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NEWSLETTER No 7      SEPTEMBER 2021 

With fingers crossed and double crossed we are looking forward to the start of our new season’s 

talks. As in previous years these will be on the last Wednesday evening of each month, commencing 

on 29 September at 7.30pm when Professor Richard Coates will talk on Somerset Dialect. Please 

note that for the foreseeable future places at talks must be booked in advance (an email detailing 

how to do this will be sent to you shortly). As this is likely to be a popular meeting please can you 

ensure you book ASAP as we will be restricting numbers. It’s a first-come-first served arrangement 

with paid-up members being given priority. The venue is as before, ie West Harptree’s village hall.  

Talking of membership, the subscriptions are now due for the next year. Hopefully you will have 

received an email with a membership form with payment instructions.  

 
IMPORTANT NOTE FROM OUR CHAIRPERSON! 

 

Membership and subscriptions 

In Newsletter No 6 I outlined the Society's plans and the precautions we will take for 

the restart of hall meetings from this September. No one knows whether we will 

have further restrictions or whether life is really beginning to return to normal but 

each month we will reassess the situation prior to a meeting and keep you informed 

of any changes. It is therefore important that we have your email address. 

By now you will have received an email from me inviting you to join the Society or 

renew your membership. In the past you renewed your membership at the first 

meeting in September or soon after but we now ask you to renew online or by post. 

Full details on how to become a member and pay your subscription are included on 

the new membership form which was attached to my email. 

Membership entitles you to free entry to all meetings (except the December supper 

and summer visits), priority booking if event numbers are restricted, plus a copy of 

the annual Harptreenian Journal, the e-Newsletters and all other Harptree History 

Society communications. 



2 
 

I do hope you will choose to join the Society but if you decide not to become a 

member you will only receive the e-Newsletter and after a year your email will be 

removed from the circulation list. 

Society website and email address: 

At the end of this month the Society's website will go live for the first time. A huge 

amount of work and time has gone into the design of the site and your committee 

would be interested to have your feedback.  All subject areas are populated but 

gradually over the coming months we will be adding more material.  

Do have a look at: http://www.harptreeshistorysociety.org/ 

At the beginning of September I will email you again to explain how to book a place 

at September's talk. This time the email will come from the Society's new email 

address: 

info@harptreeshistorysociety.org 

Please use this email in future for information or to book places at talks or visits. 

I appreciate that many of you may still feel uncomfortable about attending indoor 

events but I hope you will continue to support the Society and that we will be able to 

meet together soon. 

Lesley Ross 

 

 

Mystery items 

In the last Newsletter I suggested that we might have 

some more mystery items for you to ponder over. Well, 

we have two and both are currently unidentified. These 

are small but heavy lead artefacts of an unknown date 

and were found about half a mile apart (so not related) 

and within the parish of East Harptree. 

Mystery object No 1 is a long crudely formed cylinder of 

crusty lead that, at first, looks more like something a 

dog might have left behind! However a closer look 

shows a bent end portraying an animal’s head. There is 

a definite look of a monster about it. It has a smiling (?) 

mouth with big lips, large nostrils, sunken eyes and 

short ears. Cut marks appear on the long “neck”. 

Perhaps it could have been a walking stick handle but, if 

so, it is small and doesn’t comfortably fit the palm of a 

hand. Also it would be quite heavy to carry 

around…..unless it designed to be used as a cosh of 

course! 

http://www.harptreeshistorysociety.org/
mailto:info@harptreeshistorysociety.org
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Another view of the lead 

animal head. A dragon 

maybe? 

 

Mystery item No 2 is a little lighter in weight but still made of lead. It is about 10-15mm thick and 

some 60mm across at its widest point. On one side someone appears to have cut into its face to 

extract something. Above the neck are two flanges. It gives the appearance of a money bag in shape 

but its use and age is a total enigma to all that have seen it. One suggestion is a pendulum weight 

from a clock but an almost exhaustive trawl of the internet of weights though the centuries has 

shown nothing resembling this shape. Most were made of iron or brass/bronze and, in any case, 

were usually tear-drop or disc in shape. 

 

So the who, what, when and why scenario applies. Over to you!  

 

Until we have dedicated emails (which will be once the website is formally launched) please 

continue to use our personal ones - The editor can be reached on Nick.Roberts221@gmail.com 

and Lesley can be reached on lesleymmross@yahoo.co.uk 

  

mailto:Nick.Roberts221@gmail.com
mailto:lesleymmross@yahoo.co.uk
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Local News 

Newspaper Archive 

Sue, one of our committee members has pointed out that British Newspaper Archives, in partnership 

with the British Library, has made a large collection of its digitised newspaper collection free to view. 

It consists of 150 titles, spanning the years 1720-1880. Over the next three years, we will, 

apparently, see a total of 3.7 million free to view pages being added to The Archive, with the aim of 

shedding light on the diverse content held by the British Library. 

Although a subscription is required to use the whole facility, over a million pages are now available 

to non-subscribers. Have a look at this link. It is fascinating.  

https://blog.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/2021/08/09/introducing-free-to-view-pages-on-the-

british-newspaper-archive/?utm_source=fmp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=new-

titles&utm_content=UK+New_Titles+120821&utm_term=861025 

 

Burledge Hill 

On a showery day in July a group of members were given a superb talk on the site of the Iron Age 

hillfort at Burledge Hill by Andy Mayes.  

Andy, who is an experienced professional archaeologist, lives locally and his intention is to rekindle 

research into this potentially very important prehistoric landmark which lies on the promontory 

above North Widcombe.  The site is, of course, a Scheduled Monument, which does mean that any 

intrusive fieldwork including digging test-pits will require the permission of Heritage England. He is 

currently preparing a brief and schedule of works for an application, in the hope that a dig can take 

place next year, perhaps in partnership with a University. This promises to be a really exciting project 

and we look forward to its progression with great interest. 

https://blog.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/2021/08/09/introducing-free-to-view-pages-on-the-british-newspaper-archive/?utm_source=fmp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=new-titles&utm_content=UK+New_Titles+120821&utm_term=861025
https://blog.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/2021/08/09/introducing-free-to-view-pages-on-the-british-newspaper-archive/?utm_source=fmp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=new-titles&utm_content=UK+New_Titles+120821&utm_term=861025
https://blog.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/2021/08/09/introducing-free-to-view-pages-on-the-british-newspaper-archive/?utm_source=fmp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=new-titles&utm_content=UK+New_Titles+120821&utm_term=861025
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If you want to find out more about the site and what is 

already known, as well as the proposals for study, Andy 

has set up a Facebook page  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/844632203051636/ 

Historic England’s scheduling information for the hillfort 

can be found at 

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-

entry/1004526 

 

 

Roman coin find 

In early August a roman coin was found by the editer whilst metal detecting in East Harptree. 

Pictures of the bronze coin have been sent to the Finds Liaison Officer of the Portable Antiquities 

Scheme (PAS).  

PAS is a nationwide scheme is run by the British Museum and Amgueddfa Cymru (the National 

Museum Wales) to encourage the recording of archaeological objects found by members of the 

public in England and Wales. Whilst we are awaiting confirmation of the find we can reveal that it is 

believed to be minted during the reign of Constans who was the Roman Emperor from 337-350 AD. 

This is very late for the Roman period in Britain but, interestingly, it does align in period with some of 

the coins from the famous East Harptree hoard made in 1887.  

Although the coin is in poor condition, and has negligible value from a numismatic point of view, it is 

very important from a local historic angle. So few Roman finds have been made from the Harptree 

area that any objects help to give us a picture of life during this period. Indeed, it is believed that this 

may be the first Roman coin to have been found in East Harptree for 134 years! 

The obverse reads FEL TEMP REPARATIO  and shows Constans standing left on galley, holding 

Phoenix on a globe, with a labarum tipped with the Chi-Rho (MONOGRAM of CHRIST). Victory is 

seated to the right, steering. 

 

 

 

The head is poor, but 

clear enough to 

identify the Emperor 

Constans to an 

expert. 

 

Radstock Museum 

If you are looking for somewhere to visit locally. Radstock Museum is open – see 

https://radstockmuseum.co.uk/museum-opening-arrangements-for-summer-2021/ 

The Museum’s journal Five Arches is just about to publish its 100th issue. Back copies also available.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/844632203051636/
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1004526
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1004526
https://radstockmuseum.co.uk/museum-opening-arrangements-for-summer-2021/
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The Research Group 

Covid 19 restrictions have continued to prevent meetings of the Research Group but members have 
been pursuing their own work so we’d love to hear what you may have been doing. Or perhaps you 
need help or advice? Do contact us through the Editor.  
 

Snippets 

I wonder how much that cost a hundred years ago                Steve Ward  

Concerns are being raised in the press about inflation, which seems again to be on the rise. So it’s 

interesting to compare a few prices now with those in 1921. The table needs no explanation – there 

are surprises, but several items (such as milk, postage, train fares) have remained broadly similar 

once inflation has been taken into account.  

Do bear in mind, however, that in 1921 there were none of the mobile phones, computers, foreign 

holidays, fridges, televisions, music-streaming subscriptions, Chunky KitKats that can swallow up so 

much of today’s incomes!  

 1921 
in today’s 

money 
average price 2021 

Average annual salary UK £178 £8,900 £31,500 

Average house in Bristol £320 (= 1.8 x salary) £16,000  £370,000 (= 11.7 x salary) 

Average small car £270 (= 1.5 x salary) £13,500  ca £13,000 (= 0.4 x salary) 

litre of petrol 10d £2.30 £1.30 

1½ kg flour 1/- £2.50 £0.85 

loaf of bread 5d £1.20 £1 

1 pint of milk 2d £0.50 £0.50 

1 lb Cheddar cheese 1/- £2.50 £4.30 

1 lb bacon 4/- £10 £4 

1 pint beer 6d £1.25 £4 

20 cigarettes 8d £1.40 £9.50 

postage stamp for letter 2d £0.50 66p (2nd class) 

train fare Bristol to London 2nd class 15/- £37.50 £40 average 

 
Sources: various, incl. Grocer magazine, Bank of England insurance calculator, Tesco 
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Our five senses are a powerful memory tool!         Gill Hogarth 

Sight    Sound    Smell     Taste    Touch 

Research about a Victorian Royal Navy captain sent me off to learn more about Zanzibar, the centre 

of the clove trade, and all at once I could taste the oil of cloves given to offset the pain of toothache.  

Perhaps a way to pass an 

idle moment or two, 

might be to think of what 

our five senses might 

conjure of our own past.  

What do you remember?  

Here’s some random ideas 

to start you off: 

The sight of the horse 

drawn milk float or coal 

delivery lorry.  

The sound of the 1950s 

BBC radio announcer or 

the beeping of an early TV 

interactive game – was it 

called Pong? 

The smell of gas lighting, coal fires or 

long boiled cabbage.  

The taste of soggy salted runner beans 

or instant mashed potato. 

The touch of cold sea water - I 

thoroughly enjoyed being able to 

paddle in the sea in August –the 

coldness of the water, the power of the 

waves, the crash of the surf, I felt like a 

child, looked ridiculously like a photo I 

have of my mother paddling, but didn’t 

care, as the only others on the beach 

were my husband and a few dog 

walkers! 

BUT – What do you remember?  
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We are amused                               Steve Ward 

 

One of Queen Victoria’s alleged comments was “We are not amused”.  

Interviewed in 1976, her granddaughter 

Alice, Countess of Athlone, said that 

Victoria herself told her that she never 

uttered these words at all. In any event, 

her subjects did have a sense of humour, 

as evidenced by their love of music hall 

and by their appreciation of jokes.  

The following is a selection taken from 

various sources. Not all of them have 

stood the test of time! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

• "See here, wait, I've found a button in my salad." "That's all right, sir, it's part of the dressing." 

 

• Marriage is an institution intended to keep women out of mischief and get them into trouble. 
 

• Who is the greatest chicken-killer in Shakespeare? Macbeth, because he did murder most 
foul. 

 

• If William Penn's aunts kept a pastry shop, what would be the prices of their pies? The pie-
rates of Penn's Aunts. 

 
• Why should the number 288 never be mentioned in company? Because it is two gross. 

 

• There's a man at Camberwell so fat that they grease the omnibus-wheels with his shadow. 
 

• Doesn't it make you dizzy to waltz? Yes, but one must get used to it, you know. It's the way of 
the whirled. 

 

• Pawnbrokers prefer customers without any redeeming qualities. 
 

• Moving in unfashionable circles: wearing a crinoline. 
 

• If all the seas were dried up, what would Neptune say? I really haven't got a notion. 
 

• Why is the devil riding a mouse like one and the same thing? Because it is synonymous. 
 

• "I have the best wife in the world," said the long-suffering husband. "She always strikes me 
with the soft end of the broom." 

 
• What is the difference between a tube and a foolish Dutchman? One is a hollow cylinder and 

the other a silly Hollander. 

 


