the body, was conferred on the king’s personal attendants. It was a 
position of honour and could be an important career step in late medieval 
England. In the 1437 grant St. Loe was made constable of ‘Rothelane castle’ 
(Ruhddlan, Flintshire). He held the position for two years. In 1439, he resigned 

 
1 Knight’s fee – unit of land sufficient to support a knight, his family, servants, horses and armour if he is 
required to fight by his overlord or king. It evolved into a unit of land valuation for tax assessment. It could 
be divided if there was a case of joint inheritance.  
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from Rhuddlan and was made constable of Bristol castle, a position he held for 
the rest of his life. The grant was reissued in 1440 and 1443 to include his son 
Nicholas. The grant included appointments to several offices. They were the 
office of constable of the castle of Bristol, keeper of the forest of Kingswood and 
Filwood and keeper of the forest and park of Gillingham in Dorset. There were 
also wages, fines and rents. The wages as constable were £20 p.a.2, forester 7 
½d. per day, various fines and profits from Gillingham forest. ‘Wodesylver’ was 
due from several tenants across south Bristol: ‘2 sh. from Lyons fee in 
Bysshopesworth, 6 sh. from fee of Norton Marleward, 2 sh. from fee of Lyons in 
Whytechurche, 13 sh. 4 d. from fee of Bedmyster, 6 sh. 8 d. from Knolle’. A 
further grant was the fishery at ‘Stapulton Water’ and the licence to fish there. 
Today we would probably say that John St. Loe had several income streams. 
   

 
 Sutton Court - c1310 fortified manor of William de Sutton 

 

 
2 National Archives website: £20 would have bought 50 cows or paid a skilled tradesman for 666 days.  
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Kingswood Forest had been partially disaforested in 1228 but it continued as a 
royal chase and hunting ground in the monarch’s private ownership and was 
managed by the constable of Bristol castle. 
 
Further grants came between 1440 and 1446. The first was for £20 for life from 
the ‘petty custom of the port of London’. This was followed in 1441 by an annual 
grant of a ‘tun of Gascon wine from the port of Bristol’. In 1446 St. Loe was granted 
the ‘office of steward of the great court of Bristol belonging to the honour of 
Gloucester…and all the king’s right in the manor or barton of Bristol and in the 
hundred of the barton of Bristol’. For this he was to receive 10 marks (£6.8sh.) a 
year. John St. Loe now held significant positions in the flourishing late medieval 
city of Bristol. 
 
Another task that fell to John St. Loe was to serve on royal commissions. Two of 
these dealt with ships – one English, the other Spanish. 
 

William Worcester on his visit to Bristol in 
1480 recorded the following: 

‘The size of the Keep of Bristol Castle, 
according to the information 
of…porter of the Castle. 
The tower called the Keep is 25 feet 
thick at the base, and 9 ½ feet at the 
eaves under the lead roofing, and 60 
feet in length east to west, and 45 feet 
north to south, with 4 towers standing 
at the corners. 
Also, the length of the Castle within 
the walls, east to west, is 180 yards, 
and the width of the Castle from north 
to south, 100 yards.’ 

From ‘William Worcestre: The Topography 
of Medieval Bristol’ Bristol Record Society 
Vol.51 Edited by Frances Neale  
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In 1439 a Bristol ship ‘la Trinite’ had sailed into the territory of the king of Denmark 
and Norway but had not landed at North Bergen where the staple was located3. 
The commissioners were instructed to enforce the king’s statute, reporting to him 
personally the value of any seizure so that he can take his proportion. The 
commission was reissued in 1441 but there is no record of the outcome. 
 
In 1444 John Seintlo esq. is commissioned with others, to ‘make an inquisition in 
Somerset touching the premises’ of a shipowner at Bridgwater. The shipowner was 
Thomas Cradok and one his ships and a pinnace under the command of John 
Colwell and William Cook had taken a Spanish ship ‘Seint Anton’ after it had 
unloaded some of its merchandise at the port of ‘Dalkay’ (Dalkey, Dublin). The 
remainder of the cargo – 40 tuns of wine and 800 quarters of salt - were taken 
with the ship and brought to Bridgwater. There appears to be no record of the 
outcome of the commission.  
 
In the last two years of his life John St. Loe puts his wishes and affairs in order 
through gifts and his will. He remembers his friends and family, bestows gifts to 
churches and abbeys and prepares his soul for its journey through purgatory. On 
July 6th1446 he is given a licence by the king to establish a chantry in the church of 
St. Mary, Calne. The chantry is to be at the altar of St. Mary Magdalen and St. 
Nicholas the Bishop. A chaplain is to be paid to celebrate divine service at the altar 
remembering many people including the king and queen Margaret and Alice, 
John’s wife. He is also licensed to grant lands and rents to the chapel. The following 
year John receives another licence that confirms the chaplaincy and the 
endowment to the chantry of 12 messuages, 4 tofts, 40 acres of land, 12 acres of 
meadow, 60 acres of pasture and 8 shillings of rent. These properties were 
scattered around Devizes and Calne. 
 
In the same year,1447, John draws up his will. He asks to be buried in the parish 
church of ‘Chiwe Episcopi’ (Chew Magna), and he gives £16.13sh. to the fabric of 
the north side of the same church – ‘if necessary more to be expended’. Gifts to 
local churches are many and include Chew Stoke 66sh.8d., Stowey 20sh., Okeburn 
St.George and St. Andrew 60sh., West Harptree 20sh. These gifts reflect his links 
with his many manors and their parish churches. The vicars of Chew Magna, 
Chewton and Gillingham receive payments of unpaid tithes. Two monastic houses 
receive gifts of silver – a silver cup with cover to Keynsham Abbey and two basins 
two silver ewers to Bath Priory. At both Houses the brothers are to pray for his 
soul. A large sum, £73.13sh.4d., is to be paid annually to the parish church of 

 
3 Staple- fixed market where goods had to be brought. By fixing the Staple the Crown could monitor trade 
and levy tax on exports – particularly at Calais.   
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‘Chiwe’ and at Sutton for two priests to celebrate for ‘my soul and the souls of 
Alice, my wife, of my father and mother and of my children.’  Thirty named 
individuals are to receive gifts totalling £150. For repairs of the ’King’s way called 
Henlake4’ he gives £100 and other roads where necessary. Every poor person 
attending the funeral is to receive 4d.  
 
The following year, 1448, John St. Loe dies. He is buried with his wife in the east 
chapel of the north aisle of St. Andrew’s, Chew Magna, the church that he had 
generously endowed to enable the building of the north aisle. 
      
John St. Loe’s career at the royal court and his local connections give a picture of 
the life of a prosperous member of the ‘gentry’ in the first half of the 15th century. 
A landowner across several counties, John St. Loe coupled this with a successful 
career in the service of Henry VI. This is reflected in the generous gifts of his will. 
His will also reflects the 15th century view of the mass in religious worship and in 
the intercession for souls passing through purgatory. A century later this was to 
be swept away with the Reformation of the Church in the reigns of Henry VIII and 
Edward VI.  
  
Five generations of the St. Loe family were to follow John as owners of Sutton 
Court. The last owner, William St. Loe, married Lady Cavendish (Bess of Hardwick). 
In the 17th century the house and the estate of Knighton Sutton came to the 
Strachey family and it remained in their hands until the 1980s. It is hoped to return 
to the St. Loes in future editions of the Harptreenian.  

   

    North aisle, St Andrew’s, Chew Magna  

 
4 Henlake has not been identified. Under the lake?  
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St. Loe Tomb at St. Andrew’s Chew Magna  
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Somerset Quarter Sessions 
 
The Quarter Sessions (or more properly called the Courts of Quarter Sessions) 
were local courts traditionally held four times a year. They started in 1388 and 
survived, surprisingly, until 1972 (1975 in Scotland) when they were abolished 
and replaced by assizes and a single permanent Crown Court.  The quarter 
sessions were named after the quarter days on which they met, which were later 
settled as Epiphany, Easter, Midsummer and Michaelmas sessions.  
 
The sessions heard crimes that could not be tried by the justices of the peace 
without a jury in petty sessions, which were sent up by the process of indictment 
to be heard in quarter sessions. They did not have jurisdiction to hear the most 
serious crimes such as those that ended in capital punishment or (later) life 
imprisonment.  
 
Like other English counties, Somerset’s sessions were made up of two or more 
justices of the peace, presided over by a chairman who sat with a jury. County 
boroughs entitled to their own quarter sessions had a single recorder instead of 
a bench of justices.  
 
Interestingly chairmen of county sessions did not have to be legally qualified and 
the reputation of many courts was affected by failure of chairmen to take proper 
note of evidence, a display of bias against prisoners and the severity of sentences 
compared to the assizes. 
 
Besides crime the sessions had some civil jurisdiction which included such 
subjects as repairs of roads and bridges, supervision of public and private lunatic 
asylums, licensing of public houses, the police, the county militia and supervision 
of the English Poor Laws. Crimes treated as felonies included: 
 

Assault, especially on constables  Manslaughter  

Breaking hedges and fences  Murder  

Burglary  Poultry stealing  

Cattle stealing  Rape  

Damaging wagons, carts or ploughs  Robbing a garden or orchard  

Destroying grain or root crops  Sheep stealing  

Eavesdropping  Theft of clothes  
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Highway robbery  Theft of furniture  

Horse stealing  Wounding or maiming of cattle  

 
The following are just a few local snippets of the C17th Somerset Quarter 
Sessions Records, copies of which are held in the Somerset Record Office and 
also in Bristol City Library. They can also be freely found online. 
 
Sessions of the Peace held at Bridgwater 18th, 19th and 20th September, 19 James 
(1621) 
 
Page 302 5. Upon hearing of the cause in difference between the 

parishioners of Compton Martyn and Eastharptry, it is ordered 
that John Cannard be sent to Compton there to remain until 
good cause be shown to the contrary. 

(Then on Page 313:) 
5. Although a certificate has been received from the justices 
desired to enquire into the settlement of John Cannard 
[Taunton, 1621-2, No 18] that they consider East harptree to be 
his proper settlement, in that his wife as an interest in a 
tenement there; yet, as it now appears that his wife has no right 
in the said tenement at all, the Court orders that Cannard and 
his wife shall be forthwith sent to Compton Martin as decreed in 
the former order. [Bridgwater, 1621 No 5, S.R., xli, ii, 82] 

 
Sessions of the Peace held at Wells the 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th of January, 1626-7
  
Page 27 9. “Ordered that the tythings or parishes of Witcombe, Ubley, 

Compton Martyn, West harptrey, Henton Bluett, High-littleton 
and Paulton shall constantly keepe Watch and Ward upon all 
occasions [at Comand] att the Beacon att Dundry And that in 
like manner the Tithings and pishes of Midsomer Norton, 
Emborowe, Chilcompton, Stone Easton, ffarington and Cameley 
shall watch at Ryborrowe Beacon And we do further order and 
thinke fit that the Inhitants of Chewton shall continue the watch 
att the said beacon at Ryborrowe until they shall make it 
appeare before the Judges att the next Sommer Assises that 
they by the Statute ar to be exempted from the svice To whose 
better opinion in point of law we humbly refer the consideration 
therof.” [S.R., lviii,ii,21,29.] 
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General Sessions of the Peace held at Wells the 10th, 11th, 12th and 13th days of 
January, 7 Charles 1631-2 
Page 167 4. Whereas John Harte of Bedminster moved the Court that Mr 

Henry Pickeringe of east harptry, grandfather to his wife’s first 
husband’s children, should for the ease of him and his charge, 
beinge a poore man, keepe his wife’sformer husband’s children, 
and whereas the said Mr Pickeringe hath voluntarily undertaken 
to provide for one of the Children, and ingenuously offered the 
Court out of his indulgence (to his grandchild undisposed of) to 
keepe the said Child till the Child should attain to the age of ten 
years, Soe that the said John Harte would at that Age binde out 
the said Child to a sufficient trade at his owne Charge an 
Apprentice. It is therefore ordered at this Court by the consent of 
the said Mr Pickeringe that the said Mr Pickeringe shall keepe 
the said Child till his said age of ten years, And then the said 
John Harte shall pforme the order on his parte. [S.R., lxvii,iii,97; 
ii, 2,32 (letter of Peter Roynow of W.Harptree).] 

 
Sessions of the Peace held at Bridgwater the 6th, 7th and 8th days of October, 11 
Charles (1635) 
Pages 244/5 18. Whereas there is a Difference between the pariconors of 

east Harptrey and the pariconors of Cumppton Marten 
concerning the settling of one Andrew Covey who was about ten 
years since pressed out of the parish of east Harptrey as a 
Souldier for his mats. Service and is now of late retourned to 
Compten Marten beinge the place of his birth. Now: upon 
hearing the Difference and allegacons of both sides, It is ordered 
by the consent of the said pariconors of Compton Marten that 
some of ffive pounds, ten shillings towards the releife and 
maytennce of the said Andrew Covey, and the money to 
remayne in the hands of the pariconors of Compten Marten until 
the said Andrew Covey beinge a Currier of leather by his trade 
cann get another setlinge place elsewhere, whereby he may 
exercise his said trade and get his Livinge. And It is likewise 
ordered by the consente of the pariconors of Cumpton marten 
that asoone as the said Andrew Covey shall settle himself in 
some other place where the said Andrew may be enabled to get 
his living by the said trade that the piconors of Cumpton Marten 
shall add and make up the said ffive pounds, ten shillings to ten 
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pounds, ten shillings, and shall within one Moneth next after the 
said Andrew shalbe soe settled and plased elsewhere, paye the 
said some of xli. xs. Unto him the said Andrew for the 
livelyhoode of him and his ffamely. {S.R., lxxiii,I,67,68,109.] 

 
p354 (from 1658) 27. Information of Robert Jones tythingman of 

Midsomer Norton, given to William Smith 26th December, that 
yesterday being the Lords Day Tobyas Gullocke blacksmith came 
into the church as Mr Thurlby minister of East harptree was 
preaching and commanded him to come down with rogue and 
many other words, so that there was a “mutiny” in the church. 
At the command of the constable this informant carried him out 
of the church and set a guard upon him. Another witness gave 
evidence of Gullocke’s blasphemy at several times. 

 
 
Sources: 
https://archive.org/details/quartersessions00somgoog 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quarter_session 
  

https://archive.org/details/quartersessions00somgoog
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quarter_session
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‘A Book of recepts of All sorts’ (Elizabeth Strachey her book 
1693) 
 
In 2018 I wrote a piece for ‘The Harptreenian’ about John Strachey of Sutton Court 
and his journey to Scotland in 1721. Ongoing research continues to reveal 
interesting details about John Strachey and his large family through the years of 
the late 17th and early 18th centuries.  
 
On 10th May 1692 John Strachey married Elizabeth Elletson (d.1722), daughter of 
William Elletson of Alverstoke in Hampshire. The couple were to have 18 children 
– 9 boys and 9 girls. A year after the marriage in 1693 Elizabeth Strachey started 
to compile a book entitled ‘A Book of recepts of All sorts’ with the words ‘Elizabeth 
Strachey her book 1693’ on the flyleaf. It was a domestic recipe book for a wide 
range of ailments and conditions with the addition of recipes for wines and other 
drinks. Many of the recipes are headed with the name of the recipe donor. The 
book will be found on the website of the U.S. National Library of Medicines Digital 
Collections (http: //collections.nlm.nih.gov). It was purchased by the library in 
2004. 
  
Numerous ailments are covered by the recipes and a few have several treatments. 
A selection of ailments includes: fisick or shortness of breath, a bluddy flux, gout, 
stone, deafness, aches, swollen legs, consumption, itch, for aches in ye limns, a 
drink for the plauge, burns, palsey, digestion, perfume against the plague, sore 
throat, King’s Evil, ague, shingles, pills for a woman in Travill, a water to thicken 
the Hair.  
 
There are many contributors to the book - friends, family members and doctors. A 
few may have been taken from other sources. It has not been possible to identify 
all of the contributors but several are local. They are - Mr Daubeny, Mrs Langton, 
Mr Lock, Mrs Baber, cousin Clark, cousin St Loe, Mrs Bocland, Mrs Mogg, niece 
Jones, niece Strachey, cousin Cross and Davis of Farmborough.  
 
The ingredients are many and varied depending upon the nature of the complaint 
and whether the recipe is to be taken internally or applied externally. The 
following is a selection: grease of shoemakers’ shreds or pieces of leather, flowers 
of broom, treacle, honey, holly berries, bitter almonds, grey and black snails, earth 
worms, malmsey, eyebright, sage, sweet marjoram, nutmeg, mustard seed, 
liquorice, angellica stalks, carraway and fennel seeds, French brandy…. 
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A small selection of recipes from the book are given below (original spelling 
retained).  
 

A very good one for the fisick or shortness of breath   Mrs Mitchell 
Take sheeps Doung fresh every morning from ye folde & steep it in milke or any 
other Liquor for an hower: then strain it And drink a good draught of it And you 
will find the benefit if you continew the constant use of it for some time.  
 

Another for the goute if very violent 
Take of opiom one dram, of saffron 2 drams: mingle them with 4 or 5 yolks of 
eggs. And put a plaister of it on the part Aflickted: And It mitily Ashageth the pain 
And restraineth the corruption.   
 

A very good receipt for ye Strangury   Mr Lock1 
Take ye powder of white sugercandy In A bit of butter unsalted About ye bigness 
of A nutmeg every morning fasting And At night goeing to bed: doe it for A 
quarter of A year together & twill sartingly work A cure_ _ _  

 
Dr Butlers preservative from ye Plague 

Take wood sorrel & pick it from ye stems & pound it very well in a stone mortar 
then take to every pound of sorrel a pound of sugar finely beaten & 2 ounces of 
methredate, beat them well together & put it in pots for ye use, take every 
morning before & after ye infection for some time together as much as a walnut.  
 

A Lead plaister 
Take 3 quarters of A pound of red lead & A pint of ye best sader (cider) oyle, boyle 
these over A soft fire for 3 hours then strain it thorow An indifferent fine cloath in 
to A paill of water & As it cools make it up in rouls, use it As A plaister with ye 

Aforsaid ointment. If ye wound requires tenting melt A little of this plaister in A 
spoon & dip A roul of Linet in it Apply it hot, It has cured several when nothing 
else would & is Approvd by one that was very near having his leg cut off.  
 

Mrs Crosses Wallnut Water or Aqua Cordelias 
Take of  spirmint sage, balm, Rosemary, Angellica, Clary, Verrine, Egrimony, 
pimpernel, Eringer Root, Bittony rue, sweet margerum, Eysop, Roman 

 
1 Strangury is a condition caused by the blockage or irritation at the base of the bladder.  
Mr Lock is John Locke (1632-1704), an influential philosopher of the Enlightenment. Born in Wrington, he 
spent his childhood at Belluton, Pensford and was a close friend of John Strachey’s father. He studied 
medicine at Oxford. 
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wormwood, Clydaris, common thistle one handful of each Dry’d, take half A 
Bushel of walnuts while they are green & tender bruse them & A pound of Juniper 
burys, Infuse All these Ingreedients  one night in 2 gallons of old maligo sack or 
brandy & 2 gallons of water then Distill all these together In A Limbick.  
The Vertues (of the recipe) 
It Is good to remove Any pain from heart or stomach, comforteth & reviveth 
spirits. Its good Against A fever or ye plague If half A quarter of A pint be taken As 
ye go to Bed to swete.  
 

Oyle of swallows 
Take 2 dozon swallows out of ye nest, a good handful of Rosmary, as much 
Lavender cotton & as many strabury leaves strings & All, stamp All these together 
& fry them in may butter or rather sallet oyle till ye rawness be gon, then put it in 
A Earthen pot, stop It close 9 days & then fry it & wring it to thorow A cloath & 
keep It in a gally pot when ye use it warm it And Anoint Any Ach or sinnew that do 
shrink.  
 

for ye megrim 
Take of camamell, comin, & crums of Brown Bread alike quantity, pound it all 
together with a Little viniger, make A plaister with it on a cloth and Bind it to ye 

forehead.  
 
Website:  
https://collections.nlm.nih.gov/ext/dw/101202660/PDF/101202660.pdf 

https://collections.nlm.nih.gov/ext/dw/101202660/PDF/101202660.pdf
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Parish Boundaries 
 
Have you ever asked yourself when the parish boundaries of East and West 
Harptrees came into being and who decided where the lines should be drawn? 
Being fascinated in maps of our area it is certainly something that has crossed my 
mind and, whilst I cannot provide any definitive answer, I hope that raising the 
subject might create some discussion and future research. 
 
In simple terms a parish is a geographical area and a division within a diocese; it 
is a religious creation centred around its parish church. Historically a parish often 
covered the same geographical area as a manor so it would be interesting to try 
to find any evidence to support this through descriptions of physical features in 
any surviving manuscripts of the relevant manors. We know that after 1086 East 
Harptree consisted of two manors and, to complicate matters, West Harptree 
was part of the Hundred (an administrative area) of Chewton2. 
 
Assuming that manorial records are unlikely to reveal precise boundaries of their 
estates, either through accurate descriptions or through maps, we have to look 
to more recent documents to find the first mapped evidence of our parish 
boundaries, in our case the 1793 Duchy estate map covering West Harptree and 
an Earl Waldegrave estate map for East Harptree (undated but c.1800). Both 
identify the boundary between the two parishes. The next appearance is on the 
Tithe Award maps (1839) but the detail of the boundaries relies on the field 
patterns and the maps lacks any clarity in terms of on-the-ground features such 
as streams, rocky outcrops or even basic land-use types like woodland. 
  
This all changed, however, with the Ordnance Survey Act of 1841. Included 
within the Act was the provision by Ordnance Survey (OS) to record original 
information on public boundaries. The product of the exercise was a series of 
Boundary Remark Books (also called Perambulation Books) which showed the 
parish boundaries in a series of hand-drawn strip maps. Most importantly these 
boundary lines contained related ground features and carry the signatures or 
marks of the meresmen (local people with the knowledge of the parish 
boundaries) for the parishes on either side of the boundary.  
 
Nationally, the work started in 1850 but the OS surveyors didn’t get to the 
Harptrees until 1881. The maps that were produced for our two parishes are 

 
2 Even prior to this the two villages could have been part of a larger Saxon estate: Jon Budd East Harptree 
Times Remembered Times Forgotten 1999 
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fascinating and very detailed, not only providing dimensions (for example “4ft 
RH” means number of feet from Root of Hedge) but also the names of the local 
meresemen vis a vis Benjamin Holbrook and James Payne for West Harptree, A 
Lovell for Hinton Blewett, Joseph Gay for North Widcombe, Henry Kew for 
Compton Martin and J Nicholls for East Harptree.  Occasionally inconsistencies3 
were identified, for example where boundaries between two parishes were 
either unclear on the ground or possibly disputed or, in the case of the boundary 
at Coley, simply now underwater as a result of the new reservoir4. In these cases 
signed declarations were made and included in the Boundary Remark Books.  
The example shown overleaf (Fig 3 refers), is just one inconsistency, a copse next 
to the River Chew. 
 

 

 
 

Figure 1  Cover of the book of sketch maps, part of the Boundary Remark Books, 
held by The National Archives  

 
3 These inconsistencies are referred to as “Doubts, Differences etc” 
4 Constructed in about 1850 as part of Bristol Waterworks Company’s Line of Works 
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Figure 2  Extract from the West Harptree Perambulation. This focuses on a point 
on Western Lane which crosses the stream at Noah’s Ark and is labelled “Defaced 
& Difference No 1”. For orientation, West Harptree parish is on the lower side of 
the map. 
 
Once the information from the Books reached the cartographers it was then a 
relatively simple exercise to convert it all and enter it into the emerging 25 inch 
scale OS maps. The first edition of the maps for the Harptrees was published in 
1885. Interestingly records show that these maps were based on surveys 
undertaken during the previous two years – there must have been many 
surveyors out walking our fields, lanes and woodlands during this period. It is 
somewhat amusing to consider what the locals would have made of these 
surveyors from foreign parts with their theodolites and plane tables. 
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Figure 3  Extracts showing Difference No 1 in the East Harptree Perambulation, 
including Mr Kettlewell’s signed declaration which appears at the end of the strip 
plans. 
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Figure 4  Extract from the overall Sketch Map book locating one of the differences 
- the small plantation on the Hinton Blewett side of the River Chew(see Figure 3) 

 
The extracts shown are reproduced with kind permission of The National 
Archives, London (ref OS26/9272 and OS 269273) 



56 
 

 
 

Programme: September 2019 to July 2020 
 
2019 

Wed 25 September  ‘Mendip Engineering’. An illustrated talk by Gill Hogarth. 
 

Wed 30 October  ‘Henry VIII’. A talk by Prof. Ronald Hutton. Preceded by the Society’s AGM 
at 6.30pm 

Wed 27 November  ‘Out of the Earth: Bath’s Mineral Wealth, Coal, Stone and Clay’.  An 
illustrated talk by Stuart Burroughs. 

Wed 11 December  ‘Dress Like a Georgian. An illustrated talk by Jane Bennet & Geoff King. 
Supper & pay bar, quizzes etc. Doors open 7.00pm. Cost TBA. 

 
2020 

Wed 29 January ‘The Normans in Somerset’.  An illustrated talk by Chris Eldridge 

Wed 26 February ‘Landscape and Field Boundaries of East Harptree’. An illustrated talk by 
Kevin Brown. 

Wed 25 March ‘Bedminster Tobacco Women’.  An illustrated talk by Helen Thomas 

Wed 29 April ‘The Somerset Dialect’. A talk by Prof. Richard Coates 
 

FOR OUTSIDE VISITS, PLEASE CHECK WITH THE VISIT LISTS FOR FINAL DETAILS OR ANY CHANGES 
Wed 27 May TBA 

Wed 24 June TBA  

Wed 29 July TBA 
 
All meetings are held at West Harptree village hall and start at 7.30pm unless otherwise noted. 
Everybody is welcome. Members £1, non-members £3. Annual subscription £5. For further 
details contact Lesley on 01761-221758 or Andrew on 01761-221941 
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