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NEWSLETTER No 9                  JANUARY 2022 

Happy New Year to all our readers. We hope that this year will be a healthy one for all and, as 

Covid restrictions ease, perhaps allow us more certainty in participating in local activities.  

On Wednesday 26 January we have our first meeting of 2022. Unlike other meetings for which we 

invite a guest speaker, this one will be a ‘home-grown’ event, with three Society members each 

giving a short talk. Gill Hogarth will speak on “Pins and Pinafores”, Steve Ward will tell us about 

“The intriguing obsession of a man you’ve never heard of” and I will describe some finds made 

whilst “Searching for the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow.” 

As usual the meeting will be in West Harptree Hall starting at 7.30pm. Please note that places 

must be booked in advance. We will continue to limit the number of those attending to reduce 

risk of Covid infection. Also, although it is no longer mandatory, we still suggest that people 

attending our meetings wear face masks. 

For those who read our newsletters but have never attended any of our meetings, you may not 

realise what a wonderfully varied programme of talks we offer. Already this season we have had 

four very engaging speakers, each with a different topic, ranging from Somerset Dialect to the 

local Copper & Brass Industry. Do come along – you will be surprised at how stimulating the 

meetings can be! 

A reminder that our website www.harptreeshistorysociety.org is now up and running. Over the 

Christmas break our galleries page (which includes lots of photographs) has been vastly improved. 

The photos are easier to find and navigation is better. We have also updated the Home page and 

the About Us page. Our next step is to add to the Gallery page, giving access to many more of the 

images held in our archive that cover Mendip and Chew Valley area. We are always looking to 

improve the website, however, and feedback is very much welcomed. 

Having the website operational means that we now have a dedicated email address to contact us.  

If you have any queries about the Society, events or suggestions or comments on our 

publications, do contact us at Info@harptreeshistorysociety.org.  

 

Editor: Nick Roberts 

http://www.harptreeshistorysociety.org/
mailto:Info@harptreeshistorysociety.org
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Mystery items 

November’s issue showed 

images of a brass item, 

one of many I have found 

around the Harptrees over 

the years. These items  

would have been quite 

common during the 18th 

and 19th centuries and may well have been used well into the C20th. Jean Elliot was the first to 

correctly identify the item as a safety device – well done Jean! For those using oxen, for example as 

plough animals, the risk of the handler being stabbed or gored by a long-pointed horn, especially 

when turning at the end of a furrow, was high. This ‘knob’ was a quite simply a safety device that 

could be screwed on to the end of ox horns. 

How was the device fitted? The animals’ horns were sufficiently pliable to enable the internal thread 

to gain a reasonable hold, and the hole in the end allowed enough margin for use on horns of 

different tapers.  Whilst undertaking a bit more research I came across an interesting reference in a 

farming book from the 1880s which provided a suggestion to improve the fixing. It recommended 

that two large baked potatoes are employed, cooked until they are not quite done enough to eat. 

The still hot potatoes were then pushed on to each horn and left to cool. The heat and moisture 

from the potato softened the horn, allowing the brass protector to be fixed very tightly. Apparently, 

they would be as tight as if pliers had been used and “will never come off”. Clearly the ones I have 

found have not come from horns that had undergone the hot potato treatment! 

I have been unable to find an early 

illustration of horn protectors in use - these 

ones show modern versions. Rubber or 

plastic ones are manufactured these days, 

especially for handlers of rare breed 

animals.  

Before I conclude on these protectors it’s 

worth mentioning that similar ones were 

made to fit the tips of hames (the curved 

wood or metal frames that fix around the 

outside of a cart horse’s collar) as shown in 

the photo. 

Maybe you have a mystery item that you’d 

like to share with us? Please send a 

description and a photo to 

info@harptreeshistorysociety.org with the 

heading “Mystery Item”, and we’ll include it 

in a future issue of the Newsletter.  

 

  

mailto:info@harptreeshistorysociety.org
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News  

There has been a lot to watch on television over the last few weeks.  The recent six-part series 

“Digging For Britain” in which Professor Alice Roberts follows a year of British archaeology, joining 

up the results of digs and investigations the length of the country has been one of the best, even for 

those not necessarily interested in archaeology. It can be watched on catchup and clips can be seen 

if you don’t want to watch a whole episode. See https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b014hl0d. 

One of the episodes covers the hugely impressive Roman dig near Winscombe and sheds new light 

on the Roman road from Charterhouse to the Severn Estuary.  

Another new series of “The Great British Dig: History in your garden” is currently airing. This follows 

a slightly different approach but is very watchable and it does beg the question “I wonder what’s in 

my garden?”. See https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-great-british-dig-history-in-you 

The 1921 Census is now available to all, although unfortunately not for free. I expected the website 

to crash on the first day, as it did with the release of both the 1901 and 1911 census data. However, 

perhaps with more advanced software and the fact that it is a pay-by-view approach, there was no 

such access problems. If you haven’t already had a look but want to find out more, go to the 1921 

Census. One of the most interesting facts revealed in the 1921 data is that of occupations. Not only 

are the types of occupation given, but also the name and address of the employer. I found that my 

great grandfather (who I knew was a miner but I knew not where) is recorded as a “Collier Hewer” 

and working at “Farnley Day Hole”, Farnley, near Leeds. He had worked at the coal face all his life 

and, as the 1921 Census shows, he was still at it well into his sixties.  I believe that a day hole was a 

horizontal tunnel, aka an adit.   

What have you found out whilst perusing the 1921 census? Share your discoveries! 

 

Snippets 

A little scrap of paper        Steve Ward 

By summer 1945, Germany had unconditionally surrendered. Most towns lay in ruins, the country 
was occupied in the west by Britain, the United States and France, and in the east by the Soviet 
Union. The Red Army was ruthless in its subjugation of the population and millions of people were 
forced to flee westwards. The Soviet authorities dismantled eastern Germany by way of war 
reparations. Factories were emptied of machinery and equipment, railway lines were ripped up and 
shipped east, most trains, buses and trams were taken to the Soviet Union and the population had 
to manage as best it could.  
 
So much of that history is encapsulated in a small scrap of paper found in an album of postal history. 
Werdau, a once-picturesque market town west of Dresden, had some 21,000 inhabitants in 1935 (by 
early 1946, that had risen to 30,000 as a result of refugees from further east). On 13 September 
1945, only four months after the total collapse of Nazi Germany, the spinning and textile firm of C.B. 
Göldner – which appears to have been in existence in the town for well over a hundred years but 
which now found itself under Soviet control - wrote to an unknown company in response to what 
was probably a request for goods. It seems that no envelopes had been available, as the address was 
typed on one side of the paper, the message on the reverse. The firm was important enough to have 
its own postage meter franking machine incorporating the firm’s advertising slogan, and the letter 
was duly postmarked WERDAU. Postage was six pfennigs – a meaningless sum, as cigarettes had by 
then more or less replaced money as a medium of exchange throughout Germany – and although 
the meter franking still bore the inscription ‘Deutsche Reichspost’, the Nazi eagle and swastika at the 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b014hl0d
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-great-british-dig-history-in-you
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/1921-census?gclid=f4127d656e801d4351bf1c894f8993ce&gclsrc=3p.ds&&ds_kid=43700067259804783&msclkid=f4127d656e801d4351bf1c894f8993ce&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=1921%20-%20Remarketing&utm_term=1921%20census&utm_content=1921%20Census
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/1921-census?gclid=f4127d656e801d4351bf1c894f8993ce&gclsrc=3p.ds&&ds_kid=43700067259804783&msclkid=f4127d656e801d4351bf1c894f8993ce&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=1921%20-%20Remarketing&utm_term=1921%20census&utm_content=1921%20Census
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top has been carefully obliterated. Any display of Nazi emblems in the Soviet Zone risked the death 
penalty. 

 
The number ‘10’ in brackets 
before the town ‘Werdau’ in the 
heading on the reverse was the 
postal number allocated to 
Saxony. These rudimentary 
postcodes were introduced in 
1941 to assist postal workers, a 
very large number of whom 
were forced labour from the 
occupied territories who 
couldn’t readily decipher 
German handwriting. 
 
Some of the typed message is 
missing, but the contents are 
nevertheless clear – ‘We 
confirm the safe arrival in our 

premises of your order of 3 September 1945, but regret to advise you that we are currently not in 
the position to provide you with any deliveries, as our total production facilities have been claimed 
by the Red Army’. 
 
The firm of Göldner nevertheless survived, albeit in new premises to replace the old bombed-out 
ones and, like all factories in the Communist German Democratic Republic, under state control. After 
the Berlin Wall fell in 1989, C.B. Göldner again pulled through unlike so many other East German 
businesses in the face of the new capitalist competition. Although declaring itself bankrupt in 1991, 
it was swiftly bought up by the Swiss textile company OTEX, which recognised the value of the 
Göldner ethos, invested in the company, modernised the equipment and retained all of the 90 
workers.     
 
Perhaps it was that ethos which had led the firm, amidst the ruins and destitution following 
Germany’s total collapse, to take the trouble to explain politely exactly why a request for a delivery 
could not be fulfilled.  
 

 

 

Pieces from the Wells Journal newspaper                                                       

exactly a hundred years ago      Gill Hogarth 

 
Gill gives neither comment nor opinion on the two pieces she found below, but offers for debate the 
question of how, in a hundred years’ time, will those living in the enlightened times of 2122, 
consider the behaviour of people today?  
 

“Report by Stanton Drew and Wells Foxhounds. On the Friday after Christmas, 
they started at Binegar, and at a ‘steady hunting pace’, went through Burnt 
Wood, Horrington Bottom, Beryl Wood, Pen Hill Wood, Rookham Valley, the big 
wood near Ebbor, Easton, Ebbor, Rookham, Round Clump, (torrents of rain at this 
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point), Hunter’s Lodge, almost to Green Ore, Eaker Hill covert at Chewton Mendip 
and on to Harptree Wood, where they stopped at dusk.”  (Wells Journal 6 January 
1922) 
 
“Forthcoming Concert at the West Harptree Schoolroom to raise funds for 
building the ex-Service men’s recreation hut, ‘A party of 21 black and white 
minstrels has been engaged, and the promoters believe a better programme of 
dialogues, songs and sketches has never been produced in the district.’ (Somerset 
Guardian, 13 January 1922). This was the first “away” performance of the Blagdon 
Merry Magpies Minstrels and was considered a great success.” (Wells Journal 27 
January 1922) 

 

 

The proposed railway to Chewton Mendip via the Harptrees       Nick Roberts 

In 1873 a Private Bill was submitted to parliament to build a railway from Bristol to Winford, Chew 
Stoke, West Harptree, East Harptree, Litton and Chewton Mendip. It was successfully passed but, as 
we know, it was never built, presumably due to lack of funds or financial subscribers. There are 
various records pertaining to the route in the Somerset Heritage Centre in Taunton, and an 
illustrated article was written for The Harptreenian (Number 18, September 2017).  For the benefit 
of our newer members, or those that didn’t read that issue, a map extract showing the proposed 
route is shown below.  
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Had it been built, and a halt or station constructed to serve East Harptree, it would most likely have 

been at Townsend.  

The proposed alignment between the road to Bishop Sutton from West Harptree, and the road to 
Shrowle from East Harptree is shown above, while the next section eastwards towards Coley is 
shown below. Note the spelling of Coley. 

Whistley Lane 

Townsend 

Shrowle 

To Bishop Sutton 


